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AVE YOU EVER LONGED 
TO VISIT THE SCENES OF 
THE SAVIOUR’S LIFE? 


NOW AN EXPERTLY DIRECTED TOUR 


MAKES THIS 


Have you not cherished in your 
heart the many incidents of our 
Lord’s life on earth and wanted to 
relive them at the very spot, with 
nearly the same kind of people all 
about. Few parts in the world have 
changed so little in 1900 years and 
the changes are mostly the unfold- 
ing of God’s prophecies. Now you 
can actually tread the very paths 
used by Jesus and His Disciples, led 
by one who has made a reverent 
study of their travels and ministries. 


43 Glorious Days 


Sailing June 15th on the fine M.V. Vul- 
cania, our party will combine the carefree 
restful days of a sea trip with the thrill of 
anticipation of seeing many ports and 
scenes of Europe, plus the pilgrimage in 





$1536.00-$1626.00 All 

Tour 
Transportation, meals, transfers, sightsee- 
ing cars and admission, all gratuities ashore 
are included in this low cost. Only ship- 
board tips and personal purchases are not 
included. $1,536.00 is for cabin and 
$1,626.00 is for Ist Class on shipboard. 
All other facilities are identical for all 
party members. 

Directed by American Express 
The world’s largest and finest travel or- 
ganization will conduct this tour, supply- 
ing couriers, cars, good hotels, best avail- 
able transportation and service. You will 
have no worry as to language, custom or 
arrangements. This is truly a carefree trip 
of a lifetime. 


"In HIS Footsteps Tour” 
ETERNITY Group 


PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


1716 SPRUCE STREET 





THE REV. COULSON SHEPHERD 


The Rev. Coulson Shepherd, well known to 
ETeRniry readers as the founder and direc- 
tor of Message to Israel Incorporated with 
a fine program of winning Jews to Christ, 
will lead our party of devoted Christians. 
Mrs. Shepherd will also accompany the 
group. They are thoroughly familiar with 
the Scriptures and their prophecies and. on 
a previous trip spent several weeks visiting 
the scenes and people our party will visit. 
Your faith will be enriched and your life 
in the Scriptures will take on a new 
understanding. 


Christmas and Easter 
Tours Planned 
For those who desire the added thrill of 
being in Shepherds Field on Christmas Eve 
1954 or who want to be 
at the scenes of the Cruci- 
fixion and Resurrection at 
Easter of 1955, special 
parties are now being 
planned. Experienced, quali- 
fied leadership will be sup- 
plied to all parties and will 
offer European extensions. 


OI will not be able to join this summer tour but am 
| interested in [] the Christmas Tour [] Easter 1955 Tour. 


DREAM COME TRUE 


Southern Europe and 
Egypt Visited 
Before reaching 
the Holy Land 
interesting ship 
stops will be 
made at Lisbon, 
Portugal, Gibral- 
tar, Genoa (with 
time enough for 
a day visit of the 
French Rivera) 
and Naples. Then 
the party will 
have two thrill- 
ing days in Egypt 
with visits to the Pyramids and the Sphinx. 


21 Days Extension to 
Switzerland, France, Holland, 
England available 
Arrangements have been made so that those 
of our party who want to cross Europe 
under the same fine American Express 
Company direction can do so. They will 
leave the party at Genoa and visit many 
scenic wonders across the continent and in 
England. The return is made on the lux- 
urious R.M.S. Queen Mary reaching New 
York August 15th. The price of this ex- 

tension is only $455.00. 


Space Limited—Act Now 

Only through the facilities of American 
Express Company could such desirable ac- 
commodations be secured. When they are 
reserved it may not be possible to get more. 
Send now for descriptive folder and as 
quickly as possible decide on joining this 
restful, enjoyable trip with Christian com- 
panionship. 





ETERNITY GROUP 
| Im HIS Footsteps Tour 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 


C) I am interested in the summer Holy Land Tour—Please 
| send descriptive Folder. 
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Men and Women Hail New Kind of 
Sickness and Accident Policy 
No Reduction in Benefits Regardless of Age 





Costs Only $12 a Year—Down Payment $2.50 
Ages 60 to 69 Only $18 a Year—Ages 70 to 75 Only $24 a Year 


The older you are, the harder it is to get protection 
against financial worries that come when accident or 
sickness strikes. That’s why the reliable North Ameri- 
can Accident Insurance Company of Chicago has issued 
a special policy for men or women up to 75 years of 
age. It helps meet sudden doctor and hospital bills— 
and the cost is only $12 a year for either men or women 
from 15 to 59 years old ... only $18 a year from 60 
to 69 years ... from ages 70 to 75 only $24 a year. 
These rates are guaranteed as long as the policy is 
continued in force. Easy payment plan if desired. 


No doctor’s examination required, merely your own 
statement as to your present health. If your policy is 
in effect at age 75, you may even continue it to age 
80 at no further increase in premium. ABSOLUTELY 
NO REDUCTION IN BENEFITS REGARDLESS OF 
AGE. Protects you 24 hours a day while in the United 
States, Alaska, Canada, Mexico, Central and South 
America. 


This is the popular, sound “SERIES 500” Limited 
Accident and Sickness Policy which thousands of men 
and women are carrying, all over the country— it pays 
$25 a week for 10 weeks for total disability resulting 
from certain specified accidents and sicknesses; AN 
ADDITIONAL $25 A WEEK for 4 weeks from the 
first day of disability, for accidents requiring hospital 
confinement; up to $25 cash for doctor bills (at the 
rate of $3 per visit) even for a minor accident such 
as a cut finger. In case of accidental death the policy 
pays $1,000.00 cash to your beneficiary. Accident 
benefits effective from date of policy. Sickness benefits 
effective 30 days from date of policy. All disability 
benefits are paid directly to you to use any way you 
wish. 


In addition, the policy covers many sicknesses includ- 
ing pneumonia, cancer, diabetes, tuberculosis, polio, 
ulcer of stomach or intestines, and operation for re- 
moval of appendix, hemorrhoids, gall bladder, kidney 
and prostate, paying the weekly benefit after the first 
seven days of confinement to either home or hospital. 


This new policy also has a double indemnity feature 
covering travel accidents. You receive $50 a week if 
disabled, by an accident in a bus, taxicab, train, sub- 
way or street car, and $75 a week if the accident 
requires hospital confinement. The death benefit in- 
creases to $2,000.00 if caused by a travel accident. 


Fesruary 1954 


Your benefits are never reduced even though 
you are also insured in a Group Plan, Blue Cross or 
other Hospitalization Insurance. So if you are now 


‘ @ member of some worthy hospitalization plan, 


you still need the additional protection. Only a 
small percentage of people are confined to a hos- 
pital, and even then only for a fraction of the time 
they are disabled. Most people—over 80%—are 
confined at home where hospitalization plans do 
not apply. Or, they are hospitalized for a few days 
or a week, then spend weeks of convalescence at 
home before they can go back to work again. The 
North American Policy pays specified benefits re- 
gardless of whether you are confined to your home 
or to a hospital. 


North American Accident Insurance Company of 
Chicago has been in business for more than a half 
century and is one of the leading insurance companies 
providing accident and sickness protection. We have 
paid over $63,000,000 in cash benefits to grateful 
policyhelders when they needed help most. North 
American is licensed by the Insurance Departments of 
all 48 states and the District of Columbia. 


Whatever your age, whether you are young or old, 
male or female, you need this sensible, necessary pro- 
tection. Get full details about this new policy by send- 
ing for the revealing booklet, “‘Cash or Sympathy.” 
The booklet is absolutely free. It will be mailed with- 
out charge or obligation of any kind. We suggest you 
get your free copy by mailing the coupon to Premier 
Policy Division, North American Accident Insurance 
Co. of Chicago, 10 Commerce Court, Dept. 411, 
Newark 2, New Jersey. 





MAIL THIS COUPON FOR FREE BOOKLET 


North American Accident Insurance Co. of Chicago yom 
10 Commerce Court, Dept. 411, Newark 2, New Jersey Divisi 
Please mail me your FREE booklet, “CASH OR 
SYMPATHY.” | understand there is absolutely no 
obligation of any kind. 














Speaking 
Engagements 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 
Emeritus Professor, English Bible 
Muhlenberg College 


February 7—Chapel Service, Stony 
Brook School, Stony Brook, L. I; 
February 15—Pastoral Association, 
Allentown, Pa. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 
Book Review Editor 
Eternity 

Professor 

Philadelphia Bible Institute 


February 7, 14, 21, 28 (10:00 A.M.)— 
Baptist Temple, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
February 7—4:30 P.M.—International 
Student’s Group, Riverside Church, 
N. ¥Y. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 
President 
Philadelphia Bible Institute 


February 2 through 7—First Baptist 
Church, Pemberton, N. J.; February 
14 through 21—First Baptist Church, 
Woodbury, N. J.; February 27, 28— 
York Gospel Center, York, Penna. 








FOR YOU! The New Distinctively 
Evangelical One-Volume Commentary 


THE NEW 
BIBLE 
COMMER- 
TARY 


The Newest, Finest 
Fully Up-to-Date Con- 
servative Bible Com- 
mentary for the Gen- 
eral Bible Reader. 


You will thrill to this 
wonderful new work 
for reference and study 
“One of the most important religious works to be 
published in our generation, the entire volume breathes 
an atmosphere of freshness, of new approaches, of the 
enthusiastic desire to get at the meaning of the text.” 
— Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 

MORE THAN 

N THE ENTIRE BIBLE 


1 PAGES 
- 200 6 $7* 
FIFTY OUTSTANDING WRITERS 


Get your copy soon at your bookstore, or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
~ Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 








PEWS, PULPIT CHANCEL 
i 


J.P REDINGTON &CO. 





2 Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 









THAT COVER! 

I do hate to criticize but the cover on 
your January magazine is perfectly HOR- 
RIBLE, and I am ashamed to pass it on, 
as I always do. May the good Lord deliver 
us from having to look at covers like 
that for the entire year of 1954! 

I have always loved the magazine .. . 
and Revelation before it . . . but oh, that 
cover | 

EuizABetH A. BEYLOR 
Baltimore, Md. 


The January, 1954 issue of Eternity 
arrived in yesterday’s mail and I could not 
let twenty-four hours pass by without 
congratulating you on the superb cover 
format. It is such a tremendous improve- 
ment over the last two years that one 
would not realize he was picking up a 
religious magazine. 

Being closely associated with layouts 
and formats here in the Tract Society, I 
realize more and more the necessity for 
striking illustrations with colorful eye 
appeal. Do not misunderstand me: I do 
not mean we should be ashamed of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, but the 
fact remains that a majority of those who 
are unsaved will not even pick up a 
magazine or tract which indicates on the 
cover a religious theme. 

* I am sure you are doing a great service 
to evangelical Christianity by re-designing 
your cover as you have. Of course, need- 
less to say, the contents are equally 
superlative as the cover. It is one of the 
few Christian magazines which I person- 
ally read from beginning to end. It is one 
thing to attract a person’s attention by the 
cover; quite another to persuade him to 
read the material inside. 

Eimer Lewis 

Secretary 

American Tract Society 


New York 


I like your new format. 


J. W. Purp 
Demorest, Ga. 


MORE ON INDIA 

Anent your article in the January, 1953, 
issue of Erernity dealing with the possi- 
bility of a brighter picture for foreign 
missionary activity in India: I am not sure 
that anyone outside the Government of 
India would know how significant the state- 
ment of Rajkumari Amrit Kaur would be. 

I had fairly reliable information . . . that 
the policy toward missionaries was un- 
changed. Therefore, it is a question whether 
Dr. Katju (Home Affairs Minister) was 
speaking any more than a personal opinion. 
His office, no doubt, implied a significance 





to his words that was unwarranted by facts. 
But it was accepted (as official policy) by 
many besides missionaries. 

As you know, the official policy is one 
thing and actual practice at Iscal and other 
levels is qu.te another thing. In spite of 
the reassurance which your article men- 
tions, there are indications of a definite 
tightening up . . . It would seem clear that 
not only new missionaries are being refused 
visas, but also the old missionar.es have 
been refused the non-objection certificates, 
which were formerly granted as a routine 
matter. On the whole, | think your article 
paints too rosy a picture. 

But the whole matter is far too complex. 
Just as people were evidently wrong to 
take Dr. Katju’s statement as meaning the 
end of missionary activities, I think it 
would be wrong to take Rajkumari Amrit 
Kaur’s statement as the end of the oppo- 
sition. 

NAME WITHHELD 
Madras, India 

The above letter from a well-informed 
American missionary, sheds additional light 
on the complex missionary situation m 
india. However, additional support for the 
more optimistic view is proviaed by recent 
statements by Dr. Katju which seems quite 
different from his utterances of last Apru. 
(See the News Section in this issue.) 


DR. WILSON: PRO & CON 
Say by ail means secure all you can from 
Walter L. Wilson for publication. He is 
tops. 
J. FRANK STEVENS 
Humboldt, Kansas 


Yes! Let us have more articles by Dr. 
Wilson. “The Mystery of the Human 
Body” was very fine, and I wonder if it 
is in tract form. 

P. E. Tayior 
Charlottesville, Va. 


For some years I have enjoyed and 
profited from the reading of Erernity and 
its predecessor, REvELATION. On many 
occasions during these years I have been 
greatly impressed by the accuracy with 
which scientific material, used tc illustrate 
spiritual truth, has been reported. It was 
therefore quite a shock to note a relaxation 
of this editorial accuracy in the publication 
of “The Mystery of the Human Body” in 
the December, 1953 issue. I had turned to 
this article with great expectation since I 
have always felt that the human organism 
is a magnificent textbook directing our 
attention constantly to the omnipotence of 
our Lord. My disappointment was great. 
Not only did the article fail to make use of 


ETERNITY 
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HEART to HEART 


_ with Dr. Richard A. Elvee, 
President of Northwestern School 






FRIEND, 
you can be 
one of 


A Great Host of Helpers for 


A Greater Northwestern! 


HERE’S HOW... 


As I faced my job as president of the three 
Northwestern Schools, editor of the North- 
western PILOT, and administrator of radio 
stations KTIS and KNWS, the problems 
seemed almost overwhelming. 

But I knew there were many people who 
would pray for me . . . many who realized 
that we needed financial help, since our 
students are asked to pay only a small per- 
centage of their actual expense to the Schools. 

One day God gave me a verse which has 
been of great comfort in the administration of 
this work. It is found in First Chronicles 12:22, 

“For at that time day by day there came 

to David to help him, until it was @ great 

host, like the host of God.”’ (Italics mine) 

Today the Lord is fulfilling that promise 
to me in a remarkable way. A few months 
ago I was greatly encouraged to learn that 
friends of the Schools had begun recruiting 
hundreds of Christian laymen for a personal 
solicitation campaign to raise the $108,000 
needed for Northwestern’s operating expenses 
to the end of the school year. 

The Program will begin February 8 and 
continue for three weeks. I sincerely pray 
that, through your prayers and gifts, you too 
will become one of this Great Host oF 
HE pers! 


pond Go Lekuad Gi Pleas 


YOu, Ricuarp A. Exver, Ed.D. 


dpraition Hbooll 


COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY BIBLE COLLEGE 


50 WILLOW ST e DEPT. ET 124 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 











PLAIN CHURCH WINDOWS 
CAN BE MADE CHURCHLY 


Through the use 
of low cost “Win- 
dowphanie” 
plain glass win- 
dows can be 
— —— -_— — transformed into 
Besa rich, colorful Art 

iGlass Effects. 
I) Easily applied. 





Ask for Free Sample 
DEPT. E 
WINDOWPHANIE 
COMPANY 


855 Bloomfield Ave. 
Glenridge, N. J. 














Fesruary 1954 


any of the infinite number of anatomic and 
physiologic marvels which provide awe- 
inspiring lessons (and which can be told 
reauily in non-scientific language), but it 
garbied the feeble illustrations that were 
used. 

‘Lo mention a few of the inaccuracies, 
we may start with the discussion of the 
throat. It is stated (page 9) that the rela- 
tive position of the trachea and esophagus 
of animals is reversed from that in the 
human, the esophagus being in front and 
the trachea behind. Where this fable comes 
from I am at a loss to guess. The relation- 
ship of these structures is exactly the same 
in man and mammals. Furthermore, mam- 
mals do not lack an epiglottis ‘to flit back 
and forth in the throat all through their 
meals” and to protect them for aspirating 
food into their lungs, though the article 
states that such is the case. Unfortunately, 
an attempt to draw conclusions as to God’s 
intentions concerning man and his dinner 
table fellowship from such fallacies is very 
likely to lead to ridicule which may detract 
from the effect of the gospel message. 

When we turn to the discussion of the 
heart, we find the enigmatic statement, 
“We do not know whether the beat (of 
the heart) is a closing one or an opening 
one.” Even the student in high school 
physiology courses knows that the closing 
beat of the heart (systole) drives blood 
from its two ventricles to the lungs and to 
the other organs. He also knows that the 
“opening” of the heart (relaxation between 
beats, or diastole) aspirates blood into the 
ventricles so that they are prepared for the 
next “closing” beat. Would it not have 
been better to mention instead the marvel- 
ous integration of the four chambers of 
the heart by an electrical stimulating 
mechanism which helps to make this organ 
the most efficient pump known to man? 

Other points could be mentioned, such as 
the relationship indicated to exist between 
the length of gestation and the lack of 
cross-breeding, etc., but enough has been 
said to indicate the important fallacies. 

I am well aware of the years of splendid 
Bible-teaching ministry of the author of 
this article, and I have hesitated for this 
reason to write this letter. I have done so, 
however, feeling that every attempt should 
be made in presenting the gospel message 
to achieve accuracy. In this manner we 
can best hope to avoid offense to the one 
who needs the message. 


Tuomas M. Durant, M.D. 


Temple University Hospital 
Philadelphia 


BACKGROUND ON KINSEY 

Your article in Erernity on the Kinsey 
Report was. just splendid and we do thank 
God for it. 

I am a first cousin of Dr. Kinsey. His 
father, Prof. Alfred Kinsey of Stevens 
Institute of Technology and my own 
mother were brother and sister. When I 
was in my teens and resided in Hacken- 
sack, New Jersey, Dr. Kinsey was in his 


Go To A Bible Celteving Chaneh 





WASHINGTON, D. C. 





WHEN IN THE NATIONS CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST C 
9th and South Carolina Ave., $.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 

DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL IS 

REACHED 





ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


THE CHELSEA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9 South Chelsea Avenue, Atlantic City, N. J. 
CHARLES N. PICKELL, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
Prayer Meeting Wednesdays 7:30 P.M. 
In all things exalting Christ. 
Ample Free Parking Next to Church - 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
79th and Broadway 
7th Avenue, local Subway to 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible teaching ministry in the heart of 
New Yor! 

Morning Worship— 11 A.M. 
Evening Worship—7:30 P.M. 


GALVESTON, TEXAS 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Church 1 T 


and 19th Sts., Galveston, Texas 
REV. GEORGE SCOTCHMER, Minister 
Sunday Services—10:50 a.m. 7:30 p.m. 
Radio Broadcast—KGBC 1540 Morn- 
ings 11:00-12:00—Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.—Bible 
Lecture and Prayer 


“AN HISTORIC CHURCH PREACHING THE 
HISTORIC GOSPEL” 




















ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 





Memorial Presbyterian Church 
SKINNER BOULEVARD NEAR WYDOWN 
Dr. J. ALLEN Brair, Pastor 
Sunday Broadcasts—4 P.M. KSTL—9:30 P.M. WIL 
9:30 Sunday School—Classes for All 
11I—Morninc Worsnip 7:30—Eveninc WorsHip 
7:45 Wednesday—Bible Study and Prayer Service 
"Where the Gospel is preached and the Bible is Taught” 

















A member of the Editor’s New 
York Bible class is a woman of 
Swedish extraction who through 
much of her life was a member of im- 
portant opera companies in Europe 
and the United States. Anyone in 
the New York area who would like 
to take lessons to learn correct voice 
placement in order to sing better 
either for his own enjoyment or for 
solo work in choirs, et cetera, may 
get in touch with her through 
Eternity. Her fees are reasonable. 
Please address inquiries to The 
Family Needs, Eternity, 1716 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








INVESTING 
FORA 


A TIME-TESTED PLAN... 
proved for more than 50 years! 


In the Wheaton College Annuity Plan .. . your 
money works for you now, providing a safe, 
generous income for your lifetime and for 
your survivor. And while the investment is 
providing for your own financial security, it is 
also working for Christ and His Kingdom 
through Christian Education at Wheaton 
College. 

You will find deep satisfaction in having a 
practical part in training useful, cultured 
Christian leaders of tomorrow in a day when 
they are so desperately needed. Why not start 
today to lay up “treasures for training” and 
for your financial security, too—through regu- 
lar and systematic Wheaton College Annuity 
Investments? 


FREE BOOKLET... 


tells you all about this 
time-tested investment plan 
with a spiritual impact. For 
your copy of “Pleasant 
Tomorrows,” write today 
to WHeaTton COLLECE, 
Wheaton, IIl., 








Dept. E24. 











YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 


Support your own missionary. A native of 
Africa or India can be supported for $35- 
$150.00 a year. We cooperate only with 
evangelical and evangelistic M 

We get you reports of your worker. Write 
for information. 


Missionary Prayer Leagve, Inc. 





89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 


















Ea SUE the Jewish people toward 
ist is undergoing a radical change. 
In Israel, Europe, America we find Jews 
who are anxious, eager to hear the gos- 
pel and to read the New Testament. 

Often material help as well as spiritual 
food is desperately needed by Jews in Eu- 
rope and Israel. The American Association 
for Jewish Evangelism is taking food, cloth- 
ing and the gospel to thousands of needy 
Jews. 


Your prayerful help will enable us to 
reach more Jews for Christ. 

Learn more about this soul-saving and 
relief ministry by writing to: Cept. E 

Rev. A. B. Machlin, Field Secret 


A AACE mn 
LA 











late teens and lived with his parents and 
brother and sister in South Orange, New 
Jersey. Every week-end I spent with this 
family. Now this is the astonishing thing 
that I feel sure you will be interested in. 

Dr. Kinsey, as a teen-ager was a very 
spiritually minded boy and young man. 
Many times I’ve heard him pray. Every 
single morning the family gathered around 
the Word of God while the father, Prof. 
Kinsey, read, and each member took his 
or her turn to pray. 

For years, Dr. Kinsey’s father, Prof. 
Kinsey, was a superintendent of a large 
Methodist Sunday school and was a deeply 
spiritual man. 

May God have mercy on Dr. Kinsey for 
writing such a book. And may we be 
burdened to pray for him. 


Miss E. L. Bus# 


Association International de 
l’Evangelization des Enfants, 
Montreal. 


PERPLEXED AND SHOCKED 

I was perplexed and really shocked by 
the brief notice of the death of the late Dr. 
J. Hoffman Cohn, director of what I have 
always considered the greatest Jewish 
Christian mission in the world. I could not 
help wondering why such brevity, referring 
to him simply as a controversial figure. 

Inc:dentally, I might in the same way 
refer to Dr. Barnhouse, whom I have 
known for many years as a mighty man 
of God ... There are some men I hold 
in high esteem for the enemies they have 
made. 

A. F. HorrsoMMER 

Harrisburg, Pa. 


NEWS THREATENS BETTER THINGS 

- I want to thank you for your comment 
on Bishop Oxnam. It clarified the situa- 
tion to my mind and put the whole thing 
in a nutshell in a spirit of brotherly love... 

When I get a copy of Eternity, the 
first thing I read are your comments on 
world affairs. These give me an insight to 
the true situation that I do not get any- 
where else. 

But I must tell you that I’m not so 
happy over the page of “News.” It is well 
edited and interesting. But will it not 
crowd out something better, such as the 


article on “Humility” in the November 


issue ? 
Mrs. W. L. VAUGHAN 


Canyon, Texas 


MOST PROFOUND OF ANY EXPOSITION 

Please send me the January number of 
ErerNity containing the fourth article on 
Dr. Barnhouse’s series on “The Invisible 
War.” One of my friends said he was go- 
ing to make me a Christmas gift of a 
year’s subscription on the strength of my 
lending him my numbers on “The Invisible 
War” thus far. This study on Lucifer’s 
fall is the most profound of any exposition 
I have ever read on any Bible subject. 

Warren J. Harris 

Klamath Falls, Ore. 


ORCHIDS FROM A NEIGHBOR 

Thank you for your clearcut and illumi- 
nating articles which come month by 
month in ETERNITY magazine. My sub- 
scription ran out . . . so I would like to 
have it renewed. Also send subscriptions 
to [list of pastor friends]. 


Epwin S. Jonnson, Pastor 


Grace Chapel 
Oakmont, Havertown, Pa. 


ANTIDOTE TO TURMOIL 

I read the many things in the magazine 
which I have learned to depend on in these 
end days with all their discordant sounds. 
How I thank God for you in upholding His 
truth in a most fearless way. Knowing 
Satan’s diligence, I can only guess the 
pressure you are under. 

Davip J. Gipson 


Kingston, Pa. 


I have enjoyed your magizine very much. 
I saw it first in the home of fellow-mission- 
aries, and decided to subscribe. It has been 
a great blessing to me. I am a missionary 
nurse, with the Presbyterian Foreign M’s- 
sion Board. We have a small hospital here 
in Barranquilla and have had many orpor- 
tunities to witness to our living Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

LinDA BULLER 

Barranquilla 
Colombia, S.A. 








Now Available! . ... VOLUME II of 


Che Apostle Paul 
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NOW AND LATER 


“It seems to me impossible to retain in 
any recognizable form our belief in the 
divinity of Christ and the truth of the 
Christian revelation while abandoning, or 
even persistently neglecting, the promised 
and threatened return of Christ.” 

This is not a quotation from a Funda- 
mentalist Bible teacher but a sentence from 
an article on the Christian hope which was 
written by the noted popular British apolo- 
gist for the faith, C. S. Lewis. The editors 
hope to be able to present a condensation in 
the March issue. 

While Bible-loving Christians have quite 
universally held this view of the Christian 
hope, despite an even more widespread 
teaching which has regarded it as fanatical, 
it is refreshing indeed to hear these words 
from Lewis, an Oxford don and member 
of the Church of England. 

In view of the world-wide interest which 
is focusing on “The Christian Hope” as the 
theme of the second assembly of the World 
Council of Churches at Evanston in Au- 
gust, the subject treated by Lewis is most 
timely. * . . 

Because of the rising costs in magazine 
production and overhead, it is necessary to 
increase the price of a single copy of 
Eternity from 25 to 35 cents, beginning 
with this issue. 

This makes the $3.00 susbscription price 
for twelve complete issues even more of a 
bargain. Incidentally, ETeErNity can keep 
its rates low only as it maintains enough 
circulation volume to warrant it. The 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, Portable Church Services and Evangelical Films to His everlasting glory. 
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Battle with Satan in Mexico 





| tana brown-skinned boys in many-colored 
blankets, and girls in long swishing skirts, scattered 

as our dusty Ford bounced and jounced into the little 
Indian village. The boldest gathered about, all curiosity, 
as the strange people with white skin and pale eyes 
inquired for the town chief. 

Adobe houses set among brilliant bougainvilleas on the 
shore of a blue-green lake, offered a beauty spot for a 
mission station. It looked not at all like a battle field. 
Yet it has become the scene of fierce warfare—invisible 
warfare that becomes almost visible as the principalities 
defend their domain. 

Indian Mexico has been the dominion of the Prince of 
Darkness for countless centuries. He has ruled as the 
Sun-god, the Plumed Serpent, the Quetzalcoatl. Even 
today it is he who receives the homage and the incense 
presented in the name of Christ to images in tiny ham- 
lets, and in great stone cathedrals. ° 

But Satan’s dominion has been challenged in Mexico, 
and nearly twenty years ago the battle was carried into 
the heights of Mexico’s western mountain chain, where 
the Tarascan Indians plow and fish and hunt. 

“Could we live in your town—just in any little house 
you might rent us—and learn to speak your language?” 
we asked the chief in Spanish. 

His understanding of the trade language was very 
halting, but he finally understood and promised to 


About the Author: 


Most authors like seclusion. 
That’s something Elisabeth 
H. Lathrop knows little 
about. The Tarascan Indians 
among whom she has worked 
for eighteen years have never 
heard about this quaint idea. 
The Lathrop “study” or bed- 
room is often invaded by 
housewives seeking a recipe 
or harried prospective fath- 
ers who want practical help. 
After all, aren’t these the 
important things of life? 











By ELISABETH H. LATHROP 


consult the town fathers. After due deliberation they 
gave us permission to move in. Long afterward we 
learned that they had thought we were gypsies, and 
felt it would be convenient to have people right in town 
who could tell their fortunes! 

“You can live in the house we built for the priest,” 
the chief told us. “He never comes here.” 

So simple it seemed that we felt we had managed 
rather cleverly the matter of locating an Indian village 
in which to live. Years later we found that we had 
managed nothing. It was the Lord who had won that 
encounter with the enemy, for among the sixty-odd 
villages in the tribe, there is not one other village where 
“he never comes,” and where the people are not fettered 
by the fatal fanaticism which is one of the enemy’s 
great weapons. We had “chosen” the one open village 
in the whole tribe. 

The Tarascan tribe was one of the thousand tribes 
in the world which still have no word of Scripture in 
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their own tongue. Their language was spoken only, not 
written. No alphabet had ever been devised adequately 
to express its exotic sounds. No one had ever analyzed 
its intricate grammar. “Tarascan isn’t a real language,” 
some Mexicans told us. And an old wrinkled Indian 
grandmother said: “We are just like animals; we are 
not reasonable beings.” But we were to find a musical 
language with a structure as intricate and beautiful as 
that of the classic tongues. When we had learned 
enough Tarascan to translate some of God’s Word, the 
full beauty of the language came to flower as it was 
molded to the expression of the very words breathed by 
the Holy Spirit. - 

The process of learning took years. At first, hours 
and days and weeks were spent in asking: “How do 
you say this? What is that?” and writing down what 
we heard. Hundreds of pages of words, and stories and 
folk tales were written down and analyzed. We were 


Mr. Lathrop working over a translation with Barnabas’ son 
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thankful for the course of study at the Summer Institute 
of Linguistics, now affiliated with the University of 
Oklahoma. There we had learned to make sounds that. 
do not exist in any of the languages ordinarily studied 
in college, and had received a fine briefing on the 
morphology of a primitive tongue. This preparation 
saved us years of work and study, for there were many 
unpredictable difficulties. A tiny change in one letter, 
not noticeable to our American ears, changed the word 
Saviour to mean street-cleaner. The only difference 
between life and death in the Tarascan tongue, is the 
addition of a breath, a little puff of air, just as the 
difference between Heaven and Hell in the spiritual 
world is the Breath of the Spirit. Often, too, a whole 
sentence: subject, verb, adverbs, modifying phrases and 
clauses, can be expressed in one word, by additions to 
the verb stem. For example: 

ata- means to hit. 

Add -jpera to indicate that two people hit each 

other. 

Add -kueka to show that they wished to do it. 

Add -pungua to indicate that it was on the return 

trip from some place they had gone. 

Add -saram because it was continued action in the 

past. 

Add -ti for third person. 

Add -ksa for pluralization. 

Add -sjamu because it is not quite certain, but 

probably true. 

Add -na to put the whole sentence in quotes—some 

one else said it; you are not the author of the state- 

ment. 

Result: atajperakuekapunguasaramtiksasamuna 
—thirty-five letters. There are short words in the lan- 
guage, but one must be able to use the long ones too. 

(Continued on page 45) 
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“How do you say: ‘God so loved the world’ in your language?” 
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WHISTLING BRAHMS 

Some time ago I was riding with a 
a friend and the conversation turned 
on music. I said that I thought 
Brahms’ First Symphony was per- 
haps the greatest piece of music ever 
written; that the last movement 
especially was the quintessence of 
poignant sound. “How does it go?” 
I was asked. 

I began to whistle the theme 
melody and suddenly I realized the 
utter impossibility of conveying any 
sense of the symphony through 
whistling. If I were attempting to do 
this for someone who had never 
heard it, it would be absurd. He 
would have to have heard the sym- 
phony and then, perhaps, my whis- 
tling could recall some of its wonders. 
If he had heard it once or twice, my 
whistling might stir up vague mem- 
ories and satisfy his curiosity for the 
moment. The one who really knows 
it, of course, does not need to be 
reminded of it. 

I often whistle Brahms to myself, 
but while my lips pucker out their 
wispish little melody my mind is fill- 
ing in with the tumultuous cascade of 
the strings, the crying of the flute, 
the brooding French horn motif and 
the underlying beat of the kettle 
drums. I would have to be a whole 
symphony orchestra to give Brahms 
to a beginner. 

Now you can understand the feel- 
ings of a minister of the gospel, 
especially of a Bible teacher, when he 
seeks to present the truths that are in 
Christ Jesus. When I have preached 
my best sermon I feel that I have 
whistled—and badly whistled—a mel- 
ody that is so beautiful that it is 
joyful even when someone whistles 
it unharmoniously (Phil. 1:18). Paul 


sings some bars of the divine melody 
and then is forced to go ecstatic: “O 
the depths of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are His judgments and 
His ways past finding out!” (Rom. 
11:33). 

Samuel Medley knew what it was 
to be confined to whistling when the 
heart was bursting to be an orchestra 
and a chorus and even more: 


O could I speak the matchless worth, 
O could I sound the glories forth 
Which in my Saviour shine; 
Id soar and touch the Heavenly 
strings, 
And vie with Gabriel while he sings 
In notes almost divine. 


And Medley is not the only preacher 
who has felt this blessedly divine 
frustration. In Julian’s vast Diction- 
ary of Hymnology I have counted 
approximately two thousand five 
hundred hymns which begin with 
“QO” or “Oh.” And how could it be 
otherwise when we are indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit who intercedes within 
us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered? (Rom. 8:26). 


TARGET 

The nearer you stand to a target 
the more likely you are to be hit. If, 
for example, the enemy drops a 
hydrogen bomb on Detroit there will 
not be much damage to anyone living 
in western Colorado. Of course, we 
do not know the enemy’s plans in 
matters of bombs, and ‘it is always 
possible that our interéeptors will 
shoot them down over western Colo- 
rado where their bombs may destroy 
those who might have fled from the 
supposed dangers of Detroit. : 

In the Christian life there can be 
no doubt about the enemy’s plans. 


The time for believing is always 


His one antagonism is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Those who live far from 
Christ will not be disturbed in their 
living by the enemy. He is glad 
enough to have neutralized their 
testimony and rendered them in- 
offensive. But the nearer we draw to 
Christ the more likely we are to 
become radio-active! There is where 
the enemy will strike, but there is 
also the place where we are safest. 
“The beloved of the Lord will dwell 
in safety by him” (Deut. 33:12). 
Safety does not mean, necessarily, 
physical safety, for it may be the 
Lord’s will for those who dwell clos- 
est to Him to pass through death for 
His name, as have the hundreds of 
faithful martyrs in Korea. But none 
of these things—tribulation, famine, 
nakedness, peril or the sword—will 
be able to separate us from the love 
of God (Rom. 8:35). 

Many Christians have failed to 
understand the nature of the warfare 
that is in our present life. They have 
sought to escape all responsibility by 
living nice little lives im nice little 
circumstances without realizing that, 
near at hand, there are people who 
are in desperate need of the good 
news which we have to bring. C. T. 
Studd expressed it: 


Some ilove to live within the sound 
Of church or chapel bell: 


‘I'd rather run a rescue shop 


Within a yard of Hell. 


Certainly that is the way the Lord, 
who spent much of his time with the 
outcasts of this world, even to the 
point of being called a glutton and a 
wine-bibber, lived when He was here 
on the earth. It was the one wander- 
ing sheep that was the center of His 
attention. If we stay close to Him, we 
may find ourselves the target, but we 
will also bring home the lost sheep. 


LITTLE JOHN 
One of the mightiest men I ever 
knew in my life was five feet tall 
providing he was wearing shoes with 
heels. All of his students who loved 
him passionately called him “Little 
John Hunter.” He was an Irishman 


‘from Ulster and was brought to the 


United States about the beginning of 


“the century by R. A. Torrey, who 


made him Superintendent of Men at 
the Moody Bible Institute. From 
there he passed on to the Faculty of 
that Institute and transferred to the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles when 
Dr. Torrey went to that great institu- 
tion. 
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It was there that I knew him in two 
very formative years of my life from 
the time I was sixteen to eighteen 
years of age. Many thousands of stu- 
dents passed through his classes and 
none of us will ever forget the holi- 
ness of that man. He is one of the 
few men I have met in my life who 
could call our Lord “Our sweet Sav- 


iour,” or “Our dearly beloved Jesus,” | 
without appearing sanctimonious or .. 


without seeming to indulge in routine. 
To him our Lord was most dearly be- 
leved. It was that which lent a qual- 
ity of greatness to everything he did. 
The sweetness and the holiness of 
Christ passed into his own face. 

In the years that I was in his 
classes, I had “Chapter Summary” 
and in preparation for the classes, 
made a summary of every chapter in 
the Bible, putting down the principal 
subject, the leading lesson, the golden 
verse, the examples to be followed, 
the perils to be avoided, and a sent- 
ence outline of the contents of the 
chapter. In class we recited and he 
would comment and give his own 
conclusions. There was nothing spec- 
tacular about it, no more spectacular 
than planting wheat, but he faithfully 
plowed his furrows and faithfully 
sowed the seed. He was a great man. 

At Thanksgiving time this last 
November, Little John Hunter left 
his small body for a very, very great 
reward in Heaven. Those of us who 
knew him and loved him, can have 
no other thought than an increase in 
our home-sickness for Heaven. 


FRUIT OF LOVE 


Our Lord Jesus said, “By this shall 
men know that ye are my disciples 
if ye love one another” (John 13:35). 
There are thousands of believers in 
Christ who know the vocabulary but 
who are unable to communicate the 
knowledge that their essential nature 
has become love because of the in- 
dwelling Saviour. 

The greatest power in the ministry 
of Dr. John Hunter whose death we 
announce in the preceding editorial, 
was the tremendous impression. that 
he conveyed that each of his students 
and every person he met was in- 
tensely loved by him. No matter what 
the problem which we brought to 
him, we immediately became aware 
that it was far more important to him 
that any problem which there could 
possibly be in his own life at the time. 
His eyes would fill with tears. He 
would seek with a penetrating ques- 
tion or two the details which would 
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make it possible for him to help you. 
He would speak of the love of the 
Lord toward us and the sovereign 
grace that bound us all. 

I can remember one time when a 
note in my box brought me to his 
office. At this time the student body 
had recently moved into the newly 
finished dormitories of the Institute 


-and the doors were closed at 11 


o'clock at night. Several of us (and 
T am afraid that I was the ringleader) 
found a way to slip down the fire 
escape and go around the corner for 
a midnight snack. It was all innocent 
enough, but it was a major breaking 
of the rules and news of it got to the 
faculty. Hence the note in my box 
Before I had been with “Little John” 
very long, he was weeping and asking 
the Lord to forgive him for having 
lived so far from Christ that his ex- 
ample did not impel his students to 
obey the rules. There was no hypo- 
crisy about it. It was as real as the 
clothes and the shoes that he wore. 

Little by little, he built in his stu- 
dents a great love for himself and a 
greater love for the Lord. Literally 
we loved John Hunter because he 
first loved us and we could not fail 
to make the connection in the higher 
realm. It takes a lifetime for the ef- 
fects of such love to break through 
the hard shells that we build around 
ourselves, but now—forty years later 
—I can say that as far as I remember, 
he is the only man I ever met in my 
life to whom I would have paid ser- 
ious attention if he had said. “Be ye 
followers of me, even as I am of 
Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1). He was a man 
who had been constrained by the love 
of Jesus Christ. 


FAITH AND MENTAL HEALTH 

A Sociologist from an American 
University and a Psychiatrist from 
a Canadian University (W. J. Eaton 
and R. J. Weil) recently cooperated 
on an important study of the 8,542 
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members of the Hutterite sect, now 
living in North Dakota, Montana 
and Manitoba. These people are the 
descendants of 101 married couples 


which emigrated to: America from. 


Germany in 1874-1877. The study 
was intended to explain the fact that 
the incidence of insanity is much 
lower among these people than 
among other communities in the 
world. It is suspected that in New 
York, for example, there are as 
many psychotic individuals outside 
of mental institutions as there are 
within the institutions. Comparisons, 
therefore, when made with a group 
that has been studied in its entirety, 
are even more favorable to the small 
religious group. 

The conclusion of the scientists is 
very interesting: “The survival of 
this 16th-century peasant culture in 
the heart of the most 20th-century- 
minded continent is a vivid demon- 
stration of the power of values and 
beliefs. Although our data on the 
Hutterites’ mental disorders clearly 
demonstrates the inadequacy of a 
purely cultural approach to the 
problem of mental health, they do 
show that culture has a large influ- 
ence in shaping personality. Psychi- 
atrists who work exclusively in hos- 
pitals or clinics cannot see the whole 
patient as he functions in his total 
environment. Our findings lead us 
to conclude that the social relations 
of the patient and his culture, in- 
cluding the things in which he be- 
lieves, deserve more attention from 
psychiatric researchers and clinicians 
than is commonly given to them.” 

Note well the phrase “including 
the things in which he believes.” 
Faith does have a great effect on the 
mental outlook of an individual. It 
is true, of course, that there are 
people in mental institutions who 
have religious manias. You may be 
sure that it was not Christian truth 
that put them there. It is possible 
that a Christian may be afflicted with 
mental disease just as he may break 
a leg or have cancer. God frequently 
displays His power and love by sav- 
ing men among the despised and 
rejected. “Not many wise men after 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble are called” (1 Cor. 1:26). 
Scientists can never make a complete 
study of the incidence of mental 
diseases and matters of the Christian 
faith because they cannot distinguish 
between supernatural faith and that 
credulity which is called faith by 
some. 


He who redeemed your soul cannot fail you 9 


















What 
Ike's Pastor 
Believes 


By RUSSELL T. HITT 


Waren President Eisenhower made history by becom- 
ing the first chief executive of the U.S. to join a church 
during his term of office, the spotlight of publicity 
turned upon Dr. Edward L. R. Elson, minister of Wash- 
ington’s National Presbyterian Church. 

Although Dr. Elson already had risen to a place of 
prominence in Washington and in his denomination as 
the pastor of “the representative church of the Presby- 
terian Church of the U. S. A.” and had served with high 
distinction as a chaplain during World War II, he now 
had become a national figure. He was to be Ike’s pastor. 

Christians across the land had rejoiced when the new 
President had broken with tradition by offering prayer 
at the inaugural service and had given many other 
evidences that he felt deeply the need of reliance upon 
divine guidance in facing the problems of office. 
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A Christian should be conformable te Christ in his spirit and in his practice 
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Evangelist Billy Graham had interviewed the Presi- 
dent on several occasions and had testified that the 
popular General-President was very earnest about 
spiritual matters. 

But what about the man who would be the President’s 
pastor? What were his qualifications for providing Mr. 
Eisenhower with spiritual help? Was he just another 
preacher, filled with pious platitudes and a beatific 
smile? Or was he a man of God, a prophet who would 
faithfully declare the verities of the Word of God? 

With these and other questions in mind the editors 
of Ererniry decided that the President’s pastor was a 
personality well worth knowing. What he believes, what 
he preaches and how he conducts himself certainly 
means much to President Eisenhower, to the entire 
church and to the people of the United States. 














When this interviewer was ushered into Dr. Elson’s 
study, there was little time taken for the formalities. 
Almost immediately the President’s spiritual advisor 
launched into a discussion of why he believed the 
United States was on the verge of a spiritual awakening. 

“Actually America is experiencing a sort of dicho- 
tomy,” he declared. “On the one hand we observe a 
deterioration in the spiritual and moral tone, yet at the 
same time there are many evidences to support the 
belief that we are experiencing a major religious revival. 

“Only a few years ago many were pretty well con- 
vinced that the days of mass evangelism were over and 
we heard instead that the best means of winning people 
lay in a visitation program. Today, we have seen the 
crowds flock to hear such men as Billy Graham and 
Charles Templeton, while visitation evangelism has in- 
creased in effectiveness. 

Dr. Elson came to know Graham rather intimately 
when the evangelist conducted his Washington cam- 
paign in 1951. Since both of them have ready access to 
the President, they have much in common and confer 
with one another from time to time. 

Dr. Elson freely admitted that Graham’s campaign in 
Washington had been beneficial. For several weeks the 
gospel had a dominant claim upon Capital City. 

“Billy Graham says things and does things differently 
from me, but that is his gift. I have mine. Yet we both 
agree on the basic message that must be proclaimed 
today. I rejoice in the impact that Billy Graham made 
upon the churches of this city.” 

On at least one important occasion, Dr. Elson got in 
touch with Graham and asked that he join him in 
prayer. 

Altogether, Dr. Elson enumerates ten or eleven evi- 
dences of spiritual awakening in the U. S. Perhaps, a 
hasty listing of these will indicate the bent of his think- 
ing: “the spontaneous rise of laymen’s movements”; a 
new earnestness that he finds among college and uni- 
versity students; a “better quality of clergymen today— 
the most promising in generations”; the “phenomenal 
sale of the Holy Scriptures—one million copies of the 
new translation sold before the presses produced them”; 
religious books remain the best sellers year after year; 
an increase of religious radio and television programs; 
a vast expansion in church membership; an increase in 
church building; and “last . . . and most significant .. . 
the dedication of our national leaders to Jesus Christ 
and to the way of faith and prayer.” 

While it is plain that Dr. Elson rejoices in the public 
stand the President has taken in spiritual matters, he 
does not make public his private conversations with 
the nation’s leader. 

“I made two promises to the President,” says the 
stocky, personable clergyman. “One, I would do my 
utmost to be a good pastor to him, and, two, I would 
not use this position for favors to anyone, nor for any- 
thing else than his own spiritual welfare.” 

Before the President joined National Church, there 
had been several conferences and memoranda of in- 
struction. Then on the evening of January 31, a call 
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came to Dr. Elson stating that the President. and Mrs. 
Eisenhower would appreciate meeting with the session 
the next morning before the regular communion service 
and reception of new members. At 8:30 a.m. on Febru- 
ary 1 the Eisenhowers kept their appointment in the 
Session Room behind the church. After questioning that 
has not been revealed, President Eisenhower was bap- 
tized by Dr. Elson and received into the membership of 
the church “upon confession of faith.” Although she was 
baptized as a child in the Presbyterian Church, the 
First Lady was also received upon confession of faith. 

There is no question but that Dr. Elson believes that 
President Eisenhower made a personal commitment to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The rule of the National Pres- 
byterian Church reads: “You may be received into 
membership upon Christian baptism and confession of 
Christ as Lord and Saviour.” 

The minister of National Presbyterian Church is 
described as being “very proper.” He conducts his 
church services and his own affairs with a deep real- 
ization of the place he and his church have in the life 
of the Capital. All who know him say that Dr. Elson 
is ideally suited to the post he holds. He is an eloquent 
preacher. Although the services are quite formal, Dr. 
Elson frankly admits that he likes the part that preach- 
ing plays in the Reformed concept of the oraer of wor- 
ship. There is a splendid balance between orderly 
worship, solid gospel preaching and warm-hearted 
fellowship at National Presbyterian. 

He says that much of his preaching is topical, because 
his sermons are so frequently prepared for some special 
occasion or function. He stated that his messages always 
had biblical basis, that he personally preferred exposi- 
tory preaching. 

With his background of experience as an Army chap- 
lain (as a colonel he was chaplain of the XXI Corps 
in the European theater) and a pastoral history of a 
number of years, Dr. Elson has seen enough of life to 
be keenly aware of contemporary problems. In a mes- 
sage entitled, “Meeting the Moral Crisis of Our Time,” 
he declared: 

“Modern man has developed scientifically and tech- 
nically to such an extent that these have outstripped 
his moral and spiritual development . . . Human char- 
acter is still the basic problem. We must still deal with 
man as an individual.” 

In his sermons he often refers to the conversion 
stories of Paul and Wesley and others who have had 
“personal experiences with Christ.” 

In a Lenten message he compared the love of Christ 
with atomic power. “The redemptive love of Christ is 
the greatest energy working in the universe beside 
which atomic energy and the accumulated power of 
man are like child’s play,” he said. 

“The cross is the sign of that energy of divine love 
that suffers but never bullies, that invites but never 
forces, that waits but never breaks the entrance—that 
goes on loving and loving until there is nothing else 
to do but surrender to it.” 

(Continued on page 44) 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in 
His kingdom ruleth over all. 


INTERRACIAL CONFERENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
In view of the explosiveness of the 

racial situation in South Africa, it 
is interesting to have word from 

Johannesburg that an interdenomi- 
national, interracial conference, 
sponsored by the Dutch Reformed 
Church is to be held in 1954, to con- 
sider the theme: ‘‘The Application 
of Christian Principles in a Multi- 
Racial Society.’’ One hundred dele- 
gates representing the principal 
missionary organizations in South 
Africa are sending delegates to the 
erganizing conference, and all estab- 
lished churehes in South Africa are 
being asked to send one white and | 
one non-white representative to the 
main conference. The Chairman, 
The Rev. J. Reyneke said he hoped 
the conference would bring ‘‘ Chris- 
tian churchmen of all races and de- 
nominations together, for the first 
time, on a common platform.’’ 
Surely the prayers of all of the 
Lord’s true people will be with 
every effort that can be made by 
anyone to heal the wounds which 
have grown so deep in that land of 
sorrow. 

We add a postscript to the above 
since we have received a clipping 
from the London Times which is giv- 
ing important coverage to the move- 
ment described. The Times speaks 
of the organizing convention and 
savs, ‘‘It has been shown so far at 
this three-day conference that there 
is general uneasiness, to say the 
least, at measures tending to deprive 
non-European races of the normal 
freedoms of civilized peoples, but 
there is a notable difference in the 
eaution with which church leaders 
voice their opinion.’’ 
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the Heavens; and 
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Dr. B. B. Keet, of the famed theo- 
logical seminary at Stellenbosch did 
not mince words when he said that 
it was natural to try to explain the 
existence of separate churches as 
concern for the independent de- 
velopment of colored people but 
‘*this has deceived nobody but our- 
selves. The color feeling was the 
real reason.’? He urged persever- 
ance in prayer to bring about a 
change of heart to free them from 
the unreasonable—not to say un- 
ehristian—color and race sentiment 
from which they all suffered. ‘‘ Even 
in our legislation to preserve our 
so-called white civilization,’’ he said, 
‘‘the mark of Cain is emphasized 
through prohibition of marriage not 
between believers and unbelievers, 
Christians and barbarians, but be- 
tween white and colored. And out- 
side marriage we forbid relations 
not between white and white or col- 
ored and colored but between white 
and colored and then call it an im- 
moral act. What irony!’’ Present at 
the meeting as observers were the 
Canadian High Commissioner to 
South Africa and a representative 
of the United States Embassy. 


SPIRITUAL RESTLESSNESS 


A. J. Toynbee, in his recent Gif- 
ford Lectures at the University of 
Edinburgh, spoke of western so- 
ciety’s changing concept of its sym- 
bolic hero. In the Middle Ages and 
the early modern times society ideal- 
ized the inspired saint. In the late 
modern age the West had substi- 
tuted for this the figure of the in- 
vineible technician, not the abstract 
thinker, but the practical man who 
increased mankind’s wealth and 
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power by extending the limits of 
human control over non-human 
nature. In the seventeenth century 
the technician stole the role of west- 
ern hero from the theologian be- 
cause he seemed harmless by com- 
parison. It was taken for granted 
that technical advance was only 
beneficent for the human race. This 
eonecept was rudely shattered at 
Hiroshima. 

The western world is now grop- 
ing. Then, speaking of the fact that 
security measures had forced an 
ending of the free interchange of 
information among scientists, Mr. 
Toynbee asks, ‘‘Is technology going 
now to suffer the eclipse that over- 
took theology 300 years ago? And if 
so, is religion going to return again 
to the West through a scientific 
door?’’ This, from a_ well-known 
agnostic is significant as one more 
indication of the great spiritual 
restlessness of our day and of the 
fact that spiritual matters are 
claiming the top-level thinking of 
the minds of many men. 


ANTI-PROTESTANT AGREEMENT 

Various Spanish commentators on 
the recently signed concordat be- 
tween Spain and the Vatican show 
the anti-Protestant basis of the 
agreement. Commenting on the long 
period that had elapsed before 
negotiations for the concordat were 
undertaken, General Franco stated 
that Spain thought it best to lie low 
as long as the UN ban on Spain was 
in effect but that the negotiations 
with Rome were undertaken the 
moment the ban was lifted. Empha- 
sizing the religious unity of Spain. 
Franco drew attention to Article 
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VI of the Constitution, which is 
mentioned in the concordat, guaran- 
teeing freedom of private worship 
to non-Catholics but prohibiting the 
public manifestation of their cult. 
Franco said that non-Romanists 
would be allowed to practice their 
religion only as long as their activ- 
ities did not conflict with the ‘‘Cath- 
olic unity’’ of Spain. ‘‘This toler- 
ance toward other creeds and cults,’’ 
he stressed, ‘‘does not mean freedom 
of propaganda which might foment 
religious discords and attempt to 
turn [Roman] Catholics away from 
religious truth.’’ 


MOSLEM REFUGEES 

The London Times Karachi cor- 
respondent writes of the refugee 
problem in Pakistan at the time of 
the sixth anniversary of the parti- 
tion of the two countries. Five 
thousand refugees per month are 
still arriving from India. Tens of 
thousands remain homeless in Kar- 
achi. It is officially estimated that 
more than eight million have arrived 
since partition, and that three mil- 
lion have died. While the last figure 
may be somewhat exaggerated the 
casualties certainly must be counted 
in millions. Karachi three years ago 
had a population of 300,000, now 
has 1,600,000 people, multitudes of 
whom live outdoors under mattings 
or sleep on. the sidewalks. Fortu- 
nately there have been no epidemics, 
though tuberculosis is rife. These 
people are fanatical Moslems and 
the government will not allow mis- 
sionary work among them. 


COMMUNISM IN ASIA 


The Indian diplomatist and _his- 
torian, Sardar K. M. Pannikar, has 
analyzed in his recent book Asia 
and Western Dominance the rise 
and importance of the various fac- 
tors which have shaped Asia’s pres- 
ent attitude toward the West. He 
argues that the two world wars, 
which in Asian eyes were civil con- 
flicts between the western powers, 
have convinced Asians that the 
West has forfeited its claim to lead 
the world because it does not possess 
the secret of world peace. This con- 
viction lies behind much of the 
Asian trend to neutralism, which is 
in essence a reluctance to be dragged 
into international rivalries which 
Asian countries do not share and 
eannot control. 

It is open to doubt, indeed, 
whether the present attitude of Asia 
toward the western world would be 
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widely different if Communism had 
never emerged as an international 
force; it has merely provided one 
further source of misunderstanding 
between Asia and the West. Since 
the only kind of Communism which 
Asia knows is Asian Communism, 
practiced by fellow-Asians and 
claiming to be inspired by the ideals 
of freedom and racial equality 
which Asianism accepts, many non- 
Communist Asian countries—Siam 
and the Philippines perhaps ex- 
cepted—remain unconvinced that it 
is either in their interest or their 
duty to join the western powers in 
countering Communism everywhere. 
This, however, does not prevent 
them from taking vigorous action 


against any domestic Communist - 


movements which aim at subverting 
established institutions. 


THE METHOD OF CHRIST 


A new book in England which is 
being very widely received is Let- 
ters and Papers from Prison, trans- 
lated from the German of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. There is no doubt that 
this author, who was a pastor in the 
German Confessional Church, was 
a man of great courage and forti- 
tude. He was in the United States 
on a lecture trip in 1939 but re- 
turned immediately to Germany. 
was shortly thereafter imprisoned 
and was hanged by the Gestapo in 
the Flossenburg on April 9th, 1945. 
Those who knew him said that he 
made on them ‘‘impressions of 
humility, sweetness and joy.”’ 

From a review in the British 
Weekly it would appear that Bon- 
hoeffer was very far from holding 
the evangelical faith, for his the- 
ology is described as ‘‘a theology of 
non-religious worldliness, not seek- 
ing to convict the world of sin and 
frustration in spite of itself, or to 
convert a few individuals who still 
ean be persuaded to think about 
their souls, but rather to seek the 
way of Christ in and for a world 
which has become mature withont 
God. and to confront the world with 
Christ.’’ That is all verv pretty, but 
it has no content. Societv is com- 
posed of individuals and the method 
of Christ, aceording to His eom- 
mand was that the gospel should be 
preached to every creature. 


A VERY PRESENT HELP 

Helmut Gollwitzer was a German 
who spent five years in the Russian 
prison camps. He has written a 
diary, Unwilling Journey, which is 


a beautiful. memoir of the exper- 
iences of a Christian in the midst of ' 
great trouble. t 

Gollwitzer ‘approached Russia © 
with open-minded hope, prepared 
by his repentance for the sins of his 
people, and by his. leftist-socialist 
political sympathies, to find much 
that was encouraging and fruitful 
there. His findings were otherwise. 
The book is not, however, primarily, 
a political analysis. It is a guide to 
and a record of Christian (and non- 
Christian) living in prison, under 
starvation and the dog-eat-dog state 
of mind which hunger and Soviet 
policy in the camps created. 
Through all the unwilling journey, 
this book records the Christian’s 
discovery in experience and prac- 
tice, that He who girds and earries 
in Moseow and Siberia, is the 
Saviour. 


NO CHURCH IN TOWN 


Stalinstadt, the new residential 
town being built near Fuerstenberg- 
an-der-Oder, in East Germany, 18 
not to have a church. The town, de- 
scribed as ‘‘the first Socialist city 
of the German Democratic Repub- 
lic,’’ will have some 15,000 inhabi- 
tants. Both Protestant and Roman- 
ist authorities have done their ut- 
most to obtain permission for the 
erection of some place of worship, 
but without avail. The Gossner 
Mission has in the meantime sent 
one of its ‘‘Gospel Caravans’’ to 
Stalinstadt, from which two young 
pastoral workers sent by the leaders 
of the Protestant church are en- 
deavoring to minister to the spir- 
itual needs of the community. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC TELEVISION 


The Tablet, organ of the Roman 
Church in Great Britain, is always 
interested in films and _ television. 
The British Romanists have done 
some splendid’ things in audio- 
visuals, splendid from the point of 
view of art, though not of theology. 
Now they write, ‘‘Color television, 
now beginning in the States, is ap- 
parently going to have the effect, as 
a by-product, of making more sta- 
tions, because more wavebands, 
available: and this will be very im- 
portant for [Roman] Catholic tele- 
vision, because color is a large part 
of the liturgy, and the use the 
Chureh has always made of color— 
the Cistercians apart—will be more 
effective than ever before in his- 
tory.’’ 
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CHAPTER 3 


TWO WILLS 


PART 2 


A basis for the answer to the problem of continuing 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


HERE were at least two courses open to God when 

Lucifer sinned. He could, in His omnipotence, have 

destroyed Lucifer with a stroke. Had he done this, 
He could never have created another being as high and 
wonderful as Lucifer, seated as prime minister of the 
universe, possessing the gift of will and of choice, with- 
out seeing the same rebellion occur again and again. 
We may be thankful that God did not strike Lucifer 
down and so make of eternity a series of high creations, 
willful rebellions and powerful outbursts of judgment 
and suppression. 

However, the evidence of Scripture and history shows 
that God chose rather to give the rebel a full opportun- 
ity of exploiting every avenue of his power and wisdom 
so that it might be demonstrated that nothing good 
could ever come to the creation apart from that which 
originates in God Himself. The full significance of this 
is better understood after we have considered the 
details of Satan’s willful claims. When Satan conceived 
a will that was contrary to God, he formulated a plan 
of attack which is set forth in the five “I wills” of 
Isaiah’s account. 


Rebellion Began on Earth 


The first, “I will ascend into Heaven,” is the an- 
nouncement of his general objective and includes the 
very important fact that the rebellion began on this 
earth. Milton, in Paradise Lost, has Lucifer beginning 
in Heaven, and cast out when he gathers a host of 
angels to fight against God. Thrust out with their 
leader, they all fall to Hell where they lie 

Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooks 

In Vallombrosa. 
After a consultation in Satan’s palace, which they have 
built in Hell and named Pandemonium, it is recounted 
that a rumor has been current in Heaven to the effect 
that God was planning to create a new world and 
govern it by a new creature to be called man. It is 
decided, therefore, that their best policy is to investi- 
gate the rumor and, if it is verified, to turn their atten- 
tion to man, so that, seducing him, they might frustrate 
the plans of God. The poem goes on to show the carry- 
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evil and the present force of sin in the world. 


ing out of this plan, the consequent sin of man and the 
loss of Paradise. Where there is a partial mitigation of 
error through the presentation of the fact that redemp- 
tion is through Christ untold numbers of students, 
reading the poem in class, get the idea that the above 
doctrinal outline is biblical. This is far from the truth, 
Satan’s rebellion began on this earth and proceeded 
toward Heaven and the throne of God. 


God’s Throne the Center 

Men have long argued the question of the center of 
the universe. Some, through tradition, taught that the 
earth was the center of all things. This was a purely 
human, if not satanic, point of view. When Copernicus 
brought out his astronomical system, there were those 
who opposed it on the ground that it could not be true 
since they supposed the Bible depicts a geocentric 
universe—a universe that is a circle or globe of which 
the earth is the center. But, of course, the Bible no- 
where teaches any such thing. It goes without saying 
that the Heaven of God’s throne is the center of all 
things; but the material universe, in the sovereign plan 
of God, was created as a vast theater to declare the 
glory of God (Psa. 19:1). Now, where is the center of 
a theater? Is it on the floor at the intersection of the 
diameters of its auditorium? Is it midway between floor 
and ceiling above the intersection of its diameters? Or, 
is it the stage on which the play is enacted? The answer 
is obvious. In this theater of the universe, the earth is 
the stage on which the whole drama of rebellion, ruin, 
fall, judgment, redemption, salvation and the triumph 
and ultimate vindication of God’s wisdom and right- 
eousness is being unrolled in the amazing spectacle of 
the invisible war. And it is in this light we must under- 
stand the words of Christ as He came to the end of His 
earthly life and faced the cross: “I have glorified Thee 
on the earth . . .” He said to the Father, as though 
announcing that the very dust which had seen the 
original rebellion had now seen the greater obedience 
out of which should come the final banishment of sin 
from the universe. 


ETERNITY 


the 
n of 
mp- 
nts, 
ove 
uth, 
ded 


> of 
the 
ely 
cus 
ose 
rue 
tric 
‘ich 
no- 
ing 

all 
lan 
the 


ver 


ice 
sin 


ry 


The Heavenly Territory 

Let us now consider the heavenly territory which 
Satan proposed to conquer. The Bible uses the word 
or idea of Heaven in four different senses: that of the 
immediate atmosphere of earth, including the clouds; 
that of our solar system and the heaven of the stars; 
that of the lower Heavens, presently occupied by the 
forces of Satan and the scene of his spiritual activity; 
and that of the far above Heavens of the throne of God. 
We make no attempt to go into detail about a subject 
so wonderful that when Paul speaks of a man caught 
up into the third Heaven, he describes him as having 
heard words that are “not lawful for a man to utter” 
(2 Cor. 12:4). But we do know that Moses was strictly 
admonished to make every detail of the tabernacle and 
its worship serve “unto the example and shadow of 
heavenly things” (Ex. 25:40; Heb. 8:5) and the New 
Testament tells us that the tabernacle was itself the 
pattern of things in the Heavens (Heb. 9:23). When we 
read that the tabernacle contained a holy place and the 
holiest of all (Heb. 9:2,3), we are to understand that 
there is a similar plan in the Heavenlies. Thus, we read 
that Christ in His ascension entered into the holy place 
(Heb. 9:12), higher than the Heavens (Heb. 7:26); or, 
as it is stated in Ephesians, He was raised to the right 
hand of the Father in the Heavens far above all princi- 
pality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named (Eph. 1:20, 21). 

We have already seen that Satan’s palace was on the 
primal earth, in Eden, the garden of God (Ezek. 28:13) 
which antedated the first rebellion. And we have noted 
that one of Satan’s main titles concerns itself with his 
principality over this particular world (John 14:30; 
16:11). Now, it is most important that we determine 
where Satan was at the moment of his rebellion. Most 
commentators have assumed that'‘he was somewhere in 
Heaven, that his fall took place there, and that he was 
cast down to earth. However, we find no evidence for 
such a position. Rather do we find the Bible specifically 
teaching that his rebellion took place on earth and that 
its first manifestation was a bold statement from Lucifer 
that he would ascend into Heaven. 


The Prophetic Past 

Perhaps this difficulty has arisen for some commenta- 
tors through a misreading of a prophecy made by Christ 
concerning Satan’s future ejection from Heaven: “I 
beheld Satan as lightning fall from Heaven” (Lk. 10:18). 
We shall establish that, although it is in the past tense, 
this phrase is assuredly a prophecy of something that 
has not yet taken place. Since its ultimate occurrence 
is a part of the plan of God, it can be expressed as some- 
thing done and accomplished. Many future events are 
thus set forth in the Bible in what is known as the 
prophetic past tense. 

Perhavs the most thrilling example of this usage is 
the statement concerning ourselves that we are already 
glorified and in Heaven: “whom he did foreknow he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son [past tense for a past event]..Moreover whom 
he did predestinate them he also called [past tense for 
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Because you are justified you are to be holy 





a past event]; and whom he called them he also justified, 
[past tense for an event that was once future for 
believers and is now past, but which is yet future’ for 
those who shall be saved in days to come]; and whom 
he justified them he also glorified [past tense for an 
event that is wholly future]” (Rom. 8:29, 30). There are 
many similar usages of the past tense in the Werd of 
God. 

This is surely the principle to be applied to the pas- 
sage in question. The seventy who had been sent forth 
to preach returned to the Lord in exultation because 
even the demons were subject to them. Looking for a 
moment beyond His disciples and seeing that glorious 
day when Satan and all his forces should be swept out 
of Heaven, the Lord answered: “I beheld Satan as 
lightning fall from Heaven.” 

Much later the Lord spoke again of this removal of 
Satan from the heavenly sphere, saying: “Now is the 
judgment of this world, now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out” (John 12:31). Here again we must 
understand it as prophecy, as a proclamation of the 
moral ground upon which God will deal with sin. Christ, 
about to die, is saying: “Now is the cross coming to 
pass, and it is the basis of the judgment of this present 
world system. Now is the cross coming to pass, and it 
assures the doom of Satan.” 

In view of these passages therefore, we believe the 
career of Satan should be outlined thus: He began on 
earth as its prince. He entered into Heaven carrying 
the worship of his principality into the presence of God, 
even into the very throne room. So great was the power 
that he saw himself exercising on earth, greater than 
the power of lesser creatures stationed on various levels 
in the Heavens, that he determined to move into Heaven 
and take possession of its government. This is the heart 
meaning of the Isaiah passage with its series of “I wills.” 
They are five cries of progressive desire for more and 
more power. They reflect the inner mind of Lucifer 
where his imagination had already moved him from his 
own throne on earth to the throne of God in Heaven. 
Each succeeding declaration is one step beyond the 
last. The first, “I will ascend into Heaven,” is the 
demand that the sphere of his rule be lifted from earth 
to the Heavens. Seeing himself as more glorious than 
the creatures used by God in the administration of the 
sanctuaries of Heaven, he sets forth his extravagant 
claims that he will go up, up, up, up, even until he has 
displaced the Most High God on the throne of the 
universe. 

His second pretension, “I will exalt my throne above 
the stars of God,” is not a mere literary repetition of 
the previous clause. In order to understand this phrase 
it is necessary for us to comprehend some things that 
the Bible teaches about the stars. If we examine every 
verse in the Bible where there is mention of the stars, 
we will see, immediately, that the passages fall into two 
groups. There are those verses which refer to the stars 
which we see in the sky, the study of which falls in the 
realm of astronomy. But there are other verses which 
clearly speak of stars which are not to be seen in the 
skies, but which are messengers of God. Nor should 
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Gideons Appeal Bible Ban 
to U.S. Supreme Court 


BULLETIN 


The Cabinet of Gideons Interna- 
tional announced December 29 in 
Chicago that they would appeal to 
the U. S. Supreme Court the recent 
New Jersey ban on the distribution 
of Bibles in the public schools. 


“We disagree with the court’s con- 
tention that the Gideon Bible is a 
sectarian book,” Raymond R. Lind- 
sey, Gideon president, declared. 

Gideons across the country had be- 
seiged their Chicago headquarters 
with telegrams, letters and phone 
calls, urging the action taken by the 
Gideon Cabinet. 

Lindsey stated that Jacob Stam, 
Paterson, N. J., lawyer who helped 
try the case in Hackensack, would 
prosecute the appeal to the U. S. 
Supreme Court. 

The Gideons also will continue their 
Bible distribution to public school 
children in other states unaffected by 
the New Jersey ruling. 





On the ground that the Bible is a 
“sectarian book,” the New Jersey Su- 
preme Court has ruled against the dis- 
tribution of the King James Version of 
the Bible in the public schools. 

Protestants across the land and evan- 
gelicals in particular felt that the court 
ruling was another blow against the 
freedom of religion that has prevailed 
since the early days of the republic. 

Evangelist Billy Graham stated that 
the barring of Bible distribution in New 
Jersey made a “tremendous contribu- 
tion to the Communist cause. 

“Our founding fathers meant to guar- 
antee us freedom of religion, not free- 
dom from religion,” Graham declared at 
Louisville, Ky., where he was addressing 
students of the Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary. 
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“God would be sectarian to an atheist.” 
Graham said. “But our coins carry an 
inscription, ‘In God we trust.’ 


“We are a Christian nation, but if 
this kind of thing keeps up, we’ll soon 
have to rule Bibles from our courtrooms 
and inauguration ceremonies because ‘it 
is a sectarian’ book.” 

In an opinion by Chief Justice Arthur 
T. Vanderbilt, the court unanimously 
voided a resolution of the Rutherford 
Board of Education permitting the dis- 
tribution of Gideon Bibles to school 
pupils whose parents requested them in 
writing. At the same time the court re- 
versed a decision of the Appellate Divi- 
sion of the Superior Court upholding 
the Rutherford board. 


The Supreme Court decision resulted 
from an appeal taken by Bernard Tudor 
of Rutherford, parent of a Jewish pupil. 
The defendants were the Gideons Inter- 
national and the Rutherford Board of 
Education. 

Tudor and Ralph Lecoque, a Roman 
Catholic parent, filed suit to prevent the 
Bible distribution. A temporary injunc- 
tion was granted them by a Superior 
Court judge in February, 1952. In 
March, 1953, the Appellate Division 
ruled in favor of the Gideons. Lecoque 
later withdrew from the case. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, president of the 
American Jewish Congress, expressed 
great jubilation over the decision. 

He declared that the ruling was the 
first by any state’s highest court which 
“accepts and gives full weight to com- 
petent scientific evidence on the evil 
psychological and_ sociological conse- 
quences of sectarian intrusion upon 
public education.” 

In other areas of the country the 
Gideons went on quietly with their 
program of Bible distribution in the 
schools. In East Baton Rouge, La., the 
local camp of Gideons moved ahead with 
plans to put New Testaments in the 
hands of pupils. 

The New Jersey litigation is the most 
damaging blow yet received although 
Gideons have previously met with re- 
fusal when they sought to distribute 
Bibles in other communities. Opposi- 
tion to Bible distribution has come in- 
variably from Roman Catholics and 
occasionally from Jews. 
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HOME MINISTER KATJU 
Bolsters missionary hopes 


India Gives Further Assurances 

Further assurances that the Govern- 
ment is not seeking to restrict evan- 
gelistic missionary work in India are 
contained in a December Parliament 
message at Delhi by the Home Minister, 
Dr. Kailash Nath Katju. 

Dr. Katju, referring to the administra- 
tion’s attitude toward foreign mission- 
aries and mission organizations, said the 
Indian Government would not interfere 
with their internal organization. He also 
indicated that there would be no curb 
on the gospel efforts of missionaries. 

Although other assurances on the 
Government’s attitude toward mission- 
aries had been given recently, Dr. 
Katju’s was regarded as most significant. 

It was he who raised doubt about their 
status last April by telling Parliament 
that the Government expected foreign- 
ers to limit themselves to “uplift work,” 
leaving evangelism to Indian citizens 
exclusively. 

Dr. Katju’s April statement was made 
during Parliamentary protests over the 
“proselytizing” activities of some for- 
eign Christian missionaries in a specific 
region of India. 

Since then Christian leaders have ob- 
jected that some Christian families at 
Karsoura in the Mathura district of 
Uttar Pradesh were forcibly converted 
to Hinduism. 

In a press statement on that incident, 
Dr. Katju, who is a Hindu, said he “was 
distressed that Indian Christians . . . are 
being maltreated on the ground of their 
religion.” 

Stressing the importance of the free- 
dom of religion, he declared: 
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Holy writ, legal writ, common 
sense and Kleenex are Mrs. Dan 
Ann Morgan’s tools for mending 
splintered lives. 

Mrs. Morgan practices her ex- 
traordinary carpentry as domestic 
relations counselor in the office of 
District Attorney Henry Wade in 
Dallas, Tex. To her knowledge, she 
is not just the first person in Dallas 
but the only person in Texas to hold 
this particular sort of job, the Dallas 
Morning News relates. 

Through her little office flows a 
muddled stream of humanity: Wives 
who want to file charges of non- 
support against their husbands, hus- 
bands who want to explain why 
they can no longer live with their 
wives, people at wits’ end who 
simply want to tell how they got 
there. 

Some of these emotionally bat- 
tered visitors doubtless expect to 
find a tough sister in a “Dragnet” 
setting. If so, they are pleasantly 
disappointed. They find instead a 
smiling, matter-of-fact, 50-year-old 
who looks much younger, a good 
listener primed for any emergency. 
Her equipment includes a Bible, 
psychology books and Kleenex for 
weeping callers—unless allergic col- 
leagues have exhausted the supply. 

Mrs. Morgan and her close col- 
laborator, John Maxfield, assistant 
district attorney, have another weap- 
on for use when all else fails: A 
charge of nonsupport. If ignored, 
this is followed by a desertion 
charge and a possible two years in 
the penitentiary. 

First, however, the counselor does 
her utmost to patch things up. Last 
year’s record is a fair measure of 
her success. A total of 3,744 inter- 
views, two thirds of which Mrs. 
Morgan handled herself, resulted in 
the filing of only 165 desertion 
charges. 

Behind the cold statistics are prin- 
ciples and methods developed over 
seven grueling years. “I keep the 
children always in mind; we have 
long since learned that they are 
better off at home with their 
parents.” 

A typical case quickly reaches the 
point where accusations of increas- 
ing bitterness are bouncing back 





She Uses Bible to Mend Lives 





Dallas Morning News 


and forth like tennis balls. When 
Mrs...Morgan can get a word in, she 
asks, “But you married her—why? 
What attracted you? Can you name 
five good things about her?” 

As a clincher to this particular 
approach, she uses the biblical com- 
mand to think on “whatsoever 
things are good.” The Bible pro- 
vides another punch line for use 
with men only: “When the Lord 
said, ‘Adam, where are you?’ that 
placed the responsibility squarely 
on you. It made you the head of 
your house. Now what are you 
going to do about it?” 

All in all, Mrs. Morgan finds the 
Bible her most useful manual of 
procedure, as well as the greatest 
lack in the lives of the men and 
women who sit across her desk. 

“Not very many couples say that 
they both attend church. If their 
lives were founded on the Rock 
Jesus Christ, they could endure 
hardship.” 

The counselor’s own life and that 
of her husband, Erle, give every 
indication of being founded on this 
Rock. They are veteran church 
workers, currently at Calvary Bap- 
tist. Childless themselves, they have 
helped educate half a dozen young 
people. 

Her reaction to the job is char- 
acteristic: “My main motive for 
coming down here was simply to 
preach the gospel.” 








“I am aware that in many villages 
there are Harijans (low caste people) 
who have. become converts to Chris- 
tianity. That is a matter entirely for 
them to decide.” 

In November, foreign missionaries 
were encouraged by an address given 
by Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, minister of 
Health and only Christian member of 
the Cabinet, at an International Leprosy 
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Conference at Lucknow. (See ETeErniry, 
January, 1954.) 

She declared the Government placed 
no restrictions on purely religious or 
welfare activity of foreign missionaries. 
The Government wants only that mis- 
sionaries keep themselves “aloof from 
political propaganda,” she said. 

Veteran missionaries to India have re- 


ceived the statements by the Govern- 


ment officials with varied reactions. 
They declare that the entire subject of 
missionary activity in India is complex 
and that U. S. evangelicals should avoid 
becoming either too pessimistic or opti- 
mistic about the future of- missionary’ 
activity in India. They also have pointed 
out that public statements of Govern- 
ment spokesmen do not always coincide 
with the experiences of missionaries 
who are seeking visas to enter India. 
When this situation changes, missionary 
spokesmen stated, there will be real 
cause for rejoicing. 


Spain Closes Two Chapels 


Spain continues to demonstrate the 
Roman Catholic version of religious 
liberty. 

In recent actions, the Spanish Govern- 
ment has closed two chapels and ex- 
pelled the pastor of one. 

The Rev. John Johann Aerni, Swiss 
pastor of an American Protestant chapel 
at Archena in Murcia Province, was 
expelled from Spain after officials re- 
fused to renew his residence permit or 
grant permission for the reopening of 
the chapel. The Archena chapel is 
sponsored by The Evangelical Alliance 
Mission of Chicago. 

Aerni, who served the chapel as pas- 
tor before and during the Spanish Civil 
War, was previously expelled in 1940 
for alleged contacts with the left-wing 
groups in the Loyalist cause. The pastor 
denied the charges and was permitted 
to re-enter Spain in 1951. 

Police also closed the Baptist chapel 
in the Madrid suburb of Cuatro Caminos. 
Its pastor, Francisco Fernandez, had 
been fined at least three times previously 
for conducting religious services in the 
chapel without the written permission 
of the Ministry of the Interior, which 
characteristically had dallied. 

However, verbal police authorization 
had been given to conduct worship 
services in the church. 


DeHaan Wins Tax Suit 


A radio Bible class may be regarded 
as a regularly organized house of wor- 
ship under the Michigan sales tax law, 
Circuit Judge Karl K. Leibrand ruled 
at Bay City, Mich. 

As a result of the ruling, Dr. Martin 
R. DeHaan, Grand Rapids radio preacher, 
is entitled to a refund of $1,200 from the 
Michigan State Department of Revenue 
for taxes paid on religious pamphlets 
and folders sent to radio listeners in 
many parts of the country. 

The case, called “unusual” by the 
judge himself, hinged on a contention 
by the Baptist minister that his weekly 
radio Bible class was a regularly or- 
ganized church and thus was exempt 
from the Michigan sales tax. 

The Michigan revenue department 
argued that the Sunday programs, 
broadcast over 340 Mutual network and 
independent stations, were neither a 
school nor a church and thus not exempt 
within the meaning of the sales tax law. 
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Dr. DeHaan, 61, who practiced medi- 
cine for ten years before he was or- 
dained in 1925, paid the tax under pro- 
test and brought suit against the revenue 
department. 

He testified during the court hearings 
that he had circulated about 600,000 
pamphlets and booklets a year and that 
95 per cent of them were sent to lis- 
teners free of charge. The other five 
per cent, or 30,000, were sold at from 
five to fifteen cents, he said. 

The radio minister, who makes no 
plea for funds on the air, but takes in 
about $300,000 a year from listeners 
through mail appeals, contended that if 
the sales tax on his pamphlets was valid, 
the statute violated the Ist and 14th 
amendments to the U. S. Constitution. 
He said it impaired the free exercise of 
religion and created an unreasonable 
tax classification between his “church 
ef the air” and other religious societies. 

Testimony in the case showed that 
Dr. DeHaan, his wife and a daughter 
are the only stockholders in Radio Bible 
Class, Inc., with headquarters in Grand 
Rapids and a staff of 15 full-time and 10 
part-time employees. Dr. DeHaan draws 
$5,200 annual salary. His wife gets none 
and his daughter is paid $15 a week as 
organist. 


TV Stations Book Baptist Film 


Forty TV stations in 22 states have 
booked a 15-minute film on “The Com- 
ing of Christ” produced for the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s radio and television 
commission, it was announced by the 
Rev. Paul M. Stevens, director of the 
commission. 

The film comprises a series of still 
scenes in color with narration and back- 
ground music. It is the first of a series 
of eight that will cover the complete 
story of “The Life of Christ” based on 
the King James Version of the Bible, 
Stevens said. 


25 Million TV Sets 


As of September 1, there were an esti- 
mated 25 million TV sets in the United 
States, an increase of 6% million over 
1952. Fifty-five per cent of all United 
States homes now have TV sets. 


Providence Quits Radio 


WPTL, non-commercial FM radio sta- 
tion operated by the Providence Bible 
Institute, discontinued operations at the 
conclusion of its regular broadcast period 
on December 20. 

Dr. Howard W. Ferrin, Institute presi- 
dent, blamed the station’s limited audi- 
ence, TV competition and lack of 
adequate financial support for the deci- 
sion to take it off the air nearly six 
years after its first broadcast. 

He said the Institute’s board of trus- 
tees “believe the monies used to subsi- 
dize the radio can better be used in a 
much-needed program of providing aid 
to our growing student body.” 
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EVANGELISTIC TEAM 





Dr. Lovis H. Evans of Los Angeles, noted 
Presbyterian preacher, and Connie Haines, 
radio and TV songstress, have teamed up 
in a unique mission to Pacific Air Force 
bases. The mission is in the nature of a 
pilot project for a proposed program to 
team professional entertainers with ci- 
vilian clergymen in Protestant preaching 
missions to Air Force installations abroad. 





WPTL was the first frequency modu- 
lation outlet in Rhode Island and the 
first FM station in New England with a 
non-commercial, educational license. It 
has been broadcasting from 3 to 10 P.M. 
weekdays and from 9:45 A.M. to 10:15 
P.M. on Sundays. 


SUM Celebrates Jubilee 


Celebration of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the founding of the Sudan United 
Mission has been scheduled. for 1954. 

Facetiously called the “Sudan Un- 
known Mission” because its efforts have 
not been so widely publicized, the so- 
ciety has conducted an effective witness 
in northern Nigeria for a half century. 

The mission came into being partly 
through the efforts of Dr. H. Gratton- 
Guinness who as far back as 1889 was 
publishing a monthly periodical called, 
The Sudan and the Regions Beyond. The 
field was then closed to missionary ef- 
fort but his daughter, Lucy, joined forces 
with Dr. Karl Kumm to form the Sudan 
Pioneer Mission in 1902. The Sudan 
United Mission came into being June 15, 
1904, after several missionary societies 
joined in an urgent appeal to the 
churches to form a united mission to 
halt the growing threat of Mohammed- 
anism. 

Later branches of SUM were formed 
in the U. S. South Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand, Canada, Norway, Den- 





mark and Switzerland. Today SUM has 
nearly 300 missionaries working in 
Nigeria, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, French 
Cameroons and French Equatorial Africa. 

North Americans have centered their 
interest in French Equatorial Africa 
which is supervised by the Rev. V. E. 
Veary, who is the field director. Recently 
Veary completed the translation of the 
New Testament in the Ngambai lan- 


guage. 


Young Life Launches Institute 


Young Life Institute, “providing grad- 
uate training in teen-age evangelism,” 
will be launched next summer by Young 
Life Campaign of Colorado Springs, ac- 
cording to Jim Rayburn, national direc- 
tor of the mission to American high 
schoolers. 

Operating on a three-summer sched- 
ule, the institute will conduct its first 
session from June 20 through August 28 
at one of the Colorado properties of the 
Campaign. 

The school will be headed by Dr. J. 
Laurence Kulp, associate professor of 
geochemistry at Columbia University. 
Walden Howard of the Young Life staff 
will serve as dean and registrar. 

Faculty members who have agreed to 
serve are Dr. Philip F. Ashton, Seattle 
Pacific College; Dr. Donald Grey Barn- 
house; Dr. Richard S. Beal, Jr. and Dr. 
Vernon C. Grounds, Conservative Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary; Dr. Frank E. 
Gaebelein, Stony Brook School; Dr. 
Ralph E. Hone, Gordon College; Dr. 
Everett F. Harrison, Fuller Theological 
Seminary; Dr. Frank A. Houser, Dr. 
Russell Mixter and Dr. Merrill C. Ten- 
ney, Wheaton College; Dr. Bernard 
Ramm and Dr. W. Robert Smith, Bethel 
College; and Dr. Francis Steele of Phila- 
delphia. 

Enrollment preference will be given 
to college graduates, both men and 
women, who plan to enter Young Life 
work on a full or part-time basis. Be- 
side two semesters of study for three 
summers, the course will require coun- 
seling experience in the Young Life 
ranches for high school students and 
supervised practical work in the inter- 
vening winters, along with an outline 
program of reading. 


Nearly 6,000 ‘Faith’ Missionaries 


A total of 5,587 of the Protestant mis- 
sionaries of the world now operate 
under the sponsorship of the 34 “faith 
missions” affiliated with the Interde- 
nominational Foreign Missions Associa- 
tion. The IFMA missions also have 486 
accepted candidates under -appointment. 

These figures were released at the an- 
nual meeting of the IFMA held late m 
November in the Scofield Memorial 
Church of Dallas. 

IFMA officers re-elected were Rev. 
E. A. Shank, South African General 
Mission, ‘president; Rev. M. A. Darroch, 
Sudan Interior Mission, and Rev. H. M. 
Griffin,- China Inland Mission, vice- 
presidents: Rev. J. O. Percy, SIM, was 
re-elected secretary-treasurer. 
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Four additional societies were accepted 
into the IFMA membership during , the 
year: North Africa Mission, Berean 
Mission, Central Japan Pioneer Mission 
and Egypt General Mission. 


Accent on Personal Evangelism 


Christ for Amer- 
ica, the national 
spiritual awaken- 
ing movement 
which has spon- 
sored two conti- 
nent-wide evange- 
listic campaigns, is 
planning to switch 
its accent to per- 
sonal evangelism 

DEAN by individual 
Christians, according to Horace F. Dean, 
president. 

A series of seminars on personal soul- 
winning will be held in the key cities 
of America, starting with a pilot effort 
in Philadelphia’s Baptist Temple, April 
25 through 30, according to Dean. 

Joining with Dean in the revised pro- 
gram will be Dr. Walter L. Wilson, 
president of the Kansas City Bible Col- 
lege, and Dr. Robert M. Parr, pastor of 
the Gilead Baptist Church, Detroit. 
J. Stratton Shufelt will direct the music 
and Mrs. Gilbert C. Davis will serve as 
registrar of the Philadelphia seminar. 

More than 700 pastors in the Phila- 
delphia area have been briefed on the 
program and many have indicated a 
willingness to participate. 


Lutheran Outlook Folds 


Publication of the Lutheran Outlook, 
official organ of the American Lutheran 
Conference, was suspended with the 
November-December issue. The Ameri- 
can Lutheran Conference is a_ loose 
federation of the American Lutheran 
Church, the Augustana Lutheran 
Church, the Lutheran Free Church and 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
All but Augustana are currently in- 
volved in negotiations for a merger. 





Stop-Over in Rangoon 


Miss Joy Ridderhof, director of Gospel 
Recordings, Inc., of Los Angeles, re- 
counts an unusual experience which 
occurred when the ship on which she 
was traveling put in at Rangoon, Burma. 

Praying that the boat would remain 
at dock for more than the scheduled 
four days, Miss Ridderhof later learned 
that her stay would extend to 13 days 
because of a tie-up in the harbor. Dur- 
ing that interval, she reports, it was 
possible to record 110 record sides of 
gospel material in ten different lan- 
guages. 

Next year a world convocation of 
Buddhism will be held in Rangoon and 
it is expected that hundreds of thousands 
will pour into Rangoon for the Buddhist 
revival which is expected to last for two 
years. Miss Ridderhof expressed the 
belief that her stop-over at Rangoon was 
one step in the program of countering 
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An unprecedented program of 
worldwide scope to re-awaken in- 
terest in Bible reading and to supply 
Scriptures to people who want them 
will be launched, in 1954, the Ameri- 
can Bible Society has announced. 

Described as “one of the greatest 
mass statements of faith in human 
history,” the project will be con- 
ducted simultaneously during the 
entire year of 1954 by 24 national 
Bible societies, all members of the 
United Bible Societies. People of 
at least 60 nations will participate. 

The program will commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the first national group, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and the 500th anniversary of the 
completion of the Gutenberg Bible, 
the first printed edition. Some U. S. 
church groups observed the Guten- 
berg anniversary in 1952, but the 
more commonly accepted date is 
1954. 

Among the program’s goals will 
be to increase the distribution of 
the 24 societies from 20,000,000 
volumes of Scriptures annually, the 
present total, to 25,000,000 this year, 
and to 50,000,000 by 1960. 

Simultaneously, the American so- 
ciety announced that, as its part of 
the program, it had adopted the 
greatest budget in its 138-year his- 
tory. It will exceed $4,000,000 for 
the first time. A regular budget of 
$3,487,000 has been approved in 
addition to a special budget of 
$570,250, for a total of $4,057,250. 

Representatives of 53 denomina- 
tions, meeting in the Bible House, 
New York, voted approval of both 
the program and the budget. 

The special budget will be used 
for certain new and urgent needs 
in the Far East, Middle East, Latin 
America and the United States, and 





Bible Societies Launch World Drive; 
150th Anniversary of British Society 


for several new Bible translations. -- 

One of the focal points of the ob- 
servance will be the World Good 
Will Book, a compilation of signa- 
tures by people all over the world 
who will contribute to a fund to 
make Scriptures available to others. 

“The World Good Will Book will 
be one of the greatest mass state- 
ments of faith in human history,” 
said the Rev. Dr. Robert T. Taylor, 
general secretary of the American 
society. “People in more than 60 
nations will sign their names on the 
pages of this book of testimony to 
their love for the Bible, their faith 
in its teachings and their desire to 
share it with others. 

The British and Foreign Bible 
Society was established in 1804 
after an ambitious attempt to dis- 
tribute Bibles in Wales found an 
edition of 10,000 exhausted in four 
months and large districts unsup- 
plied. The British sent representa- 
tives to other countries with a 
request that they, in turn, organize 
Bible societies. 

The first Bible society in the U. S. 
was located in Philadelphia and 
founded in 1808. More than 100 such 
local groups were functioning within 
six years and the American Bible 
Society was chartered in 1816. 

In the past 150 years, the various 
societies have distributed over 
1,200,000,000 Scriptures in about 900 
languages and dialects. In the 350 
years which elapsed between the 
first printing of the Bible and the 
founding of the first Bible society, 
some portion of the Bible had been 
translated into 73 languages or dia- 
lects. Since 1804, a total of 991 new 
languages or dialects were added, 
at a rate of seven new languages or 
dialects each year, until the total is 
now 1,064. . 








the Buddhist effort with an evangelistic 
thrust, which would include the use of 
gospel recordings. 

Gospel Recordings, Inc., is described 
as “a non-commercial, interdenomina- 
tional, missionary organization, the pur- 
pose of which is to furnish recordings in 
all native languages for world evangeli- 
zation.” 


Bible in the News 


In an effort totally new to the con- 
servative Lutheran countries of Scan- 
dinavia, the Church of Norway has 
sanctioned sale of the Gospels in maga- 
zine format on newsstands throughout 
the country in order to bring the Bible 
to the people. . . Former Premier 
Tetsu Katayarna of Japan has completed 
translating a portion of the New Testa- 


. ment into language he believes “can be 


understood by all Japanese.” . . . Behind 
the Iron Curtain, the Hungarian Na- 
tional Bible Council announced that two 
more Old Testament books in a new 
Hungarian translation of the Bible have 
been issued in “trial” editions. 


Preacher Who Uses His Hands 


A long, lean Texan who builds church 
buildings with his own hands is wind- 
ing up three years of back-breaking 
block-laying on a huge tabernacle for 
an Assembly of God church in Durant, 
Oklahoma. 

It is the fourth church edifice that the 
Rev. L. F. Ammons has built since he 
was converted in Dallas thirteen years 
ago. He expects to start on another 
building when the Durant church is 
completed this fall. 

(Continued on page 47) 
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in the book of Genesis 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


DAN SHALL JUDGE 
HIS PEOPLE (49:16) February 1 
The tribe of Dan produced only one of the judges, 
but he was a great man—Samson. He seems to have 
been indicated in this prophetic word of Jacob, who 
was remembering that his beloved Rachel had named 
the baby Dan when he was born to her maid (30:6). 
Samson seems to have been the embodiment of all of 
the characteristics of this Dan whom Jacob was describ- 
ing in such wonderful and terrible terms. Samson was 
unsteady, unscrupulous, violent, possessed of a certain 
grim humor, stealthy in tactics, “a serpent in the way, 
an adder in the path.” Samson, like the serpent killed the 
enemy without touching him, so that the horse falling, 
the rider was brought down with him. We must be 
careful to bring all of our characteristics to the Lord 
that they may be submerged in the new life that is ours 


i <et Lord, clothe us ever with Christ. 


i HAVE WAITED FOR THY SALVATION, 
© LORD (49:18) February 2 
All the commentators tie this verse to Dan which 
precedes it, or to Gad which follows it. I prefer to take 
it back to Jacob’s bed where the old man has strength- 
ened himself and is leaning on the top of his staff, giv- 
ing forth these great pronouncements from God con- 
cerning the coming history of the tribes of Israel. The 
RSV puts it in the present tense, “I wait for Thy salva- 
tion, O Lord.” Read it this way and you can see the 
old man, coming to a full stop in his utterances, gasp- 
ing for breath, waving back his loved ones who would 
help him, regaining control of himself, and, looking up 
to the Lord, crying. “I wait for Thy salvation, O 
Jehovah.” When it is seen in this light it loses its sense 
of being tagged on to something irrelevant, and beomes 
a magnificent testimony to the strengthening power of 
the Lord for those who are His in the midst of all their 


aoeeems Lord, teach us to wait on Thy salvation. 


GAD, A TROOP SHALL 

PRESS (49:19) February 3 
The Hebrew of this line is strong alliteration (gadh 

gedhudh yeghudhennu, wehu, yaghudh akebh), and the 

sound of it is like galloping horses. The RSV is nearer 


20 Let God redeem you out of all your adversities 


the true meaning, “Raiders shall raid God, but he shall 
raid at their heels.” The sons of this son of Jacob were 
mighty men of valor. Among the mighty men of David 
which the author of the Chronicles lists, the sons of Gad 
were among the most outstanding. The 1901 revision 
translates it, “And of the Gadites there separated them- 
selves unto David to the stronghold in the wilderness, 
mighty men of valor, men trained for war, that could 
handle shield and spear; whose faces were like the 
faces of lions, and they were as swift as the roes upon 
the mountains . . . These of the sons of Gad were cap- 
tains of the host; he that was least was equal to a hun- 
dred, and the greatest to a thousand” (1 Chr. 12:8,14). 


Lord, with Thee we are equal to anything. 


OUT OF ASHER... 
ROYAL DAINTIES (49:20) February 4 
The RSV translates it, “Asher’s food shall be rich, 
and he shall yield royal dainties.” When he was born his 
mother, Leah, cried out that she was happy, and thus 
named her son, Happy. Jacob here stresses the earthly 
prosperity of this son, as he was to dwell in a land of 
bread. Moses in his farewell song, added to this, “Let 
Asher be blessed with children, let him be acceptable 
to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil” (Deut. 
33:24). But since this is prophecy, we must not forbear 
to look further and discover that this prosperity made 
him a clacker. He did not care who ruled over him as 
long as he could continue his prosperous way. His 
brothers might put their lives in jeopardy, but he “sat 
still at the haven of the sea, and abode by his creeks” 
(Jud. 5:17). Thus Deborah sang of him. Yet he later 
humbled himself and came to the Passover (2 Chr. 
30:11), and one of his daughters preached Jesus (Lk. 


2:36). 
) Lord, keep us from the dangers of prosperity. 


NAPHTALI .. . GIVETH 
GOODLY WORDS (49:21) February 5 
This son of Jacob was to be as a leaping hind, free 
running on the hills. His portion was the north of the 
land, and Jesus spent much of his public ministry in 
the land of Napthali. I wonder if this is not what is 
meant by, “He giveth goodly words”? The RSV trans- 
lation follows a minor Ms and is not accepted by the 
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best authorities. I have my own spiritual idea about 
the meaning of this passage, for it was there our Lord 
first preached. “And leaving Nazareth He came and 
dwelt in Capernaum ... in the borders of Napthali; 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the 
prophet, saying, The land of ... Napthali . . . The people 
which sat in darkness saw a great light, and to them 
which sat in the regions of death, light is sprung up” 
(Mt. 4:13-16). 

Lord, we thank Thee for the goodly words. 


JOSEPH IS A FRUITFUL 
BOUGH (49:22) February 6 
Each tribe is given its particular characteristic, and 
to Joseph is given that of fruitfulness. This was certainly 
true, for while the other brothers became tribes, Joseph 
became two tribes, therefore twice as fruitful as his 
brothers. Joseph is certainly one of the great types of 
our Lord Jesus, who was, Himself, the “beautiful and 
glorious branch,” the most fruitful of all boughs (Isa. 
4:2), whose fruit will some day fill the whole earth (Isa. 
27:6), fruit that will shake like the woods of Lebanon 
and be as plentiful as grass (Psa. 72:16), as numerous 
as the stars of Heaven (Gen. 15:5), and the sands upon 
the seashore (Gen. 22:17). And how shall we, who are 
the fruit of that Bough, branches of that Vine, fail to 
give Him the praise that is His due! In Him is life. 
Lord, we thank Thee for Thy fruitfulness. 


HIS BRANCHES RUN OVER 
THE WALL (49:22) February 7 
This is still prophetic of our Lord. Not only did he 
bear fruit within the vinyard of Israel, but He also 
came over the wall to us, who were Gentiles, “without 
Christ . . . having no hope and without God in the 
world” (Eph. 2:11). It is a similar figure to that which 
He said, “Other sheep have I which are not of this fold, 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice, 
and there shall be one flock and one Shepherd” (John 
10:16). While the Lord knew Israel as the apple of 
his eye (Zech. 2:8), He, nevertheless, saw all of His 
own, as we were chosen in Him before the foundation 
of the world (Eph. 1:4), and when He came into the 
world, having loved His own that were in the midst of 
the world, He loved them [us] unto the end (John 
13:1). And this is why the age runs on, because He 
is not slack concerning. His promises, but waits for all 
His own (2 Pet. 3:9). 
Lord, we thank Thee for Thine extended grace. 


THE ARCHERS HAVE SORELY 
GRIEVED HIM (49:23) February 8 
How like Christ! For many years Joseph was very 


grievously afflicted. He was eminently the beloved of 
his father; and, being utterly averse to sin himself, he 
would reprove and lay before his father the conduct 
of his brethren; he also, unreservedly, communicated 
to them all the repeated intimations, which he had in 
his dreams, respecting his future exaltation above his 
whole family. For these reasons he was envied, hated 
and persecuted by his brothers. And when he came to 
them from his father, upon an errand of love, they con- 
spired against him to kill him. An opportunity offering 
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at the moment, they sold him into the hands of 
strangers for twenty pieces of silver. After that he was 
accused of a crime he utterly abhorred,- and; without 
anyone to plead his cause, was cast into prison, where 
for a time at least, he was laid in irons, and galled with 
heavy fetters; so sorely did the archers grieve him, and 
shoct at him, and hate him. 

Lord, may we not be afraid to be like Thee. 


AND SHOT AT HIM (49:23) February 9 
And now of Jesus: He was infinitely the well-beloved 


of His Father; and while He faithfully reproved the sins 
of His brethren, declared to them His future exaltation 
and glory. Filled with envy and wrath against Him, 
they said, in evil triumph, “This is the heir; come, let 
us kill Him” (Mt. 21:38), so cruelly did they treat Him. 
When He was come from the Father with nothing but 
grace, behold, one of His disciples sold Him, and that 
to strangers, too, for thirty pieces of silver (Mt. 26:15, 
16). He was accused of blasphemy against God and of 
rebellion against His king; and, without anyone appear- 
ing to speak on His behalf (Psa. 69:20), was instantly 
condemned; and thus, though none could convict Him 
of sin, was numbered with the transgressors (John 8: 
46; Mk. 15:28). 

Lord, may we stand with Thee. 


HIS BOW ABODE IN 
STRENGTH (49:24) February 10 
True of Joseph, but how much more true of the Lord 
Jesus. Never did a hasty word drop from His lips under 
all His persecutions: “When he was reviled, he reviled 
not again; when he suffered, threatened not; but com- 
mitted himself unto him that judgeth righteously” (1 Pet. 
2:23). “As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth” (Isa. 53:7), either in menace or 
complaint. His gentleness was uniform, His fortitude 
undaunted, His patience invincible. He sought nothing 
but the good of those who were daily conspiring against 
His life; He wept over them when they resisted all His 
offers of mercy (Lk. 19:41); He even prayed for them 
and apologized for their crimes, when they were in the 
very act of putting Him to death (Lk. 23:34); and after 
His resurrection, commanded that the offers of salva- 
tion through His blood should be made first to the very 
people who had so lately shed it (Lk. 24:47). 
Lord, we are speechless before such love. 


THE ARMS OF HIS HANDS WERE 
MADE STRONG (49:24) February 11 
True of Joseph; more true of the Lord Jesus. Joseph 
went through astounding difficulties and came out in 
glorious triumph. Absolutely alone he suffered the 
cruelest attacks of the venom of woman and the hatred 
of men, and all the time, in his heart, he knew that his 
predicament was the result of the hatred of his own 
brothers. Yet the arms of his hands were made strong, 
and he overcame in the power of the might of the God 
of Jacob. With this verse we may enter into the loneli- 
ness of Christ and realize what it meant to Him to 
undergo the agonies of suffering from the hands of 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


FEBRUARY 21, 1954 
Sight for Man’s Blindness 
(John 9) 
(Printed Text: John 9:24-38) 
(Devotional Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22) 


DATES AND As with the last lesson, 
SETTINGS the setting for this epi- 
sode is in the city of Jerusalem, probably 
shortly after the great Feast of the 
was concluded. The assigned 

may have taken place in the 


tioning. The date is the same—the fall 
of A.D. 29, possibly late October or early 
November. 


INTRODUCTION The assigned secti 
this chapter is 
segment of the whole story which 
at the opening of chapter 9 and runs 
the closing verse. In order to audieate 
the teaching of verses 24 to 38, the 
teacher and student must read the whole 
chapter carefully. We notice first of all 
the meeting of Jesus and His disciples 
with the blind man, which was the occa- 
sion for the introductory question the 
disciples asked. Obviously, they noticed 
their Master gazing at the beggar as he 
och day So nrameie seting. ates. This 
prompted the discussion which has been 


iit 


sin, this man or his parents, that he was 
ea blind?” 

Actually, the question shows a rather 
childlike naivete, or else a tendency to 
believe in the preexistence of the human 
soul with a corresponding ability of that 
soul to commit sin before birth. Other- 


tion” offered by the disciples was that 
because of some sin of the man’s parents, 
he might have been aie blind. This 
could well have been the case, except 
that Jesus swept away both ideas (v. 3). 
However, one phase of the problem seems 
clear: what brings about suffering? Bed 
is this question easy to answer, and 

interesting discussion might be pin, 
in the class concerning the matter of 
suffering. Why does God permit it? 
Where does it come from? What is its 
purpose? There are undoubtedly three 
distinct reasons for pain and sufferings 
in our lives; perhaps there are more, but 
we set these forth by way of introduc- 
tion to our subject. God may send suf- 
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fering as a direct punishment for the 
Christian who gets a of the will of the 
Lord. That would seem to be the teach- 
po 1 Corinthians 11:30. But, not all 
is punitive of course; we can- 
not ‘Gao that every person who lies on 
a bed of pain is a hideous sinner. Thus, 
a second reason for suffering may be 
that of testing; God may allow those who 
are His children to be afflicted in order 
to test their willingness to follow Him in 
spite of all hardship and discouragement. 
And thirdly—the reason of our text— 
“that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him” (v. 3). I realize this 
sounds rather harsh; in fact, Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan refused utterly to ac- 
cept this idea. But, it is quite conceivable 
that God would allow the man to be born 
blind, live his period of life up to that 
moment in blindness, in order that he 
might be right there when the Saviour 
passed, and the “works of God should 
be made manifest in him.” We must re- 
member that God’s ways are not our 
ways, and that which we establish as 
compatible with human kindness and 
fairness, might not measure up to divine 
standards. After all, when we consider 
the few brief years we spend on this 
and compare them with the endless 
eternity when we shall be with Christ 
apart from all suffering and pain, ought 
we not be willing, if need be, to endure 
the pain He permits to come to us—for 
His glory (Rom. 8:18)? The Christian 
sufferer might well be “Exhibit A” on 
display for all the world to see he o a 
Christian, with God’s grace, can “take” it. 
The rest of the chapter, prior to our 
text, speaks of the healing of the blind 
man and his testimony before his neigh- 
bors and the Pharisees (v. 11). Then, 
notice the reaction of the the 
crowd, and the man himself (vv. 16, 17). 
en his parents were called in. they did 
a beautiful job of “passing the buck” as 
the saying goes: “he is of age; ask him.” 
A brief outline of the lesson from this 
point forward would be: I. Two Types 
of Knowledge: A. Hearsay and Inference 
(v. 24): B. Experimental (v. 25). II. Dis- 
pute of Pharisees with Healed Man: 
A. Pharisee’s Inquisition; B. Blind Man’s 
Challenge: C. Pharisees’ Contempt (vv. 
26-29). III. Boldness of Healed Man: 
A. Zeal; B. Rebuttal and Excommunica- 
tion. IV. Healed Meets Healer: A. Dis- 
illusioned and Seeking; B. Eager; C. Con- 
tent (vv. 35-38). 


The Exposition 
JOHN 9:24,25 The statement “Give God 
the praise” does not 
mean that the former blind man should 
ascribe praise to God instead of to Jesus. 
Rather this is a Hebraism (cf. Josh. 
7:19) which called upon the man to re- 


pair a dishonor to God by reversing his 
beliefs and accepting the Pharisaical in 
terpretation. Actually, they were cadens 
him to take an oath that what they said 
was true—that “this man is a sinner.” 
Interestingly enough, the man who had 
been blind expressed his un ess 
to do this—even though it pe oman oppos- 
ing the will of the religious leaders. 
Rather than get into a theological argu- 
ment, he simply told what he knew to 
be true—a duty which is incumbent upon 
all of us when we witness for Christ. He 
didn’t speak of what was beyond his 
knowledge, but “one thing I do know 
. .. I was blind, now I see” (v. 25). What 
greater testimony could he have given? 
There could be no answer against that! 


At this point, we see a 
definite picture of sheer 
frustration. Unable to shake the a 


JOHN 9:26-29 


to find gomcthing_anything in which 
they might trap and so they re- 
hearsed the matter from the beginning 
(v. 26). By this time, the healed man 
was becoming more bold. He had un- 
doubtedly been doing quite a bit of 

since Jesus had given 

sight, and if we study him carefully, we 
find a steady development in spiritual 
apprehension. Thus, it is to be observed 
that he was already taking his place as 


a disciple of Jesus: “. . . will ye also be 
His disciples?”—the “also” eile possibly 
“along with me.” Such a sug- 


gestion eee «4 an immediate and ve- 
hement denial from the leaders. Draw- 
ing themselves up stiffly, they announced 
for all to hear: “We are Moses’ disci- 
les.” In this connection, we must not 
ail to note Jesus’ words in John 5:46. 


Again, the healed blind 
man took another step 
upward on the ladder of spiritual prog- 
ress; he actually began to preach to 
these scribes and Pharisees. His theology 
might not have been the best, but he put 
to use what he had learned in the short 
period since he had come face to face 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. That should 
be an example to us. And, it is to be seen 
that by this time the man had come to 
acknowledge not ary 4 that Jesus was 
“a man” (v. 11), and “a Lag snore] (v. 17); 
not only had he become Jesus’ disciple 
(v. 27). But, in verse 33 we see that the 
man declared his belief that Jesus had 
come from God. Cannot we almost say, 
relatively speaking, that this fellow made 
more spiri progress in those few 
hours than some Christian people make 
in years? 


JOHN 9:30-33 


This declaration so 
the lips of one of 

“inferiors” so infuriated the Pharisees 
that they “cast him out” which is equiva- 
lent to saying that they excommunicated 
him from the Synagogue, or temple. 
That which the man’s parents feared for 
themselves (v. 22), happened to him. It 
might be interesting, in passing, to notice 
the reversal of statements of the man 
himself and the Pharisees. In v. 25, 
the former blind man said “. . . I know 
not ...tI know. . .” However, the 
Pharisees (v. 29) turned the statement 
around for their own use: “. .. we know 

- we know not...” 


JOHN 9:35-38 I rather suspect that the 

former beggar was very 
much disconcerted and chagrined when 
the religious leaders excommunicated 
him from his faith. Disillusioned with 


JOHN 9:34 
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the caliber of the leaders of his religion, 
and uncertain as to what the future 
would hold for him, probably even dis- 
owned by his parents lest they bring 
condemnation upon themselves for har- 
boring a “heretic,” the poor fellow was 
overjoyed when he suddenly came face 
to face once more with his Benefactor, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Without wasting 
words, Christ pushed the matter to its 
logical conclusion. The healed man had 
come, gradually, to the place where he 
had acknowledged that Jesus was from 
God, as we have seen. The next step 
was to put his full faith in Jesus Christ 
as the incarnate Son. Thus Jesus asked 
him: “Do you believe .. .?” So grateful 
was the former blind beggar that Jesus 
had healed him that he was willing to 
believe upon anyone Christ indicated. 
“Who is he, Lord, that I might believe?” 
How contented and joyful must have 
been the man when he at last knew who 
his Benefactor was—none other 
God’s Son. There are those among the 
liberal element of Christendom who en- 
deavor to point out that nowhere in 
New Testament was Jesus ever wor- 
shiped. One such thinker has even 
preached a sermon on “The Peril of 
Worshiping Jesus.” How glad’ we can be 
that the blind beggar of our text has set 
the example for all of us. Down through 
centuries since then, countless others 
have joined the ranks of worshipers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and we can sing: 


O that with yonder sacred throng 
We at His feet may fall; 

We'll join the everlasting song 

And crown Him Lord of all. 


FEBRUARY 28, 1954 


Christ’s Love for All People 
(John 10) 
(Printed Text: John 10:1-11) 
(Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16) 


DATES AND The events herein de- 
SETTINGS scribed took place at 
Jerusalem probably shortly after the 
healing of the blind man, since thi 

miracle was still fresh in the minds of 
the people (v. 21). The latter part of 
the chapter (beginning with v. 22) brings 
the setting to the temple again, and more 
or less sets the date. We may place the 
activities in the fall and winter of A.D. 
29—possibly November or December. 


INTRODUCTION Our lesson for this Sun- 

day treats a text which 
is well known—in fact, too well known. 
It is important to keep in mind that it 
is quite possible for texts and verses we 
have read and re-read so often to be- 
come commonplace and even obscure to 
us. More than once it has been observed 
that a Bible student, reading over say, 
the Gospel of John, will skip certam 
sections with the remark: “Oh I know 
that portion!” But, does he? Do we? 
Take our current text for instance. Here 
is a passage that has been used—and, I 
Ae “ab-used”—time and time again to 
show only that Christ is the door and 
that the sinner must come to Him to get 
into the sheepfold for salvation and 


security. 

Now, that is all very true and we be- 
lieve it! But if we stop there, we miss 
much that the opening verses of chapter 
10 have to offer. For instance, there are 
three “doors” here, each different; did 
you realize that? Do you know who “the 
porter” is? Who are “the sheep”? What 
is this “more abundant life” which is 
spoken of? We have undoubtedly formu- 
lated our own opinions as to what the 
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passage should say through the years of 
hearing people preach on it. But let us 
study it more fully and see what it does 
say. A simple outline, covering the treat- 
ment of this section, might be as follows: 
I. The Three Doors. II. Shepherd, Stran- 
ger, Thieves. III. Life—What is it? 


The Exposition 


THE 3 DOORS In order to get the true 

picture here, I suggest 
that the reader underline these three 
phrases: “the door into the sheepfold” 
(v. 1), “the door of the sheep” (v. 7), 
“the door” (v. 9). At first glance, there 
may be a tendency to think that Jesus 
was merely describing Himself in slightly 
different phraseology each time. But this 
is not at all so, as I think a more careful 
study will indicate. Let’s take the first 
of the group as a starter: “the door into 
the sheepfold.” Read verses 1-3. Notice 
that verse 3 speaks of the shepherd lead- 
ing the sheep out of the sheepfold. This 
would hardly seem likely, if the sheep- 
fold. spoken of were salvation and Christ 
the door. Rather, I think we have here 
a picture of the nation of Israel to whom 
the Lord Jesus Christ came primarily to 
offer Himself as King. They were the 
sheepfold, and anyone who would expect 
to enter the door into that sheepfold as 
divine Shepherd must come with proper 
credentials for entrance. Using the figure 
of the oriental shepherd who would 
place his flock in a compound or en- 
closure with a high wall used also by 
other shepherds of the community in a 
sort of “pool,” Jesus likened that en- 
closure with its sheep to the people of 
Israel—the lost sheep of the House of 
Israel. At night, the guard or “porter” 
would lie in the doorway to that sheep- 
enclosure to protect the animals from 
thieves or wild beasts which roamed the 
area. In the morning, the shepherds 
would come to call out their sheep from 
the sheepfold, after first having been 
identified by the porter. 

Thus, our Lord indicated that the 
people of Israel were enclosed in such a 
figurative sheepfold and only the shep- 
herd with the authentic credentials 
might release them. Those credentials 
had to be approved by the porter who 
waited to identify the shepherd when he 
came. With this in mind, we may gain 
something of the spiritual application. 
The Lord Jesus Christ came to the 
people of Israel and met all of the quali- 
fications of their Shepherd as required 
by Old Testament prophecies. John the 
Baptist—the porter—identified Jesus as 
the long-awaited Shepherd-Messiah, and 
opened the door of the compound to Him, 
so that He might release His own sheep 
—those whom the Father had given Him. 
It was thus that Christ entered the 
sheep-enclosure of national Israel, and 
showed Himself to His sheep. 
among them recognized His voice as He 
called them with an effectual, divine call, 
even as all true believers recognize His 
voice. This is the first door. 

In verse 7, there is another door: “the 
door of the sheep.” The first door (v. 1) 
opened the way for Christ to reach His 
people. The second door—the door of 
the sheep—was Christ Himself, and 
proved to be the way by which His 
chosen people, the Jewish elect, — 
come out from Judaism to Christ. Th 
are many examples to illustrate this fact. 
The disciples were national-Israel sheep 
who came through the door, Christ, at 
His call. The man at the Bethesda pool, 
the blind man of chapter 9, probably 

(Continued on page 26) 
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D. L. Moody once said: 


“I am thankful to tell you that I have 
some splendid men and women 

in the field. My school work will not 
tell much while I am living, 

but when I am gone I SHALL LEAVE 
SOME GRAND MEN AND WOMEN 


BEHIND!” 


and kept it true to God. 


D.L. MOODY .. . Born Twice! 
Moody was born in Northfield, Mass., 
on February 5, 1837. He died there in 
1899. He said, “I was born in the flesh 
in 1837—of the Spirit in 1855. That 
which is of the flesh may die—that which 
is born of the Spirit will live forever!” 





D.L. MOODY . . . Wholly Consecrated ! 

“The world has yet to see what God will 
do with a man wholly consecrated to 
Him,” a man once told Moody. And al- 
though he would deny that he ever at- 
tained this goal, the thought lodged in 
Moody’s heart and he set out to become 
such a man. 


D.L. MOODY . . . Swayer of Souls! 


Moody’s tireless “rage to save souls” 
carried him more than a million miles. 
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Moody has been with the Lord for 
more than fifty years, and the 
“grand men and women” he left 
behind have guided Moody Bible 
Institute through the years 




























He addressed more than a hundred mil- 
lion people and personally pleaded with 
more than 75,000. 


D.L. MOODY .. . Adviser of Royalty and Presidents! 
Although he never finished the eighth 
grade, Moody became the spiritual 
guide for millions and adviser to clergy- 
men and governmental leaders of Amer- 
ica and England. Royalty and presi- 
dents (including Abraham Lincoln) 
came to see him on personal matters. 


D.L. MOODY . . . Successful Businessman ! 

Mr. Moody was one in spirit and 
method with Marshall Field, Potter 
Palmer and other merchant princes who 
made Chicago great. His dream of be- 
coming a millionaire seemed very likely 
of fulfillment—but then God called him 
into work that would last for eternity. 


D.L. MOODY . . . Tireless Worker! 

Moody was always seeking for new 
methods of reaching souls. He held serv- 
ices three times daily during the World’s 
Fair of 1893. His energetic zeal once 
made a fellow-worker pray, “O Lord, 
please give me more strength or else 















make D.L. Moody tired!” 


D.L. MOODY .. . and the Newspapers! 

Always greatly in the public eye, Moody 
was well-liked by the press in spite of 
his rampages against Sunday newspa- 
pers. Dr. Wilbur M. Smith estimates 
that more than 60,000 items about 
Moody have appeared in newspapers 
and magazines. 





ve 


D.L. MOODY . . . God’s Man! 

Moody was a strong man, said F. B. 
Meyer, but “nothing less than the 
mighty working of God’s Spirit could 
have carried the uncultured, uneducated 
lad from the old shanty in Chicago to 
the London Opera House where thou- 
sands waited on his words.” 
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During the years immediately following the Civil 
War, the spiritual growth of the country was hardly 
keeping up with the physical. Corruption was rife in 
city governments, and juvenile delinquency was 
reaching an all-time high. Churches were closing 
their doors for lack of trained personnel and con- 
tributing members. 


For such a time as this, God raised up DWIGHT 
LYMAN MOODY-—the man who first conceived 
the idea of the BIBLE INSTITUTE—the pioneer in re- 
ligious education for the layman—the pioneer in 
interdenominational training in Bible, sacred music 
and soul-winning—the pioneer in methods of effec- 
tive evangelism! 


While traveling through the country on his evange- 
listic tours, Mr. Moody saw the pressing need for a 
Bible school...a tuition-free Bible school where 
earnest young Christians could come for lay train- 
ing in Christian work and service. And, as usual 


1954 FOUNDER’S WEEK... 
D. L. Moody’s 117th Birthday! 


Make your plans now to attend the 

48th annual FOUNDER’S WEEK CONFERENCE 
at Moody Bible Institute, February 1-7. 
Join the thousands who will be coming 

to hear outstanding evangelical 

leaders and the best in gospel music! 


when Moody saw a need, he did something about it— 
he went to work and organized just such a school! 


First he called together a group of Bible classes 
which were meeting in various sections of the city 
and put his proposition before them. Then he asked 
the Lord to provide money for buildings. The new 
school was incorporated in 1886, but it was not until 
after Moody’s death, in 1899, that it became known 
as Moody Bible Institute. 


“Of all the institutions Mr. Moody founded,” says 
an editorial in Institute Tie at the turn of the cen- 
tury, “there is perhaps none that was more directly 
under his personal control than the Institute. He 
dictated its policy. He outlined its plans of work. 
He engaged the teachers, He received monthly state- 
ments from the business manager regarding its 
financial condition ...and...he raised practically 
every cent required to carry on the work by his own 
personal prayer and effort.” 
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(Continued from page 23) 
Nicodemus and a host of others all came 
from the ranks of Judaism and passed 
through the door of the sheep, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is to be noticed, inci- 
dentally, that only those who were 
Christ’s own—given to Him by the 
Father from the foundation of the world 
aa the sheepfold and followed Him 
(v. 4). 

Then, finally, the third door: “I am the 
door” (v. 9). A very simple statement— 
even more so than the previous one. Yet, 
in those brief words our Lord expressed 
the fact that He was the universal Door 
for all who would ever be saved to come 
through. There are no national or racial 
barriers at this door. It is the only way 
of life for mankind. It is the only way 
of true freedom which the world knows 
nothing about. Once a person is truly 
saved, he has the freedom to go in and 


the matter of finding life in Christ. He 
may decide what type of shoes he wants, 
the color of his suit, the style of car to 
buy. But he cannot decide to have life 
eternal apart from the supernatural 
agency of God (John 6:44). But, once 
he is born again, he once more has that 
freedom of choice available in Christ. He 
may choose to “go in and out,” a phrase 
indicating his freedom in Christ. As a 
matter of fact, that brief statement tells 
us three things which come to the person 
who enters Christ the door: he is de- 
livered from peril (“saved”); he has 
liberty in Christ (“go in and out”); he is 
sustained by Christ (“find pa sture”). 


THE SHEPHERD In verse 11, our Lord 
THE STRANGER made the claim of being 
AND THIEVES the Good Shepherd who 


gave His life for the sheep. This He did 
at the cross. And, as Dr. Scofield pointed 
out in his notes, Christ is also the Great 
Shepherd (Heb. 13:20), risen and irter- 
ceding for the sheep in Heaven. At His 
second advent, Christ will be the Chief 
Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:4) who will reward 
His faithful shepherds. But, I would call 
your attention to verse 5 which speaks 
of the stranger. It is a known fact that 
the sheep come to learn who the shep- 
herd is and will follow his voice and obey 
him. When a stranger approaches, the 
sheep are frightened and refuse to fol- 
— Even though the outsider may wear 
Li oan A of a. shepherd and carry the 
sheoh staff, unless he has the per- 
ity and the voice of the shepherd, 
She ok on will not follow. Thus it is also 
in the spiritual realm. The true child of 
God knows the voice of the Shepherd and 
refuses to follow a false voice. Someone 
has said that even a babe in Christ is 
- to detect the flagrant doctrinal error 
the false shepherd; even though he 
A. the garb of the clergy, he is a 
stranger to the sheep. 

Who are the “thieves” of whom Jesus 
spoke (v. 8)? The “all” here must be 
limited, of course, for was not 
speaking of Moses, and the Old Testa- 
ment prophets. He had direct reference 
to the hypocritical spiritual leaders of 
Israel—Pharisees, Scribes, Sadducees, etc., 
whom He denounced so often as blind 
leaders of the blind, whited sepulchers, 
children of Hell. 


LIFE—WHAT Jesus clearly said: “I 
iS IT? am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it 
more ee yee, (v. 10). We must 
never think of this life as only being 
some future hn to be attained 
when we have passed beyond this earthly 
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. scene. The life which Jesus Christ came 


to provide for all His own is a present 
possession. It is to be a very part of our 
beings, not something reserved for Sun- 
day morning church services. The life 
Christ makes available is Himself; it is 
Christ living within us, and permeating 
every nook and cranny of our existence. 
With the apostle Paul, the Christian 
should say “to me to live is Christ” 
(Phil. 1:21). Abundant life is not a set 
of laws—a series of dos and don’ts to be 
followed. It is, rather, to be so yielded 
to Jesus Christ in thought, word and 
deed that others shall see Christ in us. 
We are to stand firmly in the liberty 
which is ours in Christ Jesus (Gal. 5:1), 
but at the same time, to “take heed lest 

this liberty of yours become a 
stumbling block to those who are weak” 
(1 Cor. 8:9). If our lives are truly 
placed in the hand of our Lord, to do 
with as He sees fit—if we bring every 
thought into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5)—then we shall 
know the joy that such willing submis- 
sion brings. 


MARCH 7, 1954 
Lord of Life and Death 
(John 11:1-54) © 
(Printed Text: John 11:32-46) 
(Devotional Reading: Luke 7:11-23) 


DATES AND The scene is Bethany, a 
SETTINGS village about two miles 
southeast of Jerusalem on the way to- 
ward Jericho. It was the home of Mary, 
Martha and Lazarus—a place where 
Jesus liked to stay when in the vicinity 
of Jerusalem. Here also was the house 
of Simon at which Jesus attended a 
feast (Mt. 26:1-13). Bethany is most 
noted for the miracle of the raising of 

, which is the theme of our les- 
son, and also as the place to which Jesus 
led His disciples for a parting benedic- 
tion prior to His ascension (Lk. 24:50- 
51). The time of the events of our lesson 
may be fixed at the early part of A.D. 30, 
February or March. 


INTRODUCTION Thus far, in the Gospel 

of John we have ob- 
served six miracles accomplished by our 
Lord. This week’s lesson brings us into 
touch with the seventh. Heretofore 
there had been the water turned into 
wine, the healing of the nobleman’s son, 
restoring the impotent man, multiplying 
the loaves and fishes, w: on the sea 
and giving the blind man t. Now, we 
are to study the greatest miracle of all 
which our Lord performed for man dur- 
ing His earthly ministry, excluding, of 
course, His own incarnation, death and 
resurrection: the raising of Lazarus. This 
was not Christ’s first action in bringing 
to life a dead person. The daughter of 
Jairus and the son of the widow of Nain 
had both been raised from the dead. But 
here was one who had been dead and 
buried four days and whose body had 
begun to decompose. There could be no 
doubt about the miracle; there were 
many witnesses to observe it. 

There is, over and beyond the physical 
aspect of the miracle, a spiritual lesson 
to be gained from the study of this 
familiar story. Lazarus typifies the 
world of lost men, dead in trespasses and 
sin. And, as he lay lifeless and helpless 
in the tomb for those four days, so has 
the world lain in spiritual death ever 
since Adam sinned in the Garden of 
Eden and brought spiritual death on all 
his descendants. Lazarus could do “gm 
ing of himself to come forth from his 
state of death; nor can unregenerate 
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man lift himself to life and salvation. 
The truth is, he is powerless! If ever 
there was a story which appropriately 
illustrates the total inability of the sinner 
who is dead in sin to find life by a. 
self, it is this account of Lazarus. 
sinner is not dying; he is dead! He is is 
not in danger of being lost; he is lost! 
There is no possible way for the spiritu- 
ally dead person to find life except in 
Christ Jesus who is the Life. And Jesus 
Himself said: “No man can come to me, 
except the Father who hath sent me 
draw him .. .” (John 6:44). We must 
keep these facts in mind as we study 
this lesson. 


The Exposition 


JOHN 11:1-16 A few words on the 

background material be- 
fore we study the assigned text. The 
last three verses of chapter 10 tell us 
that Jesus had gone to Bethabara be- 
yond Jordan (John 1:28) where John 
had first baptized. It was probably at 
this place that the messengers reached 
Him with the news of Lazarus’ severe 
illness—as if He needed messengers to 
inform Him of this! Christ’s remark 
concerning Lazarus’ sickness (v. 4) con- 
firms what we said in our study of 
John 9—that God permits some sickness 
to come to His creatures in order that 
He might receive the glory. This was the 
case with Lazarus without doubt. Verses 
5 and 6 seem to be a paradox: Jesus 
loved the sisters and Lazarus; yet, when 
He heard of the sickness, He deliberately 
stayed in the place where He was; made 
no attempt to come to their aid. When 
finally He suggested proceeding to Beth- 
any, the disciples were not eager (v. 8); 
they realized how close Bethany was to 
Jerusalem (about 2 miles) and knew the 
revenge the Jewish leaders were seeking 
upon Christ. Thus, when Jesus said that 
Lazarus was sleeping (v. 11), the dis- 
ciples jumped at the chance: “Lord, if 
he is_ sleeping, Pag sickness must be 
past; he must getting well. Let’s 
leave well pond alone and stay here.” 
How easy it is for even the most svir- 
itual of us to miss spiritual truth when 
our minds are set. even temporarily, on 
material things. When the Lord spoke 
His determination (v. 15) to go to Beth- 
any at all costs, it was Thomas the 
Doubter who said: “Well. if it’s got to 
he, it’s got to be. Let us all go and since 
He’s going to die, we'll all die along with 
Him.” You see. the disciples were still 
thinking of their own danger and the 
danger _ the Lord from the religious 
leaders of the city of Jerusalem. 


JOHN 11:17-27. Of the two sisters, 
Martha has generally 
been condemned as being the less spir- 
itually-minded. After all, did she not 
wash the dishes and set the table when 
Jesus was a guest, instead of sitting at 
Jesus’ feet? Did that not indicate her 
lack of spirituality? Indeed it did not! 
Someone has to attend to those things. 
Where would the success of some of our 
church activities of today be if we did 
not have the faithful “Marthas” behind 
the scenes doing work which is never 
seen and seldom recognized? And now, 
who was it that came first to meet Jesus 
when word reached the Bethany home 
that He was on the way? Who ran out 
to the outskirts of the town? Was it 
Mary? No! It was Martha! And while 
both Mary and Martha used virtually the 
same statement (vv. 21 and 32) who was 
it that added a note of confidence: 
know that even now, whatsoever Thou 


‘wilt ask of God, God will give Thee”? 
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Was it Mary? My Bible tells me it was 
Martha! Let us not belittle Martha; in 
spite of the fact that Jesus said, “Mary 
hath chosen that better part,” Martha, 
too, was a saint of God worthy of much 
commendation. 

We cannot pass over that important 
verse 25 without comment. Here is not 
only a statement of the coming resur- 
rection of those who are followers of 
Christ, but also a view of the second 
coming of our Lord. When the trumpet 
shall sound at our Lord’s coming for His 
Church (1 Thes. 4:13-18), “he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live.” That is, the dead in Christ 
shall rise first and be caught up to meet 
the Lord in the clouds. But, John 11:25 

says: “. .. whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die.” Those 
who are alive and remain on the earth 
until the coming of Jesus Christ shall 
not have to through the valley of 
the shadow of death, but shall be caught 
up to meet Him in the air, transformed 
into His likeness. 


Mary arrived on the 
scene and while she had 
been weeping over the loss of her 
brother, when she saw the Saviour she 
burst into uncontrollable sobs and fell at 
His feet. This of course, moved the mul- 
titude and they too burst into tears. Our 
text then goes on to say that Jesus, 
seeing this display of grief, was “indig- 
nant in spirit” (Greek for “groaned”) 
and even trembled with anger. Against 
the mourners? No, I think not. Rather, 
He was enraged against the prince of 
darkness and the sin which made death 
a reality and necessity. At once, there- 
fore, He determined to wrest this one 
from the grip of death. And on the way 
to the cemetery, Jesus Himself wept. 
The word does not indicate sobbing, but 
merely the trickling of tears from His 
eyes. How human was our Lord! In the 
midst of grieving friends, He, too, was 

ieved—not for Lazarus’ departure, for 

e would soon be brought back. But 
Jesus grieved for the multitudes who, 
because of sin, are the captives of death. 


JOHN 11:38-46 It was only normal for 
the sister of a departed 
one to shrink in horror from the thought 
of gazing upon the decaying form of her 
brother. us, we must not attribute 
any particular lack of faith to Martha for 
laying a restraining hand on Jesus at 
is command to remove the stone 
(v. 39). After the stone was gone and 
only the black, shadowy interior of the 
sepulcher was before the assembled, 
awe-struck group, I am sure all sorts of 
conjectures must have come to mind. 
Put yourself in that place; what would 
your thought have been? Then came the 
summons, spoken in a loud voice: “Laza- 
rus, come forth” (literally: “Here! Out!”). 
And suddenly, a figure appeared silhou- 
etted in the darkened doorway. The 
grave had been robbed of its captive. 
Christ was Lord of life and death. 


The Scripture says that 
many believed on Jesus 
because they saw this miracle. This 
brings up the question: are we to ex- 
pect miracles today to authenticate the 
gospel we proclaim? Need there be signs 
to convince us? I talked with a young 
man just recently who asked whether 
our gospel would not be believed more 
if we could work signs and miracles in 
this day? The answer is “No,” for men 
would then build their faith in a miracle, 
and would need constant miracles to 


JOHN 11:28-37 


CONCLUSION 
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maintain their faith. In Hades, the rich 


‘man of Luke 16:19-31 requested a 


miracle to be performed. “Raise the 
beggar from the dead, and let him ap- 
pear to my (still living) brothers on 
earth,” he said. “Then they will be- 
lieve.” But Abraham wisely replied: “If 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, although 
one rose from the dead.” How true! The 
Word of God is available to all who 
would hear the gospel. We need no 
greater miracle than that blessed Book. 
It gives the greatest attestation of all to 
the message of Christ which we pro- 
claim, and points supremely to the 
Saviour whom it exalts, making un- 
necessary all signs. Let us only realize 
that the Word of God must be brought 
to bear upon those who are dead in sin 
a powerless to come forth apart from 
im. 


MARCH 14, 1954 
Jesus Faces the Cross 
(John 11:55-12:50) 
(Printed Text: John 12:20-32) 


(Devotional Reading: 1 Corinthians 
1:18-31) 


DATES AND Our study has taken us 
SETTINGS now to the final events 
of our Lord’s earthly ministry—that 
which is generally called “Passion 
Week.” The week commenced with the 
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem, ac- 
claimed by the multitude, and the week 
concluded with the death and burial of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, our setting 
for this lesson is Jerusalem and the date, 
April in the year A.D. 30. 


INTRODUCTION It was inevitable that 

the gospel of Jesus 
Christ should burst its narrow Jewish 
confines. It was not intended to be 
limited to one race. But, since the Jews 
were God’s elect people from Old Testa- 
ment times onward, it was requisite that 
when Christ came with the announce- 
ment of His kingdom, it must be offered 
to them first. If they refused it—and 
it seems incredible that they should 
have; yet they did—then the message 
of redemption was to go to all—Jew and 
Gentile alike. Thus, we find that our 
Lord, when He sent forth His disciples, 
insisted that they “go not into the way of 
the Gentiles . . . but go rather to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt. 
10:5, 6). They were to be the first 
recipients of the offer of the coming 
Kingdom. Or, as John put it (1:12): “He 
came unto that which was His own, and 
those who were His own received Him 
not. But .. .”—and that “but” is very 
important there. Since they refused the 
King’s offer, He turned to the Gentiles. 
Those of our readers who have Dr. Barn- 
house’s book, His Own Received Him 
Not, But . . . (Eternity Book Service, 
$1.50) will find a helpful commentary 
on this lesson there. For, as He had been 
on one or two other occasions (the 
Syrophoenician woman, the Centurion, 
etc.) our Lord was approached by those 
who were not Jews who sought for His 
help. Truly, the hour had come. 

A brief outline of the assigned portion 
(12:20-32) would be as follows: I. The 
Greeks Approach: A. Uncertainty of 
Phillip and Andrew. II. Christ’s Declara- 
tion: A. The Hour’s Arrival; B. His 
Death Imminent; C. His Followers’ Atti- 
tude. III. The Voice from Heaven: 
A. Response of the People; B. Jesus’ 
Interpretation; C. His Prediction. 
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The Exposition 


JOHN 12:1-11 In order that our as- 

signed lesson portion 
might be more helpful to us, we are 
going to deal briefly with the rest of the 
chapter as well, to give some depth to 
our study. The supper spoken of here 
was held in the home of Simon the 
Leper (Mt. 26:6-13) and was the occa- 
sion for one of Judas’ demonstrations of 
his real nature (vv. 4ff). Then, notice 
particularly verse 9. Here is a declara- 
tion of the human heart as clear as 
words can make it. The multitudes 
came to Bethany because Lazarus was 
there—not because Jesus was. He had 
become a topic of conversation and word 
of this spectacular event spread far and 
wide. Had some of our modern-day 
religious publicity groups been at work 
back there they would have capitalized 
on this: “Come! Hear Lazarus, the 
Walking-Dead-Man!” Today, however, 
it is merely ex-convicts, former movie 
stars, converted dope addicts and alco- 
holics, etc., who make the religious head- 
lines and act as drawing cards—instead 
of Christ. Man has not changed through 
the centuries. 


JOHN 12:12-19 This is the well-known 

passage presenting the 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem accom- 
panied by the shouts of the multitudes 
and the spreading of the palm branches 
in the way. The whole scene was in 
fulfillment of prophecy written centuries 
before. Once again we see the inability 
of the unaided human mind to under- 
stand spiritual matters. Verse 16 tells 
us that even the disciples, though nur- 
tured on spiritual things as they walked 
and talked with the Lord, still were 
ignorant of the scriptural matters. It 
was only later—after Jesus had died, 
risen and ascended—that they began to 
grasp the significance. Why? The Holy 
Spirit who had come to be their Teacher, 
enlightened them, revealing those truths 
to them. How startling it must have 
been to them when, with their opened 
eyes, they read the prophecy in Zecha- 
riah 9:9 which they, themselves, had 
helped to fulfill, The words spoken by 
the Pharisees (v. 19) were far more re- 
vealing than those learned men realized. 
The world—not alone the Jews—had be- 
gun to go after Him. 


JOHN 12:20-22 With the comi of 
these Greeks, we find a 

prelude to the transition of the kingdom 
from the Jews to the Gentiles as we 
mentioned in our introduction. These 
Greeks were probably not Hellenists 
(Greek converts to Judaism); rather, 
they were undoubtedly Greeks who were 
dissatisfied with their own religious 
worship and intrigued by the essentials 
of the Jewish religion. Without having 
been formerly identified with Judaism, 
they became “proselytes of the gate.” 
We might say, that they were in the same 
category as the centurion Cornelius, or 
the Ethiopian eunuch of the book of 
Acts. It was only natural that they 
should come to Philip for he was a na- 
tive of Bethsaida in the north and they 
had probably known him from that city. 
If we wonder why Philip appeared to 
hesitate at the question of these foreign- 
ers, we may know the answer. Jesus 
had taught His disciples not to go to the 
Gentiles with the message of the king- 
dom. Thus, when the Greeks came to 
Philip asking for an interview with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, he did not know what 
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to do. Would Jesus grant their request? 
Would He see them? These were the 
questions running through Philip’s mind 
as he consulted Andrew. Both of them 
together summoned enough courage to 
ask the Lord, though how foolish was 
their timidity; of course He would see 
them! Jesus never turned away anyone 
who sought Him. 


JOHN 12:23-26 Actually, we do not 

know whether Jesus 
spoke to these inquirers or not, though 
we presume He did. But out of their 
request for an interview came the words 
of this section. Prior to that moment, 
Christ had often said: “My hour is not 
yet come.” But suddenly, the picture 
changed: “The hour has come!” He said, 
“the Son of man must be glorified.” 
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What did He. mean? What constituted 
His glory? Was it His ascension alone? 
I believe that the glorification of the 
Lord Jesus included His sufferings, death, 
resurrection and present intercession at 
the Father’s right hand. 

Certainly it was through His death that 
He has brought many sons to glory 
(Heb. 2:10). This was the “corn of 
wheat” of which He spoke. We may 
illustrate this verse by an ordinary 
grapefruit or orange seed. Place it on a 
shelf somewhere and leave it there. Will 
it grow? Will it produce fruit or even 
leaves? Of course not. But, dig a hole 
in the ground and plant that seed. After 
a short while, the green shoot will ap- 
pear at the surface of the earth. Pluck 
it up and look a the original seed. Where 
is it? It has died and disintegrated; but 
out of that death new life has sprung. 
So Christ died on the cross for sinners, 
and out of His death has come new life 
for all who put their trust in Him. He 
was the “corn of wheat” which fell into 
the ground and died, thus bringing forth 
much fruit. 

There is some excellent advice in verse 
25 for those among us who call ourselves 
Christ’s servants. How much we guard 
our lives, and pamper ourselves. We are 
afraid to do a little extra work for the 
Lord because it might tire us out, or 
injure our health. We hesitate to go all- 
out for Christ for fear that our friends 
will think we have become a “stuffed 
shirt” or a “fanatic.” Thus, we love our 
little lives and care so dearly and ten- 
derly for them—only to lose them in de- 
creased effectiveness for our Lord Jesus 
Christ. On the other hand the Christian 
who “hates his life in this world”—that 
is, who does not spare himself, but is 
willing to burn himself out for Christ in 
spite of the criticisms of even his fellow 

isti at times, who look upon him 
as stuffy, other-worldly, dull or peculiar 
—such a person is the one who “shall 
keep (his) life unto life eternal” where 
he will be rewarded by his Lord. Read 
verse 26 also. 


An indication is given 
here of how the world 
hears the gospel. Verse 29 tells us that 
when the Father’s voice sounded from 
Heaven, some thought it thundered—so 
dull of hearing were they as far as 
spiritual things were concerned. Others— 
more religiously inclined—were sure that 
it was a voice, but it must have been an 
angel. So darkened is the perception of 
the natural man (1 Cor. 2:14) that he 
cannot discern the difference between 
truth and error in religious matters. It 
is a tragic state to be in and yet some 
Christians live so close to the borderline 
that this is their fate as well. 

In verse 31 we read that the world 
system which crucified Christ has been 
judged by God. All, therefore, who 
align themselves with that world system 
stand under His wrath. And with the 
Saviour’s death on the cross, the prince 
of the world—Satan—had his power 
broken, his head bruised (Gen. 3:15). 
No Christian who has been redeemed 
through the blood of Christ need ever 
be in submission to the devil any longer. 
Christ has “broken the power of can- 
celed sin, and set the prisoner free.” 
And finally (v. 32), there is the beautiful 
promise of our Lord that when He is 
lifted up and exalted, men, women and 
young people—sinners and saints alike— 
will be drawn to Him; some for salva- 
tion, and others for a closer walk with 
the Lord. 


JOHN 12:27-32 
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Ravpu L. Kerrer, Book Review Editor 


Apostles of Discord. Ralph Lord Roy. 
Beacon Press. 437 pp., Index. $3.75. 
Ralph Lord Roy, a Methodist minister, 

gathered the material for this work 

while working on his doctor’s thesis at 

Union Theological Seminary and Co- 

lumbia University. It attributes the 

ministry of hate and the ministry of dis- 
ruption largely to the Fundamentalist 
wing of Protestantism. 

Quite frankly it sets forth the thesis 
that the strong anti-Catholic feeling and 
the prejudice against the Negro stems 
from the conservative groups within the 
Protestant churches. From. the writings 
and speeches of Fundamentalists Roy 
points out that bigotry and hatred for 
the Jew, Catholic and Negro are abroad 
today. 

While there is doubtless some ground 
for this criticism, the author’s own 
theological biases show more frequently 
than he may himself suspect. He seems 
to feel that there is little room for any 
sort of criticism of theological liberalism, 
the social gospel, the ecumenical move- 
ment and a number of other major areas 
that have often been the concern of 
earnest evangelicals. Mr. Roy also main- 
tains a position of “tolerance” toward 
the Roman Catholic Church that ap- 
proaches naivete. This probably stems 
from his own belief in the brotherhood 
of man, which he frankly maintains is 
a cardinal tenet of the main stream of 
contemporary Protestantism. 

Yet, in all fairness and in spite of these 
weaknesses, Roy has compiled some 
damaging evidence against the rabid 
fringe groups that, under a cloak of 
orthodoxy, do carry a ministry of hate 
and disruption. These include the anti- 
Semites, the racists and the racketeers 
who employ the most carnal weapons 
while allegedly carrying on a spiritual 
battle for the Lord. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Roy in a few in- 
stances does not distinguish too clearly 
between those who differ deeply with 
some of the false theological positions he 
himself holds and the blatantly crooked 
demagogues who parade as prophets of 
Fundamentalism. 

We grant that many who seek to 
shroud themselves under the banner of 
Fundamentalism have permitted their 
jealousies, hatreds and bigotries to bring 
shame on the cause of Christ. We be- 
lieve, however, that Mr. Roy’s failure to 
recognize these charlatans for what they 
are has caused him to sow discord 
among true Fundamentalists and Ne- 
groes, Jews and other minority groups. 


R.L.K. 
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Daily Life of Early Christians. J. G. 

Davies. Little Brown. 268 pp. $3.50. 

“I wish,” wrote Chrysostom, “that it 
were possible to meet with one who 
could deliver to us the history of the 
apostles, not only all they wrote and 
spoke of, but of the rest of their daily 
life, even what they ate and when they 
ate, when they walked and where they 
sat . . .” Accepting the Bishop’s sug- 
gestion, and drawing upon a wealth of 
historical information, the Rev. J. G. 
Davies has presented in this entertain- 
ing book six biographical sketches which 
set before us the life of the early church. 
The chapters cover two centuries, and 
range from Clement of Alexandria, to 
John Cassian, a monk of Marseilles, 
from Paul, the heretic of Antioch, to 
Diogenes the sexton of the Roman cata- 
combs. 

The facts are historical and are sup- 
plied by patristic literature, ancient 
history and archaeology. The fictional 
superstructure is Mr. Davies’ own, and 
endeavors to portray character. In spite 
of the area he covers, the author moves 
with accuracy and confidence. Only those 
conversant with his background material 
will be aware of the feat of condensation 
he has performed. They will find an 
added pleasure in reading the book. 
The general reader will be no _ less 
entertained. 

E. M. Biarkiock 


Amy Carmichael of Dohnavur. Frank 
Houghton. SPCK, London. 390 pp. 
$3.00. 

There are some books which can 
scarcely be reviewed. It is too like 
criticizing the sunset or some other in- 
describably beautiful thing. Such is the 
life of this saint of God. The author, 
Bishop Frank Houghton, who was one 
of her “innermost inner sort” of friends 
has perfectly recaptured and recorded 
the spirit of Dohnavur. The book natur- 
ally records the facts of her prodigious 
ministry, her early days and prepara- 
tion for her ministry and then her fifty 
years of service in India, rescuing chil- 
dren otherwise doomed to the infamy 
of marriage to the heathen temple gods. 

But vital though the actual facts of 
the work are, the spirit in which it was 
conceived and carried through are of 
vastly greater value. The title of one 
of the chapters is “The Cross Is the 
Attraction” and this seems to be the very 
essence of the book. The writer to one 
intending missionary, “If her soul leaps 
to hardship for the sake of the Crucified 
all will be well. It is those who for His 
sake choose to follow Him in this way 


. who make the valiant warriors.” The 


practical wisdom of the book comes out 
in her demand, “We ask for those who 
believe as we do that India can be best 
reached by Indians.” 

There is a searching word in the same 
chapter, where she speaks of one who 
had little light but much love, “It is the 
utter earnestness of purpose to be wholly 
on the altar of our Lord that speaks to 
me, the earnestness in ‘downing the “I”.’ 
Don’t you think that because we see a 
better way of doing this than hair shirts, 
and so on, we are apt to slide into not 
doing it at all?” 

And finally “intertwined love and 
unity that nothing can sever. I long and 
thirst to have our Fellowship utterly 
satisfying to Him. Let us not disappoint 
Him »” 


It is a book to be placed with the two 
or three which you read over and over 
again. Every missionary should have it, 
in fact any who seek to follow and serve 
will be blessed and chaHenged to the 
depths by it. 

Rosert I. Brown 
The New Bible Commentary. Francis 

Davidson. Wm. B. Eerdmans. xii, 1199 

pp. $7.95. 

The New Bible Commentary, published 
by Eerdmans is an event in the pub- 
lishing of Christian literature. What the 
Christian public has needed for many 
years has been a one volume commen- 
tary on the entire Bible, written from 
an evangelical viewpoint. This New 
Bible Commentary meets this need. 

The editor of this great work is the 
Rev. Francis Davidson, Professor of Old 
and New Testament Language and 
Literature in the United Original Seces- 
sion Church of Scotland. Dr. Davidson 
has gathered around him fifty scholars— 
men representing various fields of bib- 
lical knowledge, and The New Bible 
Commentary is the result. 

The work covers the entire Bible. 
There is an introduction to both the Old 
and New Testaments, and then an intro- 
duction for each separate book. Each 
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book contains explanatory material re- 
lating to the author, the date of writing 
and the purpose of the book. There is 
an outline furnished with each book of 
the Bible and a more meticulous outline 
within the text of each book. 

Bible students of all walks of life will 
find this work of great value. It is writ- 
ten from the evangelical point of view. 
The historic faith is set forth in its clear- 
ness. Critical problems are presented 
and the best of conservative thought is 
brought to bear upon their solution. 


The readers of this magazine may be 
somewhat disappointed in the eschato- 
logical point of view of the commentary. 
It would appear that in the main its 
view is amillennial in tone. This is indi- 
cated by the comments on the Thessa- 
lonian epistles and the suggested inter- 
pretation for the book of the Revelation. 
It is our purpose to devote a special 
article in Erernrry in order to look at 
The New Bible Commentary doctrinally 
wherein points of difference from the 
theological stand of this magazine will 
be set forth. 
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“The recent upsurge of Bible 
study will be abortive unless it 
reaches the pastor and is transmitted 
by him to his people through the 
pulpit.” FIRE IN THY MOUTH is 
Dr. Miller’s plea, and challenge, to 
every minister to give his people 
the blessings of true biblical preach- 
ing—to let God’s words become fire 
in his mouth. His book is a vital, 
timely analysis of such basic ques- 
tions as the true nature of preaching, 
the place of the Bible in preaching, 
and the difficulties, values, and im- 
plications of biblical preaching. 


FIRE IN THY MOUTH speaks 
directly to the minister and min- 
isterial student, calling upon them 
to make preaching the heart of their 
ministry and the Bible the heart of 
their preaching. They will find it a 
forceful. stimulus to the fresh ap- 
praisal of their high calling—and to 
a renewed dedication to it. 
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However, our differences with The 
New Bible Commentary have nothing to 
do with its worth. This one volume 
commentary is probably the greatest 
from the evangelical point of view which 
has been published for the last fifty 
years. It is a must for all libraries. 
Every home where Bible students live 
will want it for ready reference. To have 
it is to have a thousand books in one 
and to have, at the same time, the privi- 
lege of consulting fifty of the world’s 
great men who love the Word—as the 
Word of God. 

R.L.K. 


Davis Dictionary of the Bible, Fourth 
Revised Edition by J. D. Davis. Baker 
Book House. 868 pp., $5.95 
The present volume is a reissue of the 

famous Davis Bible Dictionary as edited 
by John B. Davis of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary who died about twenty- 
five years ago. This Bible dictionary 
was at the time it was issued, undoubt- 
edly the greatest Bible dictionary ever 
to have been published. A few years 
ago, a new edition was issued still 
carrying the name Davis Bible Diction- 
ary but edited by men who held ideas 
about the Scriptures totally alien to 
those held by Dr. Davis himself. Since 
Dr. Davis was one of my great pro- 
fessors at Princeton in those famous 
days (Warfield, Machen, Wilson, et 
cetera) I knew him well enough to 
know that he would have been bitterly 
opposed to many of the notes which are 
now included in the late editions. 

The publishers, have done a distinct 
service to the Christian church in bring- 
ing out this reissue of the older edition. 
I am well aware of the discoveries that 
have been made in the field of the Old 
Testament during the past twenty-five 
years. They do not nullify the conserva- 
tive position as set forth by Dr. Davis, 
and they certainly do not uphold the 
liberal position set forth in the revision. 
For all practical purposes, this edition 
of Davis Bible Dictionary can be used 
with confidence and profit by the aver- 
age reader. 

D.G.B. 


These Issues We Must Face. W. A. Cris- 
well. Zondervan. 137 pp. $1.75. 

Here is a conventional book of ser- 
mons preached on themes well-known 
and familiar to Christian people: 
“Heartfelt Religion,” “The Social Gos- 
pel,” “The Virgin Birth,” “The Inspira- 
tion of the Prophets,” “Christ, the Word 
of God,” “The Blessed Hope,” etc. 
Relatively little is said here that has not 
been said before in other books, though 
Dr. ‘Criswell has said it well here, of 
course. As most readers know, W. A. 
Criswell is the present pastor of Dallas’ 
First Baptist Church, long pastored by 
the late Dr. George Truett. Many people 
questioned the wisdom of the pulpit 
committee when they extended a call to 
a man who was without long pastoral 
experience and background, to follow 
the prince of the pulpit, George Truett. 
But Criswell’s ministry has been more 
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than acceptable. This book will give a 
sampling of his sermons—conservative 
in theology, fearless in touching on con- 
troversial issues, warm in evangelistic 
fervor. 

HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


The Protestant Credo. Ed. by Vergilius 
Ferm. The Philosophical Library. 229 
pp. $5.00. 

Although Dr. Ferm asserts that the 
authors of these ten essays are not radi- 
cal, but liberal, one must take issue and 
say these are essays by radical Protes- 
tant liberals. The essay by Dr. Ross 
repudiates anything normative in Chris- 
tianity, and the one by Enslin comes 
close to it. The theological position re- 
flected in the book is a_ religious 
modernism far more extreme than 
Fosdickian liberalism. The two chief 
straw men repeatedly knocked down 
are: (1) Fundamentalism and (2) Neo- 
orthodoxy. Enslin calls the neo-ortho- 
dox “a new crop of fundamentalists 
with faces washed, hair combed, and 
dressed in evening clothes” (p. 74). The 
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guiding beliefs of the writers are: (1) 
there can be no authoritarianism in re- 
ligion, Fundamentalistic, Catholic, or 
neo-orthodoxy; (2) that higher criticism 
in its radical form is right on all matters 
of biblical introduction; (3) that any 
claim to uniqueness in Christianity is 
contrary to the nature of religion and 
the facts of comparative religion; (4) 
that religious truth is gained empirically, 
slowly, and progressively in imitation of 
scientific progress. In short, the book 
is an excellent treasury of information 
for extreme Protestant views. Its style 
is not academic nor burdened down with 
much documentation. 

It can be a source of real stimulation 
to the evangelical mind, especially one 
getting drowsy on its apologetic side. 
The chief criticism of the work is that 
the radicalism of the writers incapaci- 
tates them from any sort of sympathetic 
or genuine insight into either orthodoxy 
or neo-orthodoxy. 

BERNARD RAMM 


Hunted Heretic, the Life and Death of 
Servetus. Roland H. Bainton. The 
Beacon Press. 270 pp. $3.75. 

Servetus, whom Calvin had burned at 
the stake, has not done so well at the 
hands of biographers either. Many of 
the characters of the Reformation have 
had much written about them. This 
Servetus, condemned by Catholics and 
Protestants alike, regarded by both as a 
religious subversive of the first order, 
has finally come into his own through 
the pen of Roland H. Bainton, one of 
the foremost historians on Reformation 
history. 

Hunted Heretic is an excellent book 
for several reasons. It is easily read. 
Dr. Bainton has a happy knack of taking 
his readers into the Reformation world 
where they are able to sense the throb- 
bing pulse of the times. His terse sen- 
tences pack incisive punch enabling us 
to get to the heart of the matter without 
being drowned in verbosity. Too, there 
are traces of sparkling wit which con- 
tribute to the narrative in keeping the 
book alive. 

Hunted Heretic, Bainton assures us, 
was not written to condemn Calvin for 
putting Servetus to death. He does not 
spare Calvin. He shows however, that 
Servetus somewhat asked for the trouble 
that came to him. Servetus had the 
happy faculty of antagonizing everyone 
with whom he came into contact. His 
great ambition was to destroy belief in 
the doctrine of the Trinity, by showing 
that Jesus Christ was not really the Son 
of God as the Catholics and the Protes- 
tants understood the doctrine of Christ’s 
deity. Servetus set forth his doctrine in 
a number of works which Bainton sum- 
marizes in excellent fashion. Because of 
his views the Catholics burned Servetus 
in effigy simply because they could not 
find him to burn in actuality. In tracing 
the events which led to the trial at 
Geneva, and the reasons for the destruc- 
tion of Servetus afterward, the author 
of Hunted Heretic traces very carefully 
the arguments of those who would jus- 
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tify Calvin and shows how some of their 
apologies for the great Reformer are 
groundless. Bainton thinks that Calvin 
supplies the best reason for his act in 
that he, at any cost, determined to pro- 
tect the holy name of God. 

Readers of biography should not miss 
this book. Dr. Bainton, famous for Here 
I Stand, his life of Martin Luther, has 
added to our knowledge of the cross 
currents in ideas which shook the 
Reformation world. He pleads for toler- 
ance trusting that those who have been 
hewn from the Calvinistic granite—as 
he has—will rejoice in their heritage but 
will avoid the flaws of a man such as 
Calvin who loved God but who at the 
same time was deviled by depravity. 


R.L.K. 


The Second Coming of Christ. L. Berk- 
hof. Wm. B. Eerdmans. 102 pp. $1.50. 
In Evanston, Illinois, next summer a 

world congress of theologians will be 

gather together to discuss the doc- 


trine of the second coming of Christ. 
Needless to say there will be many 
articles and books written on the sub- 
ject from various points of view. 


The Second Coming of Christ by L. 
Berkhof is a short book which deals in 
a very concise manner with the doctrine 
of the Lord’s return. It does not share 
the viewpoint of this reviewer nor the 
magazine Ererniry. Dr. Berkhof is an 
amillennialist who believes that the 
Lord’s return will be at the end of the 
world. 


Our purpose in reviewing this book 
is twofold: First, this volume presents 
in an excellent manner the view of the 
amillennialists enabling one who is not 
acquainted with their position to grasp 
their point of view at a glance. The 
presentation is simple and without ran- 
cor. There is a fine spirit about the 
work which demands that it have a 
wide reading. The second reason for 
reviewing this work is that those of the 
premillennial viewpoint may have an 
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authoritative summary of the opposing 
point of view before them to which they 
may have easy reference. 

This book should help the premillen- 
nialists reexamine their position and 
should help them strengthen any weak 
parts of their position by meeting the 
exegetical challenges which Dr. Berkhof 
lays down. The Second Coming of Christ 
points out where the two schools of 
thought agree and where they do not 
agree. He states the reasons for his posi- 
tion and shows where he feels we are 
weak or indeed wrong in our position. 


R.L.K. 


Life Is Worth Living. Fulton J. Sheen. 

McGraw-Hill. 271 pp. $3.75. 

Perhaps it may seem strange that a 
book by a Roman Catholic bishop should 
be reviewed in Erernrry’s columns. Yet, 
it certainly cannot be denied that Bishop 
Sheen has made an impact on the Ameri- 
can TV audience—Protestant as well as 
Roman Catholic. And since this book 
represents the printed form of his radio 
talks which attracted such vast audi- 
ences that even comedian Milton Berle’s 
popularity rating dropped ten points, it 
deserves to be discussed here. 

There are, as might be expected from 
a Protestant viewpoint, some things to 
which readers may object: the occasional 
—though by no means over-abundant— 
references to the Virgin Mary as “Queen 
of Christendom”; the suggestion that 
“a cocktail is good”; and some minor 
points of disagreement. But, on the 
whole, this volume contains a great deal 
of good common sense, some careful 
reasoning and logic, much humor—both 
veiled and open, and a lot of downright 
good psychology and theology. There 
are even a few chapters which sound as 
though they had been penned by some 
evangelical Protestant minister. For ex- 
ample, the statement is made: “We are 
made creatures of God; we become 
children of God by being reborn or be- 
gotten of Him... .” 

The subject matter is as diverse as 
Sheen’s radio and TV talks have been, 
and deals with the question of life—is 
it worth living?—from which the volume 
derives its title. But, under that primary 
theme are a host of interesting discus- 
sions such as: “Science, Relativity and 
the Atomic Bomb,” “Teen Agers,” “The 
Infinity of Littleness,” “Fears and Anxie- 
ties,” “Pain and Suffering,” “The Role 
of Communism,” to mention only a few. 

For those readers who are seeking 
deep Bible study, this book will be of 
no real value. But for those who are 
interested in a collection of interesting, 
thought-provoking sermons on morals 
and. ethics, coupled with references to 
the Scriptures as they affect the themes, 
this is a book worth reading. The reader 
should keep in mind, however, that the 
author is a Roman Catholic official, and 
while the messages do not present the 
whole position of the Roman Catholic 
Church, he, as a Bishop, still holds to all 
those tenets wholeheartedly. 


HersBert HENRY EHRENSTEIN 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 21) 

those whom He loved. The physical 
sufferings were as nothing when 
compared with the anguish of heart 
that those whom He came to save 
hated Him without a cause, and that 
they were more than the hairs of His 
head (Psa. 69:4). 

Lord, make strong the arms of our hands. 


BY THE HANDS OF THE MIGHTY ONE OF 
JACOB (49:24) February 12 
Now we go back to the old man, 
sitting on his bed. He ranges the 
whole of the past and the future; 
plunges into the sinful character of 
his sons and is faithful in recording 
their crimes and their chastisements; 
and goes on to announce the history 
which they shall pursue in grace. He 
then is carried prophetically to speak 
wonderful things about the Lord 
Jesus Christ who was to come, and 
whom we now know in the fulfill- 
ment. Then, in the midst of the most 
eloquent prophecy concerning the 
Lord Jesus Christ in all the power of 
His resurrection, Jacob realizes that 
the strength that was upon the Mes- 
siah was none other than the strength 
that had been his own through the 
years. “I°can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13), because the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily was dwelling ia 
Him. (Col. 2:9), and because I am 
complete in Him (Col. 2:10). 
Lord, we thank Thee for making 
the truth personal. 


FROM THENCE IS THE SHEPHERD (49:24) 
February 13 


The Jewish translation (JPS) links 
this up with what has gone before the 
victory which was won by Joseph and 
by the Lord Jesus Christ. It reads: 
“from thence, from the Shepherd, 
from the Rock of Israel.” This is the 
first reference in the Bible to the 
Lord as the Shepherd. Heretofore 
there has been but one mention of 
shepherds—that they were an abomi- 
nation to the Egyptians (46:34); now 
we see the Shepherd mentioned as 
the source of the strength of the bow. 
the strength of the arms of the hands. 
as being none other than the Mightv 
God of Jacob. Linked un with al] that 
the Bible has to sav about the Lord 
Jesus as being the Shepherd. here is 
a strong Messianic passage showing 
the Deity of the Shevherd. Now we 
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can understand that “The Lord is my 
Shepherd; I shall not want” (Psa. 
23:1), and can hear our Lord saying, 
“I am the good Shepherd: the good 
Shepherd giveth His life for the 
sheep” (John 10:11). 

Lord, lead us like a Shepherd. 


THE STONE OF ISRAEL (49:24) February 14 
This is the first mention of the Lord 
as the stone of His people. It is an- 
other of the great symbols that will 
appear again and again throughout 
the Scriptures. In the whole of the 
Word we will find the stone in many 
different aspects. We shall see Christ 
as the foundation stone for His 
church, “Thou art Peter, Petros, [the 
man], and upon this rock, petron, 
[what Peter had said, not himself] 
I will build my church” (Mt. 16:18). 
We will see ourselves as living stones 
built upon that foundation (Eph. 2: 
21). We will see Christ as the dome 
stone which holds the edifice together 
(Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:6), the angle 
stone on which the lines of the edifice 
are to be built (1 Pet. 2:7), and the 
stone of stumbling which the builders 
rejected (1 Pet. 2:8). 
Lord, we thank Thee for 
such a sure foundation. 


THE GOD OF THY FATHER (49:25) 
February 15 
The secret of the life and power 
of Jacob is the intimate knowledge 
he had gained of his God. Name after 
name he associates with the blessings 
that shall be upon his sons. These 
names are not repetitious, but each 
one is a revelation of another facet of 
the nature and being of the God of 
all strength and all deliverance. Jacob 
could look back over his long pil- 
grimage, from the day when he ran 
and ran and ran, looking over his 
shoulder for many miles, to come ex- 
hausted to sleep upon the rocks and 


see the ladder from earth to Heaven 
and to know the God of Bethel. This 
God had revealed Himself to Jacob 
and Jacob is now underlining this 
fact to his sons. When the true God 
has been found this is the richest 
legacy that can be passed on to chil- 
dren and to children’s children. There 
is nothing that can surpass the heri- 
tage of the Lord. 

Lord, may we testify truly 


to our children. 


THE ALMIGHTY (49:25) February 16 
This was the name which the Lord 
had revealed to Abraham, and which 
spoke of the abundance of the source 
of supply that is available in our God 
for us. We may draw from Him as a 
babe draws from the mother’s breast. 
There is no thought of great power in 
this name though the English form 
might lead to that supposition. Rather 
do we find Him here as the One who 
meets our every need and fills our 
every longing. This God, in all the 
many facets of His grace and power, 
was to be the source of all blessings. 
There were to be blessings from 
Heaven above. These remind us that 
we have been blessed with all spirit- 
ual blessings in the heavenly places 
in Christ (Eph. 1:3). Then there were 
blessings of the deep, blessings of the 
breast and of the womb. These latter 
speak of fertility and fruitfulness. All 
these things are ours in God. 
Lord, we thank Thee for a full supply. 


THE BLESSINGS OF THY FATHER (49:26) 
February 17 
The Hebrew is hard to translate. 
The RSV has solved it too simply, by 
leaving out the words “of my pro- 
genitors.” This they should not have 
done. I would translate it, “The 
blessings of thy father are greater 
than the blessings of those that 
brought him forth, even to the top- 
most peak of the eternal hills.” Jacob 
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is saying that he has been blessed 
far more than God blessed Abraham 
or Isaac. It is a personal testimony 
to his appreciation of the vastness of 
the mercy of God that has been 
poured out upon him. It is his 
acknowledgment that he knows 
himself to have received in inverse 
proportion to his deserts. If he had 
had a New Testament, he would have 
put himself with the woman whose 
love the Lord illustrated with the 
parable of the two debtors. The one 
who had been forgiven the most, 
loved the most. It is touching to see 
Jacob, in the hour of his death, en- 
vision the grandeur of the grace and 
mercy which had been bestowed up- 
on him. 

Lord, give us appreciation. 


THEY SHALL BE ON THE HEAD OF JOSEPH 
(49:26) February 18 
The dying father, looking back over 
the long life of mercy and grace 
which God had given to him, passes 
on to his famous son all of the bless- 
ings which had been his own. This 
legacy was far more important than 
the treasures of Egypt which Josenh 
now possessed. He would die, but the 
blessings would be his forever. There 
would rise a Pharaoh who knew not 
Joseph (Ex. 1:8). But the blessings of 
Jacob’s God would be upon Joseph. 
David would sing, “Give ear, O Shep- 
herd of Israel, Thou that leadest Jos- 
evh like a flock . . .” (Psa. 80:1). And 
God would speak through Zechariah, 
saying, “I will strengthen the house 
of Judah, and I will save the house of 
Josevh, and I will bring them again 
to place them; for I have mercy unon 
them: and they shall be as though I 
had not cast them off: for I am the 
Lord their God, and will hear them” 
(Zech. 10:6). 
Lord, bring Thy blessings 
upon us in grace. 


BENJAMIN IS A WOLF THAT RAVENETH 
(49:27) February 19 

As the Lord could take one good 
characteristic from a serpent and tell 
us that we were to be wise as serpents, 
so he takes good characteristics from 
the wolf.and blesses Benjamin. Benj- 
amin, the youngest son and the 
smallest of the tribes was always 
ready to take up the sword for the 
honor of the Lord. He was the tribe 
that was always ready, like the wolf, 
to go after the prey. And not only 
was he ready, but he was victorious. 
In the morning of his youth he 
fought; in the evening of his life he 
devoured the spoil. This is beautifully 
set forth in the Psalms where the 
RSV has caught the true picture and 
made it plain: “Thy solemn proces- 
sions are seen, O God, the proces- 
sions of my God, my King, into the 


ETERNITY 





sanctuary—the singers in front, the 
minstrels last, between them. maidens 
playing timbrels . . . There is Benja- 
min, the least of them, in the lead, the 
princess of Judah in their throng .. .” 
(Psa. 68: 24-27). 

Lord, make us ready at all times. 


THIS IS IT (49:28) February 20 
“This is what their father said to 
them as he blessed them, blessing 
each with a blessing suitable to him” 
(RSV). It is evident that the dying 
Jacob was under the complete domi- 
nation of the Holy Spirit, and that he 
spoke words which combined the in- 
sight into the evil of the characters 
of the sons by nature, and the glor- 
ious power which was for them 
through grace. Not only did he chart 
their history for the centuries that 
were to follow but he linked them to 
the eternal plan of God, showing the 
coming of the Messiah from Judah, 
the blessing that was to be uvon 
Joseph who had been made to suffer 
so much from his brethren, and even 
bringing them into the heavenly rest 
where Benjamin is seen in the sanc- 
tuary of the future kingdom leading 
the procession of worship and praise 
to God. 
Lord, we thank Thee that 
our lives are known to Thee. 


BURY ME WITH MY FATHERS (49:29) 
February 21 


Even in the plans which Jacob 
made for his own funeral he was in- 
culcating an example of faith in God 
and in the certainty of the divine 
promises. He knew that his calling 
had a special reference to the land of 
Canaan. He knew that God had made 
promises that connected the people 
with the land, and he was going to 
instill that fact into the hearts of his 
children. Even Joseph, when he dies, 
will give definite instructions con- 
cerning his bones, eagerly desiring 
that they shall not remain in the soil 
of Egypt, but that they shall go to the 
land of his fathers. This marriage of 
the people to the land is one of the 
most significant facts of all human 
history, and the wars that are there 
today are bound up with the dying 
command of Jacob. 

Lord, give us obedience, 
even in the details. 


IN THE CAVE THAT IS IN THE FIELD 
(49:29,30) February 22 


The old man is reaching the end of 
his life. There he sits on his bed, 
having strengthened himself, leaning 
upon his staff; and there he has sted- 
fastly continued, gasp upon gasp, to 
perform all that the Lord had for him 
to do. There he spoke to each of his 
sons, rebuking sin, giving all glory 
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our privilege to help in Europe and in the Holy Land. One grateful’ 
Hebrew Christian writing from Germany says: “With all my heart 
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to God, and promising the blessings 
of grace upon the children which God 
had given to him. And now, having 
completed the work of prophecy, he 
spells out the last wishes of his own 
being, which were also wishes within 
the plan of God, and gives the de- 
tailed instructions concerning his 
burial. His sons knew the cave well. 
All he would have had to say was, 
“Bury me in the cave with my 
fathers,” for they had all, undoubt- 
edly, stood by that cave on many an 
occasion. But this is real life, and 
this is the way that old men act when 
they are dying, and thus it is written. 


Lord, we glory in Thy Word. 
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HE GATHERED UP HIS FEET INTO THE BED 
(49:33) February 23 

He has been sitting on the bed dur- 
ing the last two chapters (48:2), but 
now it is all over. He has said his last 
word. He looks at the expectant faces 
around him and relinquishes the hold 
upon his staff. He draws up his feet 
into the bed, and in the complete re- 
laxation of faith, closes his eyes on 
this life and opens them in paradise. 
There is something sublime in the 
death of a believer in Christ. Such 
a scene as that which we are witness- 
ing is precious in the sight of the 
Lord (Psa. 116:15). The moment we 
know that the eternal God is bending 


over the deathbed of a loved one 
there can be no possible sting left in 
death. We will still feel the horrible 
wrench in our hearts at the separa- 
tion, but we sorrow in hope (1 Thes. 
4:13). 

Lord, stablish us in the face of death. 


JACOB WAS GATHERED UNTO HIS PEOPLE 
(49:33) February 24 
There is never any doubt, through- 
out the whole Bible, that believers 
will know their loved ones after death 
and will be joined to them forever. 
One often is asked, “Will we know 
our loved ones in Heaven?” The 
prevalence of this question in the 
light of the clear revelation of the 
Bible shows how much Satan hates 
the truth that is involved in our per- 
fect redemption and eternal joy. He, 
therefore, is the author of the nagging 
doubts which assail the minds of so 
many of the Lord’s people. Immedi- 
ate consciousness after death is 
everywhere taught in the Bible, and 
that consciousness includes recogni- 
tion of our loved ones and perfect 
fellowship with them in Christ. The 
pernicious idea of soul-sleeping is a 
Satanic creation aimed at the destruc- 
tion of the hope that is involved in 

all the promises of God. 
Lord, may we bury our loved ones 


in this hope. 
JOSEPH FELL UPON HIS FATHER’S FACE 
(50:1) February 25 


Millions of lips have been chilled 
by kissing the marble brow of death. 
Even though we know that the body 
is now but the empty house from 
which the loved one has moved to a 
far better station, we cannot but re- 
member that the whole love of the 
soul came to us through the senses 
which once moved this body. The 
eyes which once gazed with love are 
now closed until the time of the re- 
turn of the Lord. The lips that once 
spoke love are now stilled until the 
time of the return of the Lord. There- 
fore we weep. But our weeping is for 
ourselves and not for the one who has 
gone before. But this our Lord al- 
lows. Grief is natural in this world 
of sorrow in which we groan in the 
midst of a groaning creation (Rom. 


8: 22, 23). Lord, be in our groaning. 
JOSEPH WEPT UPON HIM AND KISSED 
HIM (50:1) February 26 


The consolation which we have in 
Christ is all-embracing. There is 
nothing that can touch us that has 
not previously passed through the 
will of God for us. He has planned 
the cycles of life and death so that 
we see our loved ones go on before, 
while we ourselves are to go before 
the eyes of our children in the ordi- 
nary sequence of life. Yet in the midst 
of the unmitigated sorrowing of the 
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_ unbelievers we see such light through 


our tears that there is nothing but 
the rainbow. He tells us that He takes 
the salt bitterness out of our tears 
(Psa. 84:6) and turns them into 
water, fresh from the well. The RSV 
has given amazingly beautiful light 
on God’s tenderness toward our suf- 
ferings: “Thou hast kept count of my 
tossings; put thou my tears into thy 
bottle! are they not in thy book?” 
(Psa. 56:8). The sleepless nights, the 
bitter tears, are all known to God. 
Lord, distill our grief. 


THE PHYSICIANS EMBALMED ISRAEL (50:2) 
February 27 
There are many superstitious prac- 
tices in paganism and, indeed, in 
Christendom, which testify to the 
essential truths which were revealed 
by God from the dawn of man’s his- 
tory. The fact that a body was em- 
balmed showed that somewhere, deev 
in the consciousness of men, there lay 
the thought that the soul would some 
day come back to inhabit the body, 
and that there would be a resurrec- 
tion. Embalming is a very childish 
way of helping God out, as though 
He would not have quite as much 
trouble in raising a body that was 
vartly preserved! But when we think 
of the sunerstitions that are rife in 
our day—the fear of cremation, the 
burial of bodies with the face up so 
that, if raised erect they would be 
facing the east for the sunrise—we 
need but sorrow that men have lost 
so much of the reality of our hope. 
The Lord Jesus will raise us bv the 
nower that He has to subdue all 
things to Himself (Phil. 3:21). 
Lord, deepen our hope. 


TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF PHARAOH (50:4) 
February 28 
Every line bears the mark of con- 
temporary history. Royal mourning in 
Egypt was for seventy-two days; so 
we may see the high honor that was 
accorded Israel in mourning for him 
for seventy days. Joseph was follow- 
ing the burial customs of Egypt and 
his beard was untrimmed and his 
hair uncut. This is why he did not go 
directly into the presence of Pharaoh 
as he normally would have done. But 
the message that was conveyed to the 
king receives its speedy answer and 
the great funeral procession starts 
across the desert toward the land of 
Canaan. They do in a few weeks 
what it will take the bones of Joseph 
forty years to accomplish, but Joseph 
alive, is in the will of the Lord, and 
the people who carry Joseph, dead, 

are out of the will of the Lord. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the 
intricacies of Thy revelation. 
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THE INVISIBLE WAR 

(Continued from page 15) 
we stumble at such a differentiation. 
Anyone receiving a letter from a 
traveler in Southern California tell- 
ing that he had seen many stars 
would have to discover from the con- 
text whether he had been at one of 
the astronomical observatories on the 
mountains back of Los Angeles or a 
cinema in Hollywood! Just as surely 
there is a double usage of the word 
“stars” in the Word of God. 

The best known reference to the 
messenger-stars is in John’s vision 
of Christ in the Revelation, where the 
Lord is seen holding the seven stars 
in His hand, and these are declared 
to be His messengers to the churches 
(Rev. 1:16, 20). Another well known 
passage occurs in the words spoken 
by Jehovah to Job, asking where he 
was when God laid the foundations 
of the earth: “Whereupon are the 
foundations thereof fastened? or who 
laid the corner stone thereof; when 
the morning stars sang together and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy?” 
(Job 38:6.7). The careful Bible stu- 
dent will find other references which 
indicate that other angelic servants 
of God bear this title. The believers 
in Christ are told that “they that be 


‘wise shall shine as the brightness of 


the firmament; and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars 
forever and ever” (Dan. 12:3). There 
is evidently in Heaven a great coni- : 
pany, which, for ‘want of a better 
vocabulary of: heavenly things, we 
shall call starry angels, all of whom 
are conformed to the will of God and 
have a place in Heaven. It is above 
them that Satan desired to exalt his 
throne. 

Indeed, he wanted to go even 
higher. He said in his heart, “I will 
sit upon the mount of the congrega- 
tion, in the sides of the north.” Just 
as the Bible passages containing 
references to the stars may be divided 
into astronomical and spiritual refer- 
ences, so a close study of the word 
congregation in the Bible will reveal 
a series of references to earthly com- 
panies, such as the children of Israel, 
and other references which apply to 
a glorious company in Heaven. Some 
of the latter may even have followed 
Satan in his fall, for we read: “God 
standeth in the congregation of the 
mighty; he judgeth among the gods 
...” (Psa. 82:1). These are the rebel 
powers which still usurp the func- 
tions of deity in their following of 
Satan. How illuminating such a pas- 
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sage as the eighty-ninth Psalm be- 
comes when seen in this connection. 
“And the heavens shall praise thy 
wonders, O Lord; thy faithfulness al- 
so in the congregation of the holy 
ones. For who in the Heaven can be 
compared unto the Lord? who among 
the sons of the mighty can be likened 
unto the Lord? God is greatly to be 
feared in the assembly of the holy 
ones, and to be had in reverence of 
all them that are about him” -(Psa. 89: 
5-7). In other words, Satan desired 
to have the position of government 
over the angelic hosts that were ad- 
ministering Heaven. 

This scene of government is “in the 
sides of the north.” We leave the 
reader the delight of studying all the 
passages in the Bible which refer to 
Heaven as being in the north. To a 
concordance list of such passages, we 
must not forget to add the word from 
the Psalms: “Promotion cometh 
neither from the east, nor from the 
west, nor from the south, but God 
is the judge” (Psa. 75:6, 7). 

We next read that Lucifer declared, 
“T will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds.” There is by now a pat- 
tern for understanding the meaning 
of these passages. Just as there are 
stars and stars, just as there is an 
earthly and a heavenly congregation. 
so there are clouds and clouds in the 
Bible. Just as modern writers took 
the-word cloud to describe the won- 
der that accompanies an atomic ex- 
plosion, though it is not a cloud, so 
the word has the spiritual meaning 
also. There are passages which speak 
of clouds of the kind we know, which 
are blown across the sky before a 
summer wind, or catch the glories 
of the sun at the end of the day. But 
there are also clouds in the Bible 
which speak of the glory of God, hav- 
ing no connection with what meteor- 
ologists would classify as cirrus or 
cumulus clouds. We remember the 
pillar of fire by night and the cloud 
by day which led the children of 
Israel in the way (Ex. 13:21). It was 
from this cloud that the Lord pro- 
tected the Israelites from the Egyp- 
tian host (Ex. 14:19, 20). Again, when 
the tabernacle was set up, the cloud 
was sent to cover the holy place, and 
it was there that the Lord avpeared 
to His people (Ex. 40:28-34). We re- 
member, too, that this same cloud 
was seen returning to Heaven at the 
time of Ezekiel’s vision (Ezek. 9:3: 
10:4; etc.). It is of this cloud we read 
in the New Testament, when, at the 
birth of Christ, the “glory” of th- 
Lord shone round about the angels 
(Lk. 2:9). Christ ascended into 
Heaven and a cloud received Him out 
of the sight of the apostles (Acts 1:9). 
When He comes again for His saints 
He shall take them from this earth 
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into that cloud of glory (1 Thes: 4: 
17). He announced to the High Priest 
at the time of His trial and death 
that He would return to earth “com- 
ing in the clouds of Heaven” (Mt. 26: 
64; Rev. 14:14-16). These clouds are 
not what we see in the sky, but are 
the visible marks of a glory far tran- 
scending human thought and for 
which there is no word which could 
evoke any image in our thinking. This 
is the symbol of the glory of God and 
the very throne of Heaven. Above 
this Satan desired to climb. 

To introduce Satan’s last defiant 
cry, let me tell a story. I believe it 
would be possible to get a fairly ac- 
curate idea of the life and character 
of a man simply by setting down in 
order the names, nicknames, pet- 
names, titles and epithets applied him 
throughout his life. I suggest the fol- 
lowing: Male, John Smith; precious 
baby; Junior; Skinny; Butch; Red; 
Smitty; Yeah-Touchdown — Smith; 
John B. Smith, B.A.; sweetheart; 
corporal; sergeant; lieutenant; D.S.O.: 
John Smith, M.A.; the Reverend John 
Smith; the Reverend John Smith, 
D.D.; darling; daddy; beloved pastor; 
fearless preacher; nosey parson; 
saint; interfering meddler; orator; 
author; traveler; grandfather; Mr. 
Chairman; our venerable leader; 
cantankerous opponent; pastor emer- 
itus; the late Reverend John Smith, 
D.D.. LL.D.; Christian gentleman: 
scholar; a man after God’s own heart. 

If we thus can follow the course 
of a man’s life, from his birth to his 
grave, by means of his names and 
titles. then surely the names of the 
Lord God Almighty recorded in His 
Word are revealing. But our illustra- 
tion falls down. The names and titles 
given to man touch no more than the 
externals: but the names of God re- 
veal the innermost nature of His 
character and being. Thus “the name 
of the Lord is a strong tower; the 
righteous runneth into it and is safe” 


(Prov. 18:10). There are scores, even | 


hundreds of names, for God in the 
Bible. In my library there is a book 
entitled. The Wonderful Names of 
Our Wonderful Lord, in which the 
author, the late Thomas Horton, gives 
a single page meditation to each of 
three hundred and sixty-five names 
of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
as found in the Word of God. I have 
added at least twenty names to this 
list. There are, then, close to four 
hundred names for God in the Bible. 
Each of these names shows a different 
characteristic of the Deity. 

In his last arrogant thrust at God, 
why did Satan cry: “I will be like the 
Most High”? From all the possible 
names of God, why did Satan choose 


“the Most High?” Why did he not say, - 
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I will be like the Creator? Why did 
he not aspire to be like God in His 
names of Saviour, Redeemer, Com- 
forter? Why did he not desire to be 
like the Eternal Word, the Shepherd, 
the I AM, the Light, the Way, the 
Life, the Truth, or any of the other 
names by which we may know our 
God? The answer is found in the 
meaning of the title, “the Most High,” 
as indicated in its first usage in the 
Scriptures. 

Back in the story of Abram we 
have the record of an incident reveal- 
ing the inwardness of the name “the 
Most High.” Abram was returning 
home after the battle with the kings 
and the deliverance of Lot. We read 
that “Melchizedek, king of Salem, 
brought forth bread and wine [the 
communion element]; and he was the 
priest of the Most High God. And he 
blessed him, and said, Blessed be 
Abram of the Most High God, Posses- 
sor of Heaven and earth .. .” (Gen. 
14:18,19). Here is the key to the 
pride of Satan. God is revealed as El 
Elyon, the Most High God, and in this 
character He is “the Possessor of 
Heaven and earth.” This is what 
Lucifer wanted to be. His rebellion 
was not a request for God to move 
over so that he might share God’s 
throne. It was a thrust at God Him- 
self. It was an attempt to put God 
out so that Satan might take His 
place as possessor of the Heavens 
and the earth. 

War has been declared. The great, 
governing cherub had become the 
malignant enemy. Our God was 
neither surprised nor astonished, for, 
of course, He knew before it hap- 
pened that it would happen, and He 
had His perfect plan ready to be put 
into effect. Our God was not to be 
an opponent, He was the Proponent. 
Although the Lord had the power to 
destroy Satan with a breath, He did 
not do so. It was as though an edict 
had been proclaimed in Heaven: “We 
shall give this rebellion a thorough 
trial. We shall permit it to run its 
full course. The universe shall see 
what a creature, though he be the 
highest creature ever to spring from 
God’s Word, can do apart from Him. 
We shall watch this experiment, and 
permit the universe of creatures to 
watch it, during this brief interlude 
between eternity past and eternity 
future called time. In it the spirit of 
independence shall be allowed to ex- 
pand to the utmost. And the wreck 
and ruin which shall result will dem- 
onstrate to the universe, and forever, 
that there is no life, no joy, no peace 
apart from a complete dependence 
upon the Most High God, Possessor 
of Heaven and earth.” 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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ME’S PASTOR (Continued from page 11) 

“People are often unmindful of the 
power of Christ. Let not our appre- 
ciation of His gentleness and com- 
passion blind us to His power. He 
was God translated into terms of hu- 
man life. His enemies have asked, 
‘Why did He allow Himself to be put 
to death?’ 

“Even on the cross a summoning of 
his supernatural power could have 
extracted the nails, destroyed the 
mocking crowd in a moment .. . But 
this was the redemption of the world 
—buying back human lives from the 
grip of sin. Only by means of Jesus’ 
suffering on the cross could redemp- 
tion be achieved.” 

On the evidence of such sermons, 
most Christians will readily accept 
his statement that he is a “conserva- 
tive and evangelical.” 

While Dr. Elson’s father was an 
Episcopalian, his mother came from 
a family of Scotch-Irish Presbyter- 
ians. Her family name of “Edie” sug- 
gests origins that can be traced back 
to the Covenanters. When Edward 
was a small boy the family moved 
from Monongahela City, Pa., to the 
nearby hamlet of Elrama. There was 
only one place of worship—a Luth- 
eran church that later was disbanded. 
Then a Methodist church was formed. 
When he was about thirteen, young 
Elson joined the little Methodist 
Church on Easter Sunday. His father 
felt strongly against joining a congre- 
gation that was not Episcopalian, but 
when he saw his son go forward, the 
father joined him. 


It was an old-fashioned Christian 
home. The father, a railroad engineer, 
was not the type to take much part 
in public services, but Dr. Elson re- 
calls that his father regularly read 
the Bible and knelt in prayer at 
least twice a day. He was acquainted 
with theology and church history. 

It was between his junior and sen- 
ior years in high school that young 
Edward Elson decided that God had 
called him into the ministry. He had 
a vacation job in Ohio and was living 
in a little cabin. Alone in the cabin, 
he met with the Lord and responded 
to the divine call. It was through the 
influence of a Methodist uncle that the 
young man entered Asbury College, 
strongly evangelical, holiness school. 
Since there was not an abundance of 
money, a scholarship for playing his 
trumpet in the school orchestra was 
most welcome. 

In both high school and college, Ed- 
ward Elson demonstrated his leader- 
ship. He was active in the orchestra. 
in athletics, in school publications and 
in debating. He was just the type of 
student for whom most observers 
would predict success. 

Dr. Elson indicated that the “spir- 
itual disciplines” he had received at 
Asbury had meant much to his 
growth. He has not forgotten the 
prayer meetings and devotional sea- 
sons at the Kentucky school. 

The future minister worked as jan- 
itor in one of the dormitories until 
his senior year when he was called to 
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serve as assistant minister of the Wil- 
more Presbyterian Church in the 
little college town. 

Although he did not attend a Pres- 
byterian college, Dr. Elson says he is 
more Presbyterian than many of his 
fellow denominationalists. 

His Reformation Day sermon indi- 
cates his confidence in the Reformed 
faith. 

“Generally speaking wherever the 
Reformed faith has gone, freedom 
thrives,” he declared; “literacy is 
high, education is widespread, social 
services are advanced, the cultural 
level is elevated and the society in 
which it flourishes is least penetrated 
by the devastating inroads of mili- 
tant Communism.” 

National Church has a rightful 
claim to being called a church of the 
presidents. The former chief execu- 
tives who belonged to the congrega- 
tion were Jackson, Polk, Pierce, 


Buchanan, Cleveland, Grant and 
Benjamin Harrison. 
Secretaries Blaine, Foster, Hay, 


Wanamaker, Windon, Lansing and 
Stimson also were members of the 
church. Dr. Alexander Graham Bell 
was one of the many notables who 
have been included on the rolls. 

It might be expected that the pastor 
of such an influential church would 
frequently speak on the things which 
have made our nation great. In a 
much-reprinted message, Dr. Elson 
declares: 

“True liberty is rooted in faith in 
God. The freedom we know is not 
something we have achieved or some- 
thing granted us by government. It 
is the gift of God to man as part of 
His creation. 

“The only true freedom is freedom 
under God—freedom by submission 
to the higher authority.” 

Thus throughout all of his preach- 
ing there is a strong emphasis upon 
biblical truth and its attendant prin- 
ciples. 

In a message entitled, “The Spirit- 
ual Significance of the World Crisis,” 
he declares: 

“There is a peace of mind, or more 
accurately, a peace of soul, which 
rightly belongs to the Christian. It is 
the peace which comes from recon- 
ciliation with God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. It is the peace which 
comes because the guilt and condem- 
nation of sin are gone through faith 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

It is just one of many examples 
from his sermons that the man who 
discusses the President’s deepest spir- 
itual needs knows what one of his 
colleagues calls “the spiritual score.” 

Ike, it appears, is in pretty good 
hands. Enp 
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BATTLE WITH SATAN 
(Continued from page 7) 

One of the Lord’s best gifts to us in 
the first years of language study was 
old Indian Barnabas, true son of con- 
solation. Hour after hour he repeated 
words and phrases, never satisfied 
until we pronounced them in true 
Tarascan style. Sometimes others of 
the Indians were altogether too co- 
operative about teaching us new 
words. One evening we carefully 
memorized some phrases a young fel- 
low had given us, and the next morn- 
ing tried them out on faithful Barna- 
bas. His shocked look told us that 
something was wrong. We had slaved 
for an entire evening over a page of 
vile language, given us under the 
guise of innocent greetings and ques- 
tions about everyday life. Young 
Daniel who perpetrated that hoax, 
laughed for years over his “joke,” 
but now he comes regularly to the 
meetings of the believers, and many 
are praying earnestly for his salva- 
tion. 

When we had learned enough of th2 
language to translate the Gospel of 
John, we began to look for fruit. But 
though the Indians assented to all we 
taught them, there was no real turn- 
ing to the Lord. Then the Lord used 
a little old elf of a man who had re- 
ceived the Lord Jesus into his heart, 
to be the corn of wheat, falling into 
the ground and dying, and bring forth 
much fruit. His name was Angel, and 
he worked for us as our hewer of 
wood and drawer of water. 

“My brain is all hard,” he would 
say, when we tried to teach him 
Scripture verses in his native tongue 
He could not remember them, but he 
knew that Christ had died for his sins 

His body had been weakened by a 
lifetime of hardship. A mile above 
sea-level the thin night air chills the 
very bones, and he had always slept 
on a thin mat on a platform above the 
earth floor of his cold little hut. His 
diet of little more than corn and 
beans provided no protection against 
the prevalent tuberculosis. Little by 
little he lost strength, but he clung to 
his tasks, taking the oxen to pasture, 
and bringing home the dry firewood 
to cook unleavened corn cakes. 

One morning Angel awoke very 
happy. “God has spoken to me,” he 
told his wife. “Today I shall die and 
go to Heaven and see the Lord Jesus 
Christ, just as the missionary says.” 

“Oh, you’re not going to die yet,” 
retorted his wife. “You’d better go 
out and feed the big pig.” 

Angel went and fed the big pig, but 
then he dressed in his clean clothing 
with the wide blue sash tied around 


his waist, and the bright pink fiesta 


shirt, and called for the neighbors. 
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“I'm going to Heaven today,” he 
told them, “and you will never go 
there unless you turn from your evil 
ways, and walk in God’s road.” All 
day long he admonished them, in per- 
fect assurance that he would soon 
see the Lord. “He went around all 
day wearing happiness all over his 
face,” they reported afterwards. 

That evening after eating a few un- 
leavened corn cakes with salt and hot 
peppers, Angel lay down on his sleep- 
ing mat—and awoke in Heaven. 

Perhaps the Lord spoke to him be- 
cause he, like the Old Testament 
saints, had not the written Word. But 
though he never read one word of the 
Book, and never preached a sermon, 
after his death the Indians of that 
town began to listen to the gospel. 
One by one those whom the Lord had 
chosen gave themselves over to the 
Lord Jesus, until now, ten years after 
his entrance into glory, forty of us sit 
down to the Lord’s supper to remem- 
ber His. death till He come—with 
Angel. 

The enemy did not retire from the 
field because of any setbacks to his 
diabolical plans. The Indian chiefs 
planned to drive out the missionaries, 
and over and over again called us to 
the council chamber to tell us we 
must leave. But each time they called 
us back to say that we might stay a 
little longer. They did not know why 
they could not make up their minds 
to drive us out, but we knew. Finally, 
they made a plot to kill us. We never 
knew of it till ten years later, when 
one of the chiefs became a brother 
beloved in the Lord, and confessed tc 
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his part in the plan. Their hand was 
stayed, for the battle was not ours, 
but God’s. 

All the battle centers about the 
Book. The weapon Satan most fears 
is being put in the hands of his Indian 
subjects. By its use they are escaping 
from behind the sin curtain. 

Half of the New Testament is in 
usable form for the Tarascans, and 
nearly half of the great Old Testa- 
ment stories have been translated and 
printed together with explanations, 
illustrations, memory verses, and 
daily readings, in the weekly lesson 
paper for Christians. Now the battle 
of the Epistles is being waged. Cer- 
tainly this part of God’s Word must 
be the weapon of complete victory for 
the Tarascans, for its translation is 
being most fiercely blocked by the 
Enemy. 

It is impossible for one living in a 
civilization even slightly perfumed by 
Christianity, to realize the pit of cor- 
ruption beneath our feet in a land of 
Satan’s dominion. For years we lived 
among the bougainvilleas, and looked 
across the blue-green lake without 
ever seeing the pit revealed. Drunk- 
enness we had seen, and cruelty, 
lying and stealing and fear. But the 
true pit of sin we never saw. 

Ten years ago an Indian plowman 
happily drove his oxen back and forth 
across his cornfield, only about fifty 
miles from our mission station. Sud- 
denly the freshly turned earth felt 
hot beneath his bare feet, and within 
a few moments, as he fled in terror, 
smpke and fire broke through the 
black earth, red-hot rocks were 
hurled sky-ward with thundrous ex- 
plosions, and sulphrous fumes filled 
the countryside, So, only a few miles 
from our peaceful home, was formed 
Mexico’s most recent volcano, Pari- 
cutin. It grew from a quiet cornfield 
to a smoking cone of lava.rock and 
pumice, shaken by almost constant 
eruption, and it reached a height of 
more than fifteen hundred feet. 

This is a picture of the working of 
the Enemy in the spiritual realm, as 
the invisible war became visible be- 
fore our eyes. Beneath the pictur- 
esque, beneath the sins which we 
had seen were the fires of witchcraft 
and demon possession. Mother-love 
was changed by the enemy to mur- 
der-lust toward a child who broke 
with custom to come to Christ. Psy- 
chological warfare, which an ignorant 
Indian could never have invented, was 
inspired by clever fiends to drive to 
insanity one who was escaping their 
toils. The filth of the pit overflowed 
and threatened to engulf the mission- 
aries. We breathed the fumes of in- 
iquity till we forgot the fragrance of 
fellowship with those who love the 


Lord. Perhaps those at home had 
slackened in their intercession for 
the missionaries. We were almost 
overwhelmed. 

And yet there were moments of 
pure joy. The earnests of complete 
victory are ours even now. 

A young man with a charm around 
his neck sat hour after hour reading 
the typescript translation of John’s 
Gospel. “This is just what I’ve always 
wanted,” he said, his face alight. “I’ve 
tried everything—drink, the pleasures 
of sin, penance, vows. But this book 
is just what I want.” 

A baby boy had died, his father’s 
greatest pride, his mother’s treasure. 
But instead of drink to dull the sor- 
row, and shrill death wails and 
despair, there were joyful hymns and 
a flower-decked little casket, and a 
gospel invitation given beside the 
grave by the very man who had plan- 
ned to kill us years before. 

“I know that the Lord must have 
chosen me for His own, for I certainly 
never thought of following Christ. 
How shall I go about giving my heart 
to the Lord once for all?” We knelt 
with the boy as he prayed and gave 
himself to the Lord, and Heaven’s 
angels rejoiced as his name was writ- 
ten in the book where Satan can 
never blot it out. 

When several Indians had given 
themselves to the Lord, two young 
men felt the urging of the Spirit to 
confess Christ, not only to the mis- 
sionaries, but publicly. The first fruits 
—how the Enemy struggled to keep 
them back. But he could not. On 
an Easter Sunday morning a score of 
believers quietly took the little path 
through the wheat fields to the lake 
shore, and just as the sun glorified the 
horizon, the first two broke with cus- 
tom, tradition, and the fanaticism and 
sin that had bound them, and con- 
fessed Christ in Christian baptism. 
Then we met around the Lord’s 
table, and for the first time since 
Christ died, His supper was cele- 
brated in the Tarascan language, by 
Tarascan believers. A missionary re- 
ceives reward enough in such a 
moment as that. He really does not 
need to think of the rewards prom- 
ised in Heaven. 

So the Lord Jesus is even today 
hearing prayer and praise in the 
tongue of the Tarascan race. The 
battle is still bitter, but He whose 
right it is to reign, is already King 
in some Tarascan hearts. The Tribe 
has been claimed for Him. The 
weapon of the Word is being polished 
for His use. He is going to win the 
battle that He is waging on the shores 
of the blue-green lake and high 
among the volcanic peaks of the 
Tarascan mountains. Enp 
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ETERNITY NEWS 
(Continued from page 19) 


When Ammons went to Durant he took 
over a small building and a smaller con- 
gregation. “But they had big ideas,” he 
said. “They wanted a concrete block 
building.” 

That slowed up the pastor, but it did 
not stop him. He got down on his knees 
and prayed, then got up and went to a 
lumberyard where he bought a trowel 
for $4.50 and placed an order for eon- 
crete blocks. 

Several times during the project the 
congregation’s gifts did not keep up 
with the building needs so Ammons set 
off on evangelistic tours to support his 
family. 

Since bricklaying is a skilled job, he 
got no help from his Durant congrega- 
tion. They helped later with the roof, 
floor and inside. work. 

Ammons often spurns offers to lay 
bricks at $30 a day. “I am a servant of 
the Lord,” he says. 


King Solomon’s Mines 

King Solomon’s mines of biblical fame, 
which were operated nearly 3,000 years 
ago, will be producing copper commer- 
cially again in about two years, Dr. Ber- 
nard Joseph, Israel’s development min- 
ister announced recently at Jerusalem. 

The old mining site is near Elath, 
ancient Red Sea port. Nearby is the site 
of Ezion-Geber, biblical seaport where 
Solomon built a naval base and location 
of a former copper refinery he estab- 
lished. 


Incident in Peru 

Dr. W. Cameron Townsend’s efforts to 
teach the Indians of Peru to read and 
write their own language has unleased 
the antagonism of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Townsend, who has been affiliated with 
the Summer Institute of Linguistics at 
the University of Oklahoma, was invited 
to undertake his mission in 1945 by the 
Peruvian Government’s Ministry o: 
Education. 

A blast at the educational work came 
from Msgr. Buenaventura Uriarte, apos- 
tolic vicar for the jungle area: “Town- 
send’s institute is engaged in an active 
and purposeful campaign to convert our 
jungle Indians to evangelistic Protest- 
antism.” ; 

For a while it appeared that Catholic 
pressure might prevail and result in 
Townsend’s ouster, but the Peruvian 
government later ruled that the project 
had its full backing. 

Townsend admitted, “When I see a 
jungle Indian worshiping a boa con- 
strictor, I want to teach him to worship 
the Lord instead.” 


Missionary Bootleggers 

Christian missionaries are “bootleg- 
ging” education and culture into Portu- 
guese East Africa, a Methodist bishop 
told the 40th annual conference of the 
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interdenominational Missionary Educa- 
tion Movement at Asilomar, California. 

Bishop Donald H. Tippett of San 
Francisco, recently returned from a tour 
of the African mission field, said the 
educational program promoted by mis- 
sionaries elsewhere in Africa is “not wel- 
comed” by the Portuguese government 
in its East Coast colony where “about 
80 per cent of the population is esti- 
mated to be illiterate.” 


“But we are bootlegging education and 
culture into the area by utilizing Dr. 
Frank Laubach’s ‘each one teach one’ 
philosophy,” he said. “As natives come 
down from Portuguese East Africa to 
work in Rhodesian and South African 
mines, they are taught to read and they 
spread the word among their country- 
men when they go back home.” 


News of the Christian Schools 

Multnomah School of the Bible has 
received recognition from two bodies 
recently which has crowned five years 
of effort. Just seven months after re- 
ceiving approval from the State Board 
of Education of Oregon, the Bible school 
received accreditation by the Accredit- 
ing Association of Bible Institutes and 
Bible Colleges. . . . Wheaton College 
will again sponsor a summer Bible lands 
cruise, sailing from New York on June 
30. Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth S. Kantzer 
will lead the tour. 


Chaplaincy Training 

Chaplaincy training programs have 
been set up or are being planned in 
eight Protestant theological seminaries 
whose representatives met in Washing- 
ton to compare notes on the programs. 

Dr. Rudolf Renfer of Dallas Theologi- 
cal Seminary said elective courses on 
chaplaincy and ministry to service per- 
sonnel had been started in several of the 
seminaries and would begin soon in 
others. 

Besides Renfer, those attending the 
conference were Dr. William S. Lasor, 
Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 
Calif.; Dr. Raymond O. Feather, South- 
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas; Dr. Jack W. Man- 
ning, Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary (American Baptist), Chicago; 
Calif.; Dr. George S. Hixson, Central 
Baptist Theological Seminary (American 
Baptist), Kansas City, Kan.; Dr. S. E. 
Anderson, Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary American Baptist), Chicago; 
Dr. William T. Paden of Dubuque Uni- 
versity Theological School (Presbyterian 
U.S.A.), Dubuque, Iowa, and Dr. Taylor 
C. Smith, Southern Baptist Theological 
Serninary, Louisville, Ky. 


Textbook Contest 

The Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, has announced it will 
conduct its third International Christian 
Textbook Contest, closing September 30, 
1955. A total of $2,000 in awards is being 
offered for winning entries which are to 
be \,.ritten for the Christian college and 
Bible institute level. 
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that Christians of all ages would 
be attracted to this annotated 
Bible and share in its clear mean- 
ing. For you, Oxford has de- 
signed a new Pilgrim Bible. 
29x Morocco, hand-grained, leather 
lined, slightly overlapping covers, gold 
edges. Size 5” x 7%”. India Paper 
Edition, only 1%” thick. Red or 


Blue $18.00. Black, red under gold 
edges $17.50. 





THE 


Scofield 


REFERENCE 
BIBLE sion 


You asked for a Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible small enough to fit 
a man’s pocket or a womari’s 
purse — a Scofield Bible made 
especially for those who carry 
the Bible with them. For you, 
Oxford has designed three new 





















| Many do not even know there is a life of abiding rest, says 


Dr. Torrey. Many know there must be something beyond the 
life they know, but do not know how to find it. This famous 
Bible scholar and associate of D. L. Moody, in clear, burning 
language, shows you how to find and claim the Power of the 
Word of God, the Power of the blood of Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, Prayer, and a surrendered life. In this profoundly 
moving book, you can find the way to real peace and victory. 


$1.50 
How to Obtain Fullness of Power 





Order Direct from Your Bookseller or 


SWORD OF THE LORD, veer. ev 24, Wheaton, ui. 





Scofield Bibles, each one meas- 
uring only 3-5/8” x 5-7/16". 
India Paper Edition, 7/8” thick. 
12x Moroccoette, limp, gold edges. 
Black or Blue $8.50. 


13x French Morocco, overlapping cov- 
ers, red under gold edges. $10.50. 


17x Morocco, leather lined, slightly 
overlapping covers, gold edges. Black 
$13.00. Blue or Red $13.50. 


At your bookstore 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N. Y. 


Publishers of the King James Bible Since 1675 





ETERNITY 





| | There are a number of good schools. There is only one 

| Bob Jones University. The “World’s Most Unusual University” 
| has all of the essentials and much more. It is OUTSTANDING 

| among institutions, and its graduates are 


outstanding in business and the professions. 


BOB JONES UNIVERSITY GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Music, speech, and art without additional cost 
above regular academic tuition. High school and seventh and eighth 
grades in connection. 
Bob Jones University stands withopf apology for the “old-time religion” 
and the f lute authority of the Bible. 











For complete 

story of 
DOUBLE |[ 
DIVIDENDS... 


The interesting booklet, 


pian wisely. ee 


ENJOY Double DIVIDENDS 


provide a generous, 
unchanging income for 
yourself and loved ones 


...through MOODY 


Survivorship Annuities 


When you go to be with the Lord, your loved ones get the same regular, 

generous returns that you received during your lifetime. Dividends from securities 
and other investments fluctuate, but your Moody annuity returns always remain 
the same for you and your survivors, despite wars, depressions or other economic 
conditions. For 45 years the Institute has paid all returns in full and on time. 
-Annuities are not subject to legal controversies— another guarantee 

that payments will be made in full—and without the delay 

so often experienced in the administration of estates. 


You have the joy, too, of knowing that today, as well as in the years 
to come, your dollars are being used to train missionaries, pastors and 
other Christian workers, conduct conferences, produce and show 
gospel-science films, broadcast daily Christian radio programs, 

and distribute gospel literature world wide. 


MOODY ANNUITIES 
ARE SAFE...SOUND...SATISFYING 


' 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
| 820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 
! 
| 
J 


MAIL COUPON 
TODAY! 


() Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,”’ the story of the 
Moody annuity plan. 


DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, tells C) I am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. 
you all about the Moody Please send me folder, ‘“‘Where There’s a Will.” 

annuity plan, how it can be 

arranged to suit your individual q Name 

circumstances and provide 


possible tax exemptions. s — 
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